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Make Way for SCBWI-L.A.’s

Books and Beyond: How to Make 
a Living (And a Life!) as a Writer

At Clairbourn School
8400 Huntington Drive, San Gabriel, CA

Saturday, April 21, 2012
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, April 22, 2012
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SPEAKERS
Editor, Stacey Barney, Putnam/Penguin
(http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/publishers/yr/putnam.html)

Agent, Michael Bourret
Dystal & Goderich Literary Management 
(www.dystel.com)

Award-Winning Author (PB to YA), Lee Wardlaw 
(www.leewardlaw.com)  

Prolific MG Series Author, Terri Farley 
(www.terrifarley.com) 

Moonbeam Gold & Silver Medal YA Author, Dawne 
Knobbe (http://deknobbe.com)

Debut Author, Sara Wilson Etienne 
(www.sarawilsonetienne.com) 
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Writer’s Days!

Author
Lee Wardlaw

Saturday Professional Forum: 
Bonnie Berry LaMon, Esq. (www.hbff.org/
bios/bonnie_berry_lamon.html), and Monica 
Haven, EA, JD, LLM (www.mhaven.net) -- 
“The Real Deal on Contracts and Taxes”

Sunday Intensives (for current SCBWI Members only)
Four hour intensive workshops
Session 1: Pitching with Michael Bourret and PB/Chapter Book 
Revisions with Stacey Barney
Session 2: MG/YA Revisions with Stacey Barney and Pitching 
with Michael Bourret
Session 3: Novel Workshop with Terri Farley – 26 novels written 
and published in 76 months!
Session 4: Sparking the Muse Workshop (for PB 
through YA writers) with our own Mad Hatter 
Dawne Knobbe
Published Author Session: School Visits with 
Author and School Visit Expert Alexis O’Neill 
(www.alexisoneill.com, http://schoolvisitexperts.com)

Look for details at www.scbwisocal.org and 
registration form at http://lawritersdays.eventbrite.org

Bonnie Berry LaMonMonica Haven
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Who’s Who in
SCBWI-Los Angeles

“Nothing is permanent except change.” Heraclitus (535 BC – 475 BC)

And changes are afoot. We’ve opened up the Writer’s Toolbox to appeal to 
both writers and illustrators. This year’s Creative Toolbox, March 17, is 
a delightful journey through the world of graphic novels. Your tour guides 
for this trip are (twice!) Caldecott Honors winning writer/illustrator Marla 
Frazee and comic strip writer/illustrator (and teacher extraordinaire) Mac 
McCool. It’s a pleasure for us to offer this workshop to all of our wonderful 
members. For those who take advantage of this opportunity – the lunch will 
be a surprise and there will be door prizes. Space is limited. (www.scbwisocal.
org/events/la_creative_toolbox.html)

Continuing with this new tradition of change, Writer’s Day just got bigger. 
On April 21, we will have a not-so-typical Saturday offering for you. Sure, 
we’ll talk about the art and craft of writing books, but there are other ways 
of making money as a writer. You hear the mantra “Write every day,” but how 
often do you hear “This is a business, treat it as one?” It’s time to explore that 
idea in depth. Your pre-Writer’s Days homework assignment, should you 
choose to accept it, is to jot down your writing goals for this year. If your goals 
look overwhelming, never fear. We’re going to chop them down to size at 
Saturday Writer’s Day. Afterwards (or before), join the SCBWI-L.A. listserv 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SCBWI-LosAngeles) – it’s like joining 
a gym with a built-in group of workout buddies – to chat about those goals 
monthly as well as the progress we are each making. Accountability can be a 
great motivator.

Keeping with the business theme, in the Professional Forum we’re serving up 
two experts on contracts and taxes. Bonnie Berry LaMon specializes in pro-
viding creative and strategic advice as well as legal counsel to her clients in the 
film, television, music, and book publishing industries. A graduate of Princeton 
University and Harvard Law School, she is currently enrolled in the MFA 
Program in Creative Writing for Children and Young Adults at Vermont 
College of Fine Arts. She will discuss standard book publishing contracts, what 
an ideal agreement would contain, and ancillary agreements such as merchan-

dising, multimedia licensing, and trademark consider-
ations. Monica Haven (www.mhaven.net), E.A., J.D., 
with a Master’s degree in taxation (LLM) and decades-
long experience as a solo practitioner, routinely shares 
her expertise in the classroom. She will parse the 

SCBWI-L.A. Regional News
Regional Advisors:
Sarah Laurenson, Lee Wind (Assistant RA)
Edie Pagliasotti (RAE), Claudia Harrington (RAE)
Sarah at sarah.laurenson@gmail.com,
Lee at iamleewind@gmail.com

Conference Coordinators:
Illustrator’s Day: Ken Min
Writer’s Day: Sarah Laurenson & Lee Wind
Working Writer’s Retreat: 
 Marilyn Morton, Lee Wind &
 Sarah Laurenson
Down The Rabbit Hole Sunday Field Trip: 
 Dawne Knobbe
Creative Toolbox: Sally Jones Rogan
PAL Member Liaison: Candace Ryan
Small Events: Sue Welfringer
Contest Coordinator: Nutschell Windsor

Schmooze Organizers: 
Rita Crayon Huang (Schmooze Advocate) 
Karol Ruth Silverstein & Charlie Cohen 
(Westside)
Suzy Block (Westside Illustrators) 
Jennifer Swain (San Fernando Valley 
Illustrators)
Susan Lendroth (West San Gabriel Valley)
TBA (South Bay)
Rene Rawls & Melanie Stagnaro (Hollywood)

Advisory Board:
Stephanie Jacob Gordon, Marcelle Greene, 
Claudia Harrington, Rita Crayon Huang, Rilla 
Jaggia, Dawne Knobbe, Sarah Laurenson, Ken 
Min, Marilyn Morton, Edie Pagliasotti, Sally 
Jones Rogan, Candace Ryan, Curtis Taylor, 
Sue Welfringer. Emeritus: Judy Enderle, Julie 
Williams 

www.scbwisocal.org,
Webmaster: Curtis Taylor curtist3@gmail.com
 
SCBWI International
Executive (International) Office:
Steve Mooser, Lin Oliver
For general info, membership & other national 
SCBWI business: 
8271 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048
323-782-1010,  membership@scbwi.org
www.scbwi.org

US
RA Coordinator: Tracy Barrett
Assistant RA Coordinator: Patricia Wiles
Illustrator Coordinator: Priscilla Burris
 
Int’l RA Chair: Kathleen Ahrens
Assistant Int’l RA Chairp: Angela Cerrito
Int’l Illustrator Liaison: Bridget Strevens-Marzo
Int’l Publications and Crystal Kite Awards: 
Christopher Cheng

(continued next page)
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Who’s Who at Kite Tales
KITE TALES is a newsletter published by the 
L.A. Chapter of the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators for the SCBWI Tri-
Regions of Southern California. Information 
published in KITE TALES does not constitute an 
endorsement by SCBWI and/or SCBWI-L.A.

KITE TALES Editors
Rilla Jaggia, Managing Editor
  kitetaleseditor@rillart.com
Sarah Laurenson & Lee Wind    
 SCBWI-L.A. Editors
Mary Ann Fraser, V/SB Editor, 805-581-1906 
 or MaryAFrase@aol.com
Francesca Rusackas & Q.L. Pearce,
 Orange/Long Beach/Riverside/
 San Bernardino Editors,   
 ZFRANCESCA@aol.com or
 qlpearce@earthlink.net
KITE TALES  Layout & Production
 Sherrie Petersen, 
 solvangsherrie@gmail.com
 Marcelle Greene, (on sick leave)
 marcelle@greenepen.com
KITE TALES  Proofreader
 Jill Linden, 
 jillrlinden5@yahoo.com 
KITE TALES  Illustrator Liaison
 Joan Charles,    
 jcdesign50@yahoo.com
KITE TALES  Subscriptions
 Mary Peterson,    
 mary@marypeterson.com
KITE TALES  Ads
 TBA 
 

KITE TALES is free at http://www.scbwisocal.
org/htmls/kitetales.htm. Join the 
online mailing list to receive Kite Tales 
announcements via e-mail at  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KiteTales/.
Snail mail subscriptions (4 issues)
www.scbwisocal.org/htmls/ktform.htm

Submission Deadlines:
Spring - Jan. 15 for March 1 issue
Summer - April 15 for June 1 issue
Fall - July 15 for Sept. 1 issue
Winter - Oct. 15 for Dec. 1 issue

Send comments, articles, great news, 
questions, etc. to Rilla Jaggia at 
kitetaleseditor@rillart.com. 
Columns - 500 words max
Features - 800 words max
Interviews - 1400 words max
Poetry - 150 words max

Critique Connections: 
Contact Sheryl Scarborough at 
mediasherpa@gmail.com.

Ads & Toot Your Horn: Follow instructions on 
page 15 and 25 of this issue.

… L.A. NEWS

Code and teach you how to get your business license, report your royalty 
income, amortize your start-up costs, claim a home office, and deduct 
qualified creative expenses, travel, and education and entertainment costs.

You asked—we listened. For our Sunday Writer’s Day (yep, Sunday the 
22nd!), we’ve got several four-hour intensives for you to choose from. 
Learn about pitching with agent Michael Bourret and revisions with editor 
Stacy Barney, OR take an in-depth novel workshop with author Terri 
Farley, OR do intense creative exercises to “spark your muse” with our 
own Mad Hatter – author Dawne Knobbe. And the pièce de résistance for 
our published members, the amazing Regional Advisor to the north, Alexis 
O’Neill, will share her tips, tricks, and tools for school visits. You may have 
read Alexis’ columns on this subject in the SCBWI Bulletin or visited her 
“School Visit Experts” blog (http://schoolvisitexperts.com/).

This is a lot to offer, so read through the tickets carefully before choosing 
the one that’s right for you. There’s a discount for attending both Saturday 
and Sunday. There are also a few Sunday-only seats available for those who 
cannot attend on Saturday. Space is limited at all of these Sunday intensives. 
Sign up early to reserve your seat. (www.scbwisocal.org/events/la_
writers_days.html)

Speaking of mad hatters – Dawne will give an encore performance on May 
20, 2012 (another Sunday event). Down the Rabbit Hole hops aboard 
the train to San Clemente for a private tour of Casa Romantica and its 
beautiful gardens, plus lunch by the sea, and a multitude of inspirational 
treasures. (www.scbwisocal.org/events/Down_The_Rabbit_Hole.pdf)

Think Creative Thoughts!
Sarah
We’re Tweeting @SCBWISOCALLA

Thank You, Bonnie!
For many years, Bonnie Ferron gave her time to Kite Tales 
serving as Toot Your Horn coordinator and treasurer. 
Anytime our members wanted to announce to our 
community the fabulous news of a published book, Bonnie 
was there to take the details and make sure their horns 
tooted with gusto and color in Kite Tales.  
 

Now Bonnie is off to spend more time on her own writing and travel the world. 
At Kite Tales, we wish her bon voyage. We’ll still be here anytime you’d like to 
Toot Your Horn, Bonnie!  
                                           All the best -- The Kite Tales Gang
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Meet Our Volunteers
Many of you know our wonderful volunteer critique 
coordinator, Nancy I. Sanders. You may not know that 
Nancy is the author of over 80 books for both children 
and adults including the award-winning picture book, 
D is for Drinking Gourd: An African American Alphabet, 
illustrated by E. B. Lewis. She is also the author of  Yes! 
You Can Learn How to Write Children’s Books, Get Published, 
and Build a Successful Writing Career, a finalist of the 
National Best Books 2009 Awards. Nancy agreed to 
share some of her insights on writing with us.
 
Q:  What are some of the most difficult elements 
of writing and what advice would you give to new 
writers?
Learning the skills to write publishable fiction can be a 
daunting task. Enroll in writing classes, join a critique 
group that regularly critiques your manuscripts, and 
read your way through book after book after children’s 
book in your genre. Stay active. Submit magazine 
fillers frequently such as puzzles, recipes, and crafts 
to build published credits, earn money to pay for your 
paper and ink, and gain experience working with a 
publisher. 

Writing every day is a struggle for many. It’s so much 
easier to surf the Internet, to keep reworking your 
manuscript until you’ve changed every word in it a 
hundred times, or to dream about writing rather than 

sitting down and writing new 
pages of fresh material. The most 
basic way to overcome this 
challenge is to look at writing as 
a job. Post your work schedule 
on your calendar for the week 
ahead. Assign a manageable task 
to accomplish each hour. Then 
show up, just like you would for 
a job, at your computer to write. 

Orange County/Inland Empire News

Happy 2012! We’ll be starting the year off with a pair 
of terrific events. On March 31, we will gather at 
Seabase in Newport Beach for our annual Agent’s 
Day that will include talks, critiques, a round 
robin speed chat with the agents, and plenty of fun 
networking. The fantastic lineup includes: 

•	 Linda Pratt of 
Wernick and Pratt 
Agency

•	 Abigail Samoun of 
Red Fox Literary 
Agency

•	 Deborah Warren of 
East West Literary 
Agency

•	 Elena Mechlin of 
Pippin Properties 
Inc. 

Space is limited so visit 
www.scbwi.org and click on Regional Events - March 
31st, 2012, for details and registration.

Temecula will be in full bloom by May 5 when we 
meet at the beautiful South Coast Winery and Resort 
for our Spring Retreat. There will be something for 
everyone whether you write 
picture books, chapter books, 
MG, YA, or nonfiction. So far, 
our guests include: 
•	 Editor Katie Carella of 

Scholastic
•	 Editor Grace Kendall of Blue 

Sky Press
•	 Senior Acquisitions Editor 

Nicole Rakozy of Lucent 
Books and Greenhaven Press

 
(continued next page)

Greetings from Francesca and Q,

Seabase in Newport Beach

http://www.scbwi.org
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Make it a top priority to write new material before you 
turn on the Internet, answer your e-mail, or do any 
other writing task in any given day.
 
Q:  What are three things 
that every writer should 
know about using the 
Internet?
1. Editors and Agents 
really DO want authors to 
have a presence on the 
Internet. They take this 
tool seriously and so 
should we.

2. You don’t have to “do it all.” Contrary to what 
some people might say, if you are dedicated to 
earning income as a writer, you won’t have time to do 
every form of social media on the Internet. But you 
don’t have to! Just choose one form and learn to do 
it well but don’t spend so much time on the Internet it 
steals the time you need to work on your manuscripts.

3. There are zillions of writing opportunities on 
the Internet these days. Seek them out. Every page 
you click on has to be written by somebody. Look 
for opportunities to plug into this great growing 
market so you can earn income and build published 
credits. For example, I wrote a monthly column 
for children’s writers for a couple of years for The 
Writer Magazine online. It was great! You can read 
my column, “Writing for Children,” at www.
WriterMag.com.
 
Q:  Has SCBWI been helpful in your career?
SCBWI has been very helpful in my career because 
it has the tools a children’s writer needs to climb 
the ladder of success. Attend any SCBWI gathering 
from the smallest schmooze to the largest national 
conference in Los Angeles and you can network 

with others in the children’s book industry. Editors 
explain how their publishing houses work and 
express personal likes and dislikes they have for 

acquiring manuscripts. 
The resources 
SCBWI provides for both 
beginning authors 
and seasoned veterans 
with published credits 
are literally the best 
in the world. www.
nancyisanders.com

So now, you have some good advice and a pair of great 
events to kick off the New Year so we hope to hear lots 
of good news from you in 2012!
 Hugs,
  Francesca and Q

“Look at writing as a job. Post your 
work schedule on your calendar for the 
week ahead. Assign a manageable task 

to accomplish each hour.”  
                                                Nancy Sanders

Nancy Sanders speaks at an SCBWI event.

http://www.WriterMag.com/
http://www.WriterMag.com/
http://www.nancyisanders.com/
http://www.nancyisanders.com/
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Central-Coastal Regional News
from Mary Ann Fraser

MaryAFrase@aol.com

We thank long-standing advisory board members Val 
Hobbs of Santa Barbara County and Terry Pierce 
of Kern County for their dedicated and enthusiastic 
service in coordinating county events for members. 
And while Gwen Dandridge is stepping down from 
her position as Assistant County Coordinator in Santa 
Barbara, she will be continuing to serve as our listserv 
coordinator. 

Join us in welcoming our two new board members, 
Allison Crotzer Kimmel, our new Assistant Kern 
County Coordinator, and Angela Russell, our new 
Santa Barbara County Coordinator. Here’s a bit about 
each.

Allison Crotzer Kimmel’s interest in children’s 
literature began as a teacher delving into classic 
middle grade novels with 
her students. She left 
teaching to earn her Master 
of Professional Writing 
degree from the University 
of Southern California with 
a concentration in fiction. 
Allison enjoys writing 
historical fiction, particularly 
about children in the World 
War II era. Her goals include 
bringing these characters 
to today’s children, whose 
experiences—growing pains, 
war, navigating difficult 
family relationships—mirror 
theirs though decades 

New CenCal Advisory 
Board Members

separate them. Allison recently won a Special Mention 
for her middle grade manuscript Toots at Writer’s Day.

Angela Russell of Goleta works during the day as a 
quality assurance administrator for L-3 MariPro (“A 
fancy title for auditor, calibration schlepper, and all 
around girl Friday,” she tells us), and at night she loves 
writing middle grade and YA novels. She is a three-time 
writing-contest winner at CenCal Writer’s Days, and 
admits that her main weakness is in not submitting her 
works to editors. She has been a volunteer for 10 years 
with the Wildlife Care Network rehabilitating seabirds 
like pelicans, cormorants, and seagulls. She has also 
volunteered at Hearts Adaptive Riding Center for a 
year, working with physically and mentally challenged 
children and adults.

At the annual retreat in Santa Barbara, authors reflected on their works-
in-progress through art, exercises, and small group critiques. Among the 
many other teachings by core group leaders, Kathi Appelt (fiction) showed 
how controlling beliefs guide characters’ choices. Leader Melissa Stewart 
(nonfiction) clarified the definition of “creative nonfiction.” Here, Charlie 
Perryess, Rebecca Langston-George, and Karin Just tried their hand at 
translating their stories into visuals cut and torn from magazines. 

mailto:MaryAFrase%40aol.com%20?subject=
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Simms Taback and Jody Fickes Shapiro

Among the exquisite joys of being involved in the world 
of children’s books are the remarkable friendships that 
seem to flourish, almost effortlessly, within it.  
So it was, when my husband Perry and I met Simms 
Taback and his wife Gail, a natural fit. The Tabacks were 
new to Ventura. And I was already a groupie, anyway, so 
we invited them to dinner and the rest was history. 

Simms was as endearing a person as his books would 
promise. He was as careful in his communication with 
friends as he was in creating his meticulous artwork. 
You can only be thrilled that he chose to spend the last 
six years of his life living and working in our region. 
We who had the pleasure of his company will miss him 
enormously. And forevermore, children will continue 
to know him through his books.

Jody 
Fickes 
Shapiro
Taback 
was a 
graphic 
designer 
for many 
years, 
designing 
the first 
Happy Meal box for McDonalds. After selling his greeting card 
company, he wrote and illustrated There Was an Old Lady 
Who Swallowed a Fly, using die cuts to allow readers to see 
inside the old lady’s stomach each time she swallowed animals 
of ever-increasing sizes. It was chosen as a 1998 Caldecott 
Honor Book. In 2000, his Joseph Had a Little Overcoat, 
which used the same concept, received the Caldecott Medal. 
Over the years, Taback wrote and illustrated almost 50 books 
for children, and was selected twice for a New York Times 
Best Illustrated Book Award.

In Memoriam
Simms Taback  

February 13, 1932—December 25, 2011

Registration:
www.scbwicencal.org

Featuring Barbara Bottner, NY Times
best selling author & illustrator   

Saturday, March 24, 2012. 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Ventura. $40

Crafting A
Good Story

PASSIONATE
ABOUT

PICTURE BOOKS:

“The Lookout,”  Wanda Snow Porter, 
watercolor and pen and ink. 

http://www.WandaSnowPorter.com

http://www.WandaSnowPorter.com
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Registration:
www.scbwicencal.org

FEATURING       

Christine Peterson, 
Managing Editor, 

Capstone Press   

Saturday, March 3, 2012. 
1:30 p.m. - 4:40 p.m., Bakersfield

$40

How to Write for
Educational

Publishers

ATTENTION WRITERS & ILLUSTRATORS!

Laurent Linn, Art Director for Simon and Schuster 
Publishing, will lead this professional development 
workshop intended to mirror the actual process of 

working with an art director.

An audit is a great opportunity for picture book writers to 
learn how illustrators interpret a manuscript!

Full day audit-only workshop registration:
$40

Registration Deadline: April 27, 2012 
For more information and registration,  
go to: www.scbwicencal.org/Artworks

Audit slots are still available for

BOOK TALK ONLINE
Book Talk is a monthly book discussion group taking 

place on the Central-Coastal California SCBWI 
listserv. Discussions begin on the first of each month, 

facilitated by Lynn Becker (lynnb@mac.com). 
Readers may join in anytime during the month with 

comments or questions about the featured book. 
Book talk is open to all members of the Southern 

California SCBWI who are signed up for the regional 
listserv. To become a member of the listserv, go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/SCBWI-CCal/ 

MARCH
Cosmic, by Frank Cottrell Boyce

Funny and touching middle-grade. Tall-for-his-age 
Liam is mistaken for a dad and gets to go into space.

APRIL
Anna Hibiscus, by Atinuke, illustrated by Lauren Tobia

Early chapter book set in “Amazing Africa” with a 
charming main character

MAY
Okay for Now, by Gary Schmidt 

This older mid-grade is jam-packed with great 
characters. 

JUNE
Inside Out and Back Again, by Thanhha Lai 

Girl from Saigon moves to Alabama during the 
Vietnam War, told in free verse—National Book 

Award winner. 

JULY
I  Want My Hat Back, by Jon Klassen 

Funny, subversive, appealingly original art and design.

mailto:lynnb@mac.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/SCBWI-CCal/


Nominations for the 2011 Sue Alexander 
Service & Encouragement Award are being accepted.

The SASE Award will be presented at the 2012 SCBWI-L.A. Writer’s Days. Nominees must 
be SCBWI-L.A. members. Anyone may submit a name for consideration. Please explain 
how the member has given service & encouragement or what contributions have been 
made to children’s books.

Send nominations by 3/16/12 to:
SCBWI-L.A.

P.O. Box 1728
Pacific Palisades CA 90272

Or e-mail Sarah Laurenson at: sarah.laurenson@gmail.com  
Please write “SASE” on the front of the envelope or in the “Subject” line of your e-mail.

Previous winners are:
Sue Alexander
Mary Ann Dames
Anita McLaughlin
Marilyn Morton
Joanne Rocklin
Patsy Ann Taylor
Julie Williams
Mike Carter
Sandra Arnold
Sherrill Kushner

Lisze Bechtold
Caroline Hatton
Stephanie Gwyn Brown
Mary Peterson
Joan Charles
Sarah Laurenson
Vicki Arkoff
Dawne Knobbe
Lee Wind

mailto:sarah.laurenson@gmail.com
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SCBWI EVENT CALENDAR – Save These Dates!

Go to www.scbwisocal.org/calendar.htm 
for information on regional events.

MONTH DATE DAY TYPE REGION DESCRIPTION

MARCH 3 Sat EVENT CC
Workshop – How to Write for Educa-
tional Publishers by Christine Peterson 

3 Sat DEADLINE L.A. Writer’s Days Contest

13 Tue DEADLINE L.A. Nominations for SASE Award

16 Fri DEADLINE L.A. Send in Manuscript Critique for 
Writer’s Days

24 Sat EVENT CC
Workshop – Passionate About Picture 
Books: Crafting a Good Story by 
Barbara Bottner

24 Sat EVENT CC Critiquenic

31 Sat EVENT OC/IE Agent’s Day

APRIL 21-22 Sat-Sun EVENT L.A. Writer’s Days with Intensives

21 Sat EVENT CC Roundtable – Extending the Life of 
Your Books

MAY 4-6 Fri-Sun EVENT OC/IE Spring Retreat

5 Sat EVENT CC ArtWorks Illustrator’s Day

20 Sun EVENT L.A. Down the Rabbit Hole

31 Thu DEADLINE L.A. Sue Alexander Grant for the Working 
Writer’s Retreat

JUNE 2 Sat EVENT L.A. Critiquenic

JULY 7 Sat EVENT OC/IE Summer SCBWI Portfolio and Promo 
Cards Workshop

AUGUST 3-6 Fri-Mon EVENT INT’L SCBWI International Summer         
Conference

www.secondsetofeyes.com 

http://www.scbwisocal.org/calendar.htm
mailto:PrsPerfect%40aol.com?subject=
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YYou step into the elevator. The doors close. And then it 
hits you: You’re standing next to none other than Ms. 
Perfect-Editor-for-Your-Book. She knows her stuff. The 
question is, do you?

In Hollywood, what happens 
next is called the elevator 
pitch. But the truth is, 
pitching opportunities can 
happen anywhere. Which is 
good, because elevators are 
hard to carry.

Here’s a secret: All good 
pitches have one thing in common. They get your 
manuscript requested. How? By being compelling. 
For this reason, preparing to pitch a story is a useful 
exercise for anyone preparing to write a story. Why? 
Because it forces you to find your hook. 

What follows are some techniques for finding your 
hook and making your story (and you) compelling. 

1. Smile. Enthusiasm is contagious. 
2. In a formal pitch session, lead with title, age 

range, and genre. In an elevator, break the ice. 
Shameless flattery works. So does number 3.

3. “Hook” them. 
4. Here is THE best technique for isolating 

a story’s hook that I’ve come across. It 
comes from screenwriting instructor, Pilar 
Alessandra:

Put your story in the form of a “What 
if…” question. For example, “What if 
an ordinary, teenage boy was sent off 
to wizard school?” Or, “What if a poor 
Southern boy went on the run with a 

runaway slave?” Get rid of the “what if,” put 
the sentence in the present tense, and you 
have your hook. 

This formula is effective because it boils down your 
story to the two things that make stories compelling: 
a unique character, in a unique situation. Ironically, 
neither character nor situation need be unique in-and-
of-themselves, so long as their juxtaposition is. 

When time is of the essence, there is no reason not 
to follow this initial hook with, “Is this something that 
might interest you?” Most listeners will know right 
away if they like it. If they do, they’ll probably want to 
hear more. You got what you wished for. Gulp! What 
now?

Here’s an expanded formula that will help you identify 
key talking points as they relate to the most important 
aspects of any story: character, desire, and obstacle.

- Fill in the bracketed spaces with the relevant 
answers. Asterisked elements may be 
substituted for each other or taken out:
 After [inciting incident], [brief character 
description (no names)] must [primary action], 
*or risk/ while risking [stakes], *in order to 
[end goal—this doesn’t necessarily tell us if 
they succeed or fail, but rather tells us what 
they want]. 

If it’s a period piece, you could stick a 
[During…] at the beginning or end.
Here’s an example: After being shipped off to 
wizard high-school, an ordinary, teenage boy 

(continued next page)

Pitch Perfect—Pitching 
Tips and Tricks 

by Dr. Mike

PITCHING TIPS AND TRICKS
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struggles to fit in while battling a mysterious 
and evil wizard bent on his destruction.

You can probably do better, but you get the 
point. If the short one works, use it. If it feels 
like something is missing, use the long one. 
And as with all creative formulas, make it your 
own. Use what works for you and dump the 
rest.

- The old, Hollywood “it’s X meets 
Y” comparison is a good technique for 
communicating tone. It’s also a great way to 
set up what makes your story unique. Use it 
like this: “So it’s like X meets Y, but what makes 
it unique is….” Use related book titles that 
they’re likely to know. Extra points for using 
titles from their own book lists. 

- Emphasize what makes your story unique: 
New take on an old idea? A twist? Quirky 
characters? Edgy topic? Naked Martians? This 
element is what makes your story outstanding; 
make sure it stands out. And if you can’t figure 
out how to work it into your hook, just tell 
them flat out.

- Whenever possible, make your pitch session 
a dialogue instead of a monologue by asking 
open-ended questions like, “Where did you go 
to wizard school?” and by being open to their 
questions. Questions are good. It means they’re 
engaged. 

- Be ready with as many “hooks” as possible. If 
your first hook doesn’t stick, you’ll want to 
have a backup; and if it does stick, you’ll want 
to keep the ball rolling. 

- Build rapport and create connection by finding 
common ground. Treat anything you have in 
common as a gift, and open it!

- Know whom you’re pitching to. 

- Talk about yourself when the opportunity 
arises. Credentials won’t sell a bad idea, but 
they may make an average idea more attractive. 
Choose information that makes you seem 
interesting, not crazy. 

- Be sure to ask: Is this something that would 
interest you? And/or: May I send you the 
manuscript? That’s the point, remember? 
And whenever possible, get their contact 
information. 

- When you contact them later, remind them 
what you talked about (what you connected 
on is even better) and include your hook 
to remind them what your story is about. 
Remembering you won’t guarantee they like 
your story, but it may get your story read first 
instead of last.  

- Smile. See number one.

Dr. Michael Mahin is a literature professor, creative writing 
coach, screenwriter, and a regular lecturer at SCBWI events. 
His first picture book is forthcoming from Clarion Books at 
Houghton Mifflin—an “elevator” pitch got him in the door.

Want more on how to pitch your 
manuscript successfully? 

Sign up for an intensive pitch session 
with agent Michael Bourret during 

SCBWI-L.A.’s Writer’s Days—April 22, 
2012. See the cover of this issue or 
look for details at www.scbwisocal.
org and registration form at http://

lawritersdays.eventbrite.org

…PITCHING TIPS AND TRICKS

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://lawritersdays.eventbrite.org
http://lawritersdays.eventbrite.org
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Critique Connections Online              v
Longing for a critique group? Why not join Critique Connections Online to find a 
buddy or two? It’s easy, and open to SCBWI members who reside in the Tri-Regions 
of Southern California. Critique Connections Online is not an online critique group 
or a manuscript exchange; it is a way to link up with like-minded people to allow 
you the possibility of creating your own critique group. Best of all, it’s free!  

Name Writer/Illustrator Location Genres
Shelly writer Indio PB
Autumn writer Burbank/Glendale MG, YA
Laurie writer San Luis Obispo County All
Wendy writer Westside MG, YA
Jennifer writer Huntington Beach PB, MG
Laurel writer UCLA area YA, MG

Laurisa writer Online Only YA, MG
W: writer; I: illustrator; OL: online; F2F: face-to-face PB: picture books; MG: middle grade; YA: young adult; GN: graphic novels

To access the contact information or start your own group, join by e-mailing your request to critiqueconnect@
yahoo.com. Questions can be addressed to the same e-mail.

Once you’ve joined the Yahoo! Group, you will be asked to provide information about yourself for a database 
and for an introductory e-mail. Others in the group can then connect directly with you and you with them.

Sheryl Scarborough, Critique Connections Online Coordinator critiqueconnect@yahoo.com
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ALA AWARDS

2012 Association for Library Service to 
Children Award Winners
http://ala.org/news/pr?id=9108 for the full list. 

Newbery Medal: 
The Newbery Medal honors 
the author of the most 
distinguished contribution 
to American literature for 
children.

Dead End in Norvelt, by 
Jack Gantos, published by 
Farrar Straus Giroux.

Newbery Honor Books

Inside Out & Back Again, by Thanhha Lai, published 
by HarperCollins Children’s Books, a division of 
HarperCollins Publishers.

Breaking Stalin’s Nose, written and illustrated by Eugene 
Yelchin, and published by Henry Holt and Company, 
LLC.

Caldecott Medal: The Caldecott Medal honors the 
artist of the most distinguished American picture book 
for children.

A Ball for Daisy, 
illustrated and 
written by Chris 
Raschka, published 
by Schwartz & Wade 
Books, an imprint 
of Random House 
Children’s Books, a 
division of Random 
House, Inc.

Caldecott Honor Books

Blackout, illustrated and written by John Rocco, and 
published by Disney · Hyperion Books, an imprint of 
Disney Book Group.

Grandpa Green, illustrated and written by Lane Smith, 
and published by Roaring Brook Press, a division of 
Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings Limited Partnership.

Me…Jane, illustrated and written by Patrick 
McDonnell, and published by Little, Brown and 
Company, a division of Hachette Book Group, Inc.

Batchelder Award: The Batchelder Award is given to 
an American publisher for a children’s book considered 
to be the most outstanding of those books originally 
published in a language other than English in a country 
other than the United States, and subsequently 
translated into English and 
published in the United States.

Soldier Bear, by Bibi 
Dumon, translated from 
Dutch, illustrated by Philip 
Hopman, translated by Laura 
Watkinson, and published by 
Eerdmans Books for Young 
Readers, an imprint of Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Batchelder Honor Books

The Lily Pond, by Annika Thor, translated from Swedish 
by Linda Schenck, published by Delacorte Press, an 
imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division 
of Random House, Inc.

And the Winner is...
The 2012 ALA Awards for children’s literature

(continued next page)

http://ala.org/news/pr?id=9108
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The Belpré Medal honors a Latino/Latina writer 
and illustrator whose works best portray, affirm, 
and celebrate the Latino cultural experience in an 
outstanding work of literature for children and youth.

Belpré (Illustrator) 
Award: 

Diego Rivera: His 
World and Ours, 
illustrated and 
written by Duncan 
Tonatiuh, published 
by Abrams Books for 
Young Readers, an 
imprint of ABRAMS.

Belpré (Illustrator) Honor Books

The Cazuela that the Farm Maiden Stirred, illustrated 
by Rafael Lopez, written by Samantha R. Vamos and 
published by Charlesbridge.

Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match/Marisol McDonald no 
Combina, illustrated by Sara Palacios, written by Monica 
Brown and published by Children’s Book Press, an 
imprint of Lee and Low Books Inc.

Belpré (Author) Award:

Under the Mesquite, by 
Guadalupe Garcia McCall, 
published by Lee and Low 
Books Inc.

Belpré (Author) Honor 
Books

Hurricane Dancers: The First Caribbean Pirate Shipwreck 
written by Margarita Engle and published by Henry 
Holt and Company, LLC.

Maximilian and the Mystery of the Guardian Angel: A 
Bilingual Lucha Libre Thriller, written by Xavier Garza, 
and published by Cinco Puntos Press.

Geisel Award: The Theodor Seuss Geisel Medal 
honors the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most 
distinguished contribution to the body of American 
children’s literature known 
as beginning reader books 
published in the United States 
during the preceding year.

Tales for Very Picky Eaters, 
written and illustrated by 
Josh Schneider, published 
by Clarion Books, an imprint 
of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Company.

Geisel Honor Books

I Broke my Trunk, written and illustrated by Mo Willems, 
and published by Hyperion Books for Children, an 
imprint of Disney Book Group.

To place an ad in KITE TALES:
Contact Rilla Jaggia at  

kitetaleseditor@rillart.com 
Ads must be submitted in .pdf or .jpg format
300 dpi preferred, black & white or color OK

Link to your website at no extra charge

Ad costs are for one calendar year 
(4 issues) as follows:

Business card size: 3.5”w x 2”h = $30
1/4 page: 3.5”w x 3.75”h = $60
1/2 page: 7”w x 3.75”h = $90
Full page: 7”w x 8”h = $120

Make checks payable to: SCBWI-L.A.
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I  Want My Hat Back, written and illustrated by Jon 
Klassen, and published by Candlewick Press.

See Me Run, written and illustrated by Paul Meisel, and 
published by Holiday House.

Sibert Medal: The Sibert Medal honors the 
author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished 
informational book published during the preceding 
year.

Balloons over 
Broadway: The 
True Story of the 
Puppeteer of 
Macy’s Parade, 
by Melissa 
Sweet, published 
by Houghton 
Mifflin Books for 

Children, an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing Company.

Sibert Honor Books

Black & White: The Confrontation between Reverend Fred L. 
Shuttlesworth and Eugene ‘Bull’ Connor, written by Larry 
Dane Brimnerand, published by Calkins Creek, an 
imprint of Boyds Mills Press, Inc.

Drawing from Memory, written and illustrated by Allen 
Sayand published by Scholastic Press, an imprint of 
Scholastic Inc. 

The Elephant Scientist, written by Caitlin O’Connell and 
Donna M. Jackson, photographs by Caitlin O’Connell 
and Timothy Rodwelland, published by Houghton 
Mifflin Books for Children, an imprint of Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

Witches!: The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem, 
written and illustrated by Rosalyn Schanzerand, 
published by the National Geographic Society.

The Michael L. Printz Award: is sponsored 
by Booklist, a publication of the American Library 
Association www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/
booklistsawards/printzaward/Printz.cfm

The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book 
that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult 
literature. It is named for a Topeka, Kansas school 
librarian who was a long-time active member of the 
Young Adult Library Services Association. 

Where Things Come Back, 
by John Corey Whaley 
published by Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, an 
imprint of Simon & Schuster 
Children’s Publishing.

Printz Honor Books

Why We Broke Up, written by 
Daniel Handler, art by Maira 
Kalman, published by Little, 
Brown and Company, a division of Hachette Book 
Group. 

The Returning, written by Christine Hinwood, 
published by Dial Books, an imprint of Penguin Group 
Young Readers Group USA.

Jasper Jones, written by Craig Silvey, published by Alfred 
A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s 
Books, a division of Random House, Inc.

The Scorpio Races, written by Maggie Stiefvater, 
published by Scholastic Press, an imprint of Scholastic 
Inc.

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/printzaward/Printz.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/printzaward/Printz.cfm


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ENTRY FORM – SUE ALEXANDER SCHOLARSHIP GRANT 
Entries must be postmarked between April 1 and May 31, 2012.

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Title of Manuscript

INSTRUCTIONS
1.  Fill out this entry form.
2.  Paper clip it to three copies 

of your submission.
3.  Mail to:
 Sue Alexander Scholarship
 c/o SCBWI-L.A.
 P. O. Box 1728
 Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

The Sue Alexander Grant for 
the Working Writer’s Retreat

Open to ALL genres!

Recipient receives full tuition to the 
SCBWI-L.A. Working Writer’s Retreat. The recipient will 

be announced in the Fall Issue of Kite Tales.

The Working Writer’s Retreat is popular and tends to sell out before the winner is selected. Be sure to reserve 
your spot at the retreat by signing up early (registration opens after Writer’s Day). The winner will be reimbursed 
their tuition.

CONTEST: Submit one unpublished manuscript (Fiction or Nonfiction) in one of these categories: Picture 
Book (text only, no illustrations or dummies), Middle Grade (first 10 pages), Young Adult (first 10 pages), Poetry 
(a collection of 10 poems on a single theme in proper manuscript form, double spaced and in 12-point type).

RULES: 1. You must be a member in good standing of the SCBWI-L. A. Region.
 2. Published or unpublished SCBWI-L.A. members are welcome to apply.
 3. The submitted manuscript must not be under contract for publication at the time of application.
 4. Limited to one entry per person. Send 3 copies. 
 5. Submissions must be limited to a maximum of 10 double-spaced pages, or 10 poems in proper 

manuscript form (double-spaced and in 12-point type).
 6. Do NOT put your name on the manuscript, only on the entry form (below).
 7. Paperclip the entry form and manuscripts together.
 8. Submissions will not be returned.
 9. Please be sure to follow these submission guidelines. Submissions not in compliance with these 

rules will be disqualified.
 10. Judges will remain anonymous.

All entries must be postmarked between April 1, 2012, and May 31, 2012. 
Go to www.scbwisocal.org for more information.

Submissions not in compliance with these rules will be disqualified. 
For more information visit www.scbwisocal.org/events/la_Sue_Alexander_Grant.html

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.scbwisocal.org//events/la_Sue_Alexander_Grant.html
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FAN MAIL

Fan Mail
as written to Sherry Shahan

•	 Thank you for visiting our classroom and indulging 
my imagination. I like how you use smart thoughts.

•	 I really liked your presentation even though I did 
not get to watch all of it. Someone brought out the 
stool and my finger was in the way. He sat down on 
my finger and the stool almost chopped it off.

•	 Have you ever been lost in the wilderness? It seems 
like you know a lot of ways to get out of a pickle.

•	 I feel it would be cool if you 
wrote about adventures with 
magic animals. It would give your 
books a lot more interest. Sorry, 
just an idea.

•	 I hate to burst your bubble but 
South Dakota has mosquitoes 
the size of hummingbirds. Alaska 
may have big mosquitoes, but when it 
comes to mosquitoes South Dakota beats any state.

•	 I love animals because they can’t yell at you or tell 
you what to do. Animals keep you distracted and 
even if the animals don’t know you they will love 
you anyways.

•	 Your book is great! I’m on the 97th page and I only 
started on May 21.

•	 I finally got over my writer’s block! I took your 
advice and skipped the bit I was stuck on! Once I’d 
done that, I immediately saw the connection. My 
book is the first in what I hope to be a good-sized 
series. But enough about me.

•	 You may have even influenced ME to write a book, 
that’s how perfectly I thought you presented to our 
class.

•	 I have been working on a book called My Last Sum-
mer. I have not even started but I am getting to it.

•	 I want to write a book myself. Plus guess what? 
I already started! It’s not very good but it’s 
something.

•	 Have you ever gotten your toothbrush put in an ice 
tray?

•	 I’m caring, nice, and funny. I 
have bleached blond hair and 
freckles. I love to read and 
write. I don’t have a dad. He 
cheated on my mom and left 
are family but I kinda got over 
it. Me and my mom have a 
saying, “Love is what you do, 
not what you say.” 

•	 The one thing I learned is when you’re a writer you 
don’t have to get out of your p.j.s to go to work -- 
which I would prefer. 

•	 I was going to write to Judy Blume but someone 
else got her first.

•	 I need to get a hold of you. Please call me at 239-
0339.

* Excerpted from 22 years of letters from 4th and 5th 
graders around the country.

Sherry Shahan is the author of more than 
30 books for young readers—fiction and 
nonfiction. She frequently visits schools 
with a visual presentation featuring her 
adventure novels.

Recent novels by Sherry Shahan
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Once there was this boy, who in front of my eyes 
became a man. He was as sweet as they come, and 
cute, too. His personality was so delightful, so funny, so 
entertaining that everyone who met him took to him 
immediately. Maybe it was his ready smile…or maybe 
it was his Mickey Mouse tennis shoes. Whatever it was, 
I was charmed that hot summer day I met him.

We (Judy Enderle and I) met Mike (the boy) in 
Chatauqua, New York, at the first Highlights For 
Children Writing retreat. We were speakers and 
workshop leaders and he was one of the attendees. 
We were friends from the first hello. Mike was so 
eager to learn and so eager to please. It was a pleasure 
working with him. But it was more than his writing 
and illustrating ability that made him stand out. He was 
there! No matter what you needed, he got it. If you 
needed something schlepped, he schlepped it. If you 
just needed a hug, Mike was there to give it to you. 
Like everyone at Chatauqua, we told him about SCBW 
(no “I” then) and encouraged him to come to one of our 
events.

The boy came, not knowing what he was getting 
himself into. And what he got into was being a SCBW- 
fulltime volunteer. He was our Jack-of-all-trades. He 
fixed, he schlepped publisher guidelines, he set up our 
events, he broke them down, he laughed and he joked 
and he became indispensable. He was SCBW family.  

When Mike won the SASE (Sue Alexander Service and 
Encouragement Award), he was surprised and honored. 
No volunteer deserved it more. We all were thrilled for 
him.

When Mike decided to tell us he was a single father, we 
were surprised. To us he was a son or a baby brother, 
but to Robbie he was Dad. When Mike married 

Connie, we were all so happy for him. When his family 
grew, we waited for all the news about Robbie and 
the babies. Over the last few years, Mike’s life had 
to become more about his growing family and not so 
much about SCBWI. We enjoyed the times we did see 
Mike, but they became fewer and we missed him. I will 
go on missing Mike, but I am blessed for having known 
him.

Stephanie Jacob Gordon

It was with sadness that I learned that Mike had 
died. He was much too young—a husband, a dad, a 
businessman. But most of all he was a great guy. Always 
ready with a hug and a gorgeous smile, always ready to 
help out, that was Mike. He helped with many of the 
SCBWI-L.A. events, one of the many important people 
who make things run smoothly behind the scenes. A 
talented artist and in touch with the kid within, Mike 
created Adventures in Parties, an event business that 
created memorable parties and celebrations. Mike is 
missed.

Judy Enderle

Mike Carter receives the SASE award from Sue 
Alexander. Photo by Joan Graham.

Tribute: Mike Carter
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I first met Mike Carter at SCBWI-L.A. Writer’s 
Days and Illustrator’s Days in the 90’s. We were both 
developing our illustration portfolios and we shared 
our hopes of becoming children’s book illustrators. 
His passion and joy for art and for children’s books 
inspired me. Through the years, I came to appreciate 
Mike’s wonderful humor and his warm laugh as we 
volunteered at SCBWI events. He was the one you 
could count on to lift the heaviest loads, work the 
longest hours, and take the least credit. Stacking chairs 
at the Clairbourn School was a treat when Mike was 
around. As time passed, I saw the same love of art and 
children in the amazing celebrations he created. They 
were so beautiful and so full of Mike’s joyful spirit. We 
have lost a wonderful man.

Anita McLaughlin

Mike made me smile. We talked about our children. 
Without saying it, Mike let you know everything would 
be all right. My fondest memory of him was as The 
Inspector in Judy and Stephanie’s interactive mystery. 
We performed, in costume, during one of the Working 
Writer’s Retreats at the Holy Spirit Retreat Center. 
Mike was a super guy. He will be missed. 

Patsy Ann Taylor

I did not know Mike as long as those who have shared 
their feelings in this tribute. But, it sure didn’t take 
long to get to know Mike as a “friend.” He was always 
there for you, if you ever needed him. I shall always 
remember how Mike’s face would light up when he 
smiled. He was a darling man and a real credit to the 
Los Angeles Region. He will be missed.

Edie Pagliasotti

I met Mike in Judy and Stephanie’s writing class many 
years ago. He soon became one of the dedicated 
volunteers for events in our region. Year after year, 
Mike delivered countless boxes of handouts to 

the school and helped set up for Writer’s Day and 
Illustrator’s Day. His smile, enthusiasm, genuinely 
friendly spirit, as well as the encouragement he gave 
to me and to others, are the memories I will hold onto 
about Mike. It was my pleasure to have known him and 
he will be missed. 

Marilyn Morton

I also met Mike in Judy and Stephanie’s writing 
class. He helped Marilyn and me during Writers’ Day 
when the two of us used to be in charge of that day. 
We could always count on Mike to set up, to bring 
things.  He was a nice, lovely person, creative and hard 
working. He was too young to leave us.

Sandra Martín

There are two things I’ll always remember about Mike 
– how eager he was to pitch in and help without being 
asked, always a smile on his face, and how deeply he 
loved his family. He will be missed.

Claudia Harrington

Writing Connections
Writing Connections Disclaimer: KITE TALES accepts members’ ads for writing and 

illustrating businesses and activities. An ad in KITE TALES does not imply  
endorsement by SCBWI, and members are reminded to request additional informa-

tion from advertisers.  We retain the right to refuse and to suspend ads. 

http://www.writersinkville.com
mailto:judink%40aol.com?subject=Kite%20Tales%20Critique%20by%20Mail


Kite Tales 21 Spring 2012

CONTENTS

A

AGENT’S PERSPECTIVE

At conferences and online, the questions 
I get asked most often have to do with 
queries—what makes me eager to read 
more? what are some common mistakes? 
what to include? etc. I thought I’d use 
this opportunity to take you through my 
process of evaluating a novel query—
from start to finish—and try to address 
some of these questions along the way. 

In the body of the query letter I’m 
looking for:

A personalized greeting, on why you chose to 
submit to me. The first thing I’m going to notice is your 
greeting. Is it personalized in some way? This isn’t to 
stroke my ego, rather, I want to know that you took the 
time to research me as well as my agency and why your 
project fits our interests. If there is personalization, 
such as a mention of reading about me in an interview 
or a mention of an author our agency represents, I tune 
in. If there’s no personalization of any kind, I’ve found 
these queries often don’t follow our guidelines or are 
for areas I don’t represent.

A brief description of your project. The most 
common mistake here is making the description too 
long. This isn’t the place for a plot synopsis. I’m looking 
for the genre, target audience, word count, and a brief 
description of the story. The purpose of the description 
is for me to determine that this is (1) a genre I 
represent and (2) a concept I could be interested in. 
I’m eager to get to the meat of the query—the sample 
pages! 

A brief bio with your publishing history (if 
applicable). Leave off any self-published titles (unless 
they have strong sales numbers). Include the names of 

Introducing Sara Scuito
Full Circle Literary

www.fullcircleliterary.com

any established literary 
magazines, anthologies, 
etc., your work has 
appeared in. If you have 
no publishing history, 
no big deal, it doesn’t 
count against you; just 
include a line or two 
about your career, 
education, or any relevant 
awards or recognitions 
you’ve received—a little 
something to give me a 

feel for you. Also, don’t forget to mention you are a 
SCBWI member!

After I’ve established that your project is one I’m 
interested in, I am excited to read the included sample 

pages, as per our guidelines. At this point, you’ve won 
me over with your concept and it’s a matter of whether 
or not I connect with your writing. This is a bit hard to 
define, and subjective from agent to agent. All I can say 
is make sure your manuscript is as polished as possible 
before sending it out—first impressions matter. And 
proofread, proofread! Don’t let typos and grammatical 
errors make us think you’re less experienced than you 
are and distract from your writing. 

(continued next page)

Literary agent Sara Scuito

Make sure your manuscript is as 
polished as possible before sending it 

out—first impressions matter. 
And proofread, proofread!

http://www.fullcircleliterary.com
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...AGENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Okay, I’ve stressed the importance of personalization, 
and to only submit to agents whose interests fit your 
project, so…I better share my own:

I represent children’s books from picture books to 
young adult. For YA, more than anything, I’m drawn 
to a sophisticated voice with a smart narrative. For 
MG, I’m still looking for a smart voice, but more 
specifically, a young, authentic voice. Capturing a true 
MG voice is REALLY hard to do; when it’s done well, 
it makes the story for me. 

•	 As far as genres, my tastes run the gamut. More 
than anything, a truly unique concept is what gets 
my attention, but here’s a sampling of my general 
interests and specific hot buttons so you get a feel 
for my style:

•	 Dystopian! (Yes, there’s been a recent glut, but 
I still love it and think there’s room for projects 
that take a fresh approach to this genre). I’m 
particularly on the lookout for a good dystopian 
thriller or a sci-fi dystopian. 

•	 Unique Paranormal. I see A LOT of angels, 
demons, immortals, reincarnation—if you’re 
doing one of these, you need to have a fresh spin 
on it. 

•	 Thrillers. Anything-but-contemporary thrillers. I’d 
love to see a gothic or sci-fi thriller.

•	 Sci-fi. I prefer mine light.

•	 Fantasy. More Urban than High Fantasy. 

•	 Character-driven Historical (especially for MG).

•	 Contemporary, particularly if it’s raw/quirky/
gritty/dark (i.e. no teen chick-lit, please). 

•	 Horror (hesitantly). I haven’t found any I really 
love yet (probably because I don’t see a lot of it), 
but I’d love to find a good project to represent.

And I’m always thrilled to see anything with magic, 
period settings, novels in verse, stories with artistic 
themes, international locales or evocative regional 
settings (like the Deep South).

I’m also selectively representing picture books that are 
800 words or less (shorter is better). I’m especially 
looking for quirky or humorous narratives, character-
driven, and author/illustrators.

If you’d like to submit to me, please send a query letter 
plus the first 10 pages of your manuscript pasted in the 
email body (or full manuscript text, for picture books) 
to submissions@fullcircleliterary.com (include “Sara 
Sciuto” somewhere in the subject line). See the FCL 
website for full submission guidelines. You can also 
check out my twitter feed: @sarasciuto. 

Good writing and happy querying! 

                                               Sara

Sara Sciuto is a new member of Full Circle Literary. 
A graduate of the University of California, San 
Diego, Sara also completed literature coursework at 
NYU. Before joining Full Circle, she gained valuable 
experience working on film and foreign rights with the 
Taryn Fagerness Agency. 

Her great passions in life are travel and good food 
- and good books, of course, but that goes without 
saying! While she’s always cultivating new obsessions, 
her latest are photography and sailing. 

Full Circle Literary is a boutique literary agency, 
offering a unique full circle approach to literary 
representation.  With offices based in San Diego and 
New York, their agents represent picture books, middle 
grade, and young adult books by authors including 
SCBWI members Jennifer Ward, Toni Buzzeo, and 
Monica Brown, among many others.

mailto:submissions@fullcircleliterary.com
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POET’S PERSPECTIVE

(continued next page)

Not April’s dog, but maybe 
he’ll inspire you!

I’m going to give you a gift: three 
easy steps to becoming a poet.  

But first, I want to tell you a bit about my own writing 
habits. You don’t have to do what I do. Really. I just 
want to open my world to you.

I write a poem a day. Many are what I call PHP—
“place-holder poems”—ones that will do in a pinch 
while I wait for the magic...you know the PHPs.

But I write one, no excuses. Then I email it to my 
friend, author and poet, Bruce Balan www.BruceBalan.
com, who sails around the world on his trimaran 
“Migration” (named for his picture book, The Cherry 
Migration http://brucebalan.com/cherry.htm).  

Bruce cooks dinner. And for the last two years, while 
his wife, Alene, washes the dishes, Bruce sits on 
their little red-hulled sailboat somewhere in French 
Polynesia, and reads her my poem. 

Believe me, I don’t roll out of bed each morning with 
a poem in my tight fist. Now that my boy is in college, 
my best writing time begins in the late afternoon. I 
usually send Bruce the poem minutes before midnight.  

One recent month, I sent him poems for Janet Wong 
(www.JanetWong.com) and Sylvia Vardell’s (http://
poetryforchildren.blogspot.com) third amazing e-book 
poetry anthology, Gift Tag.  

If you don’t know about these ground-breaking books, 
check out www.PoetryTagTime.com. Their anthologies 
connect or “tag” each poem—a great game of tag to 
play with writers of all ages.

How to Be a Poet in Three Easy Steps
And What the Dickens are PHP and PPP?

by April Halprin Wayland

This assignment was to write a poem about a gift based 
on a photo—no more than 10 lines long (including 
stanza breaks), and no more than 25 characters 
(with spaces) per line, for the 0-8 age group. Whew! 
The hardest part was the limited word count. But 
I sometimes find rules and forms inspiring. It’s as if 
someone said, “Here are your crayons—you have ten 
minutes and it has to include a tuba—GO!”

I picked the photo of a dog because I’m madly in love 
with my dog (part German Shepherd, part Doberman, 
part goof-ball). I wrote the obvious, I wrote clichés. 
Then I tried to write the 
not-so-obvious. I tried 
standing on my head and 
looking at the topic in a 
different light.

Here are some of my 
experiments: 

SURPRISE! 
by April Halprin Wayland 

 
I am hiding, hiding in a 
big box with little holes 

trying not to wiggle 
my butt or wag my tail!

 
Open me, open me, please-- 
I am drooling to meet you!

http://www.BruceBalan.com
http://www.BruceBalan.com
http://brucebalan.com/cherry.htm
http://www.JanetWong.com
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com
http://www.PoetryTagTime.com
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HINT, HINT 

by April Halprin Wayland 

 

Mom—I don’t mean to whine, 

whimper, howl or growl... 

it’s just that 

the holidays 

are coming up 

and I’m 
really, 
really, 

really good 

at picking up dog poop. 

...POET’S PERSPECTIVE

(continued next page)

FAVORITES 

by April Halprin Wayland 

 

My favorite aunt? Cissie! 

My favorite uncle? Stu! 

The best dessert? 

Cheese cake! 

My favorite number? Two! 

My favorite holiday? 

Hanukah! 

The best weather? Foggy! 

My favorite color? Purple! 

The best present? Doggy!

I’m never sure what’s the best 
poem for an anthology...sometimes 
it depends on what poems the 
anthologist has already chosen. I liked 
the one we chose because it’s quirky—
it feels as if I had stood on my head to 
write it:

Thank you for waiting so patiently for those 
three easy steps. You’ve earned them:

HOW TO BE A POET IN THREE EASY STEPS:

1. Wake up inspired and brilliant.
  Wait, never mind—you can skip this step. Go 
  directly to 2.

2.  Not all your work will be brilliant. Some days are  
 like that. On those days, write a PHP—place  
 holder poem.

3.  Ask someone to be your PPP—your personal  
 poetry person—and send them your poems on a  
 regular basis. Daily? Weekly? Some other schedule?  
 It doesn’t matter, as long as you’ve committed to  

THUMP, THUMP, THANK YOU! 
by April Halprin Wayland

 
Look what I got for 

Hanukah! Just what I itched 
for—my very own boy!

IF I WERE A DOG
by April Halprin Wayland

If I were a dog and you
gave me a new leash,
I wouldn’t wait for

kibble in my tin dish.
I would not!

I would walk myself down
to the corner store

for an ice cream bone
and I’d bring back a cone

for you.
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 it in writing. Make it more important than coffee,  
 than brushing your teeth, than whatever you do  
 on a regular basis. I just heard you, and yes, make 

  it more important than that.  

Wait—what happens when I decide not to write a 
poem? What happens when I just don’t have it in me? 
When I’m tired of the burden, when it feels like 
homework, when I’m sick or discouraged? 

I’ve threatened to quit. But Bruce and Alene push back. 
They depend on it for their evening entertainment. 
And believe me, some of my PHPs are so lame, they’re 
pretty entertaining. 

So ask someone to be your own PPP, write a couple of 
PHPs, find that gift poem within...and share it. What a 
gift that will be. 

Tag, you’re it! 

poems © April Halprin Wayland 2012 

April Halprin Wayland is a farmer 
turned folk musician turned 
author and poet who lives near 
the beach in Southern California. 
Her critically acclaimed novel 
in poems, Girl Coming in for 
a Landing, her picture books, 
and her poetry have garnered 
numerous awards including the 
Sidney Taylor Gold Medal, the Lee 
Bennett Hopkins Honor Award for 
Children’s Poetry, the Myra Cohn 
Livingston Award for Poetry, and MommyCare’s Book of the 
Year. www.aprilwayland.com   

...POET’S PERSPECTIVE

Spurr, Elizabeth, In 
the Garden, illustrated 
by Manelle Oliphant, 
Peachtree Publishers, 
board book, ages 1 to 3, 
ISBN: 978-1-56145-581-2.

Toot Your Horn
Wardlaw, Lee, Red, 
White and Boom!, 
illustrated by Huy 
Voun Lee, Henry Holt 
Books for Young Readers, 
picture book, ages 2 - 5, 
ISBN: 978-0805090659. 

Toot Your Horn in Kite Tales!
For the benefit of booksellers and librarians, Kite Tales, twice per year, lists new books written or illus-
trated by members. Send us:  Title by author, illustrator; Ages ? and up; Genre and publisher; Author or 

book website. Is author SCBWI member? Is illustrator SCBWI member?

Sorry, no self-published, print-on-demand or subsidy/vanity press books.
E-mail to: kitetaleseditor@rillart.com

The next Toot Your Horn will appear in the Fall Issue.
Next Deadline: July 15, 2012

http://www.aprilwayland.com
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Managing Editor Kite Tales

by Rilla Jaggia

In my experience, the best things come in funny 
packages, the more eccentric the better. When we 
moved to Southern California from Sydney, Australia, a 
few years ago, my husband and I signed up for a county 
museum field trip to the San Bernardino Mountains. We 
were late. Only the last van had room for us. The driver, 
the diminutive curator of education, insisted we sing, 
“We are the party van,” at the tops of our voices every 
time we disembarked—just to make the other vans 
jealous. 

She’s nuts, I thought. Perfect! 

So we got to chatting. “I’d like to write for children,” I 
told her when she asked. 

“No kidding! Me, too!” 

Hmm. I should have known. 

“Have you heard of the 
SCBWI?” was her next 
question. 

I hadn’t. Thanks to 
her…I got an earful. I’ve 
come a long way with 
SCBWI since then. 

Before: 
•	 Surely,	I	can	do	better	than	“middle”	grade.	If	I	work	

hard enough my manuscripts should reach a more 
advanced level…no?

•	 450	pages	in	a	manuscript	for	11-year	olds,	so?	
What’s the problem? Haven’t you read Harry Potter?

•	 This	manuscript	is	fantastic! That’s what my 12-year 
old niece said, and she read the whole thing through 
in one sitting.

•	 What	do	you	mean	this	is	a	short	story	and	not	
a picture book? Of course, all that description is 
necessary.

•	 32-pages?	That’s	crap.	Who	makes	the	rules	around	
here anyway?

•	 Critique	group?	Why	would	I	need	one	of	those?	
I CAN write; I’ve been a professor for crying out 
loud. I know how to steer clear of clichés. 

After many conferences and workshops and events 
offered by SCBWI, I started to get an idea of what it took 
to be a writer and how impossible it was to get there 
alone. So, when, Caroline Hatton advertized the opening 
for managing editor of Kite Tales on the listservs, I knew 
this was how I could begin to pay back my debt and learn 
even more in the process. After much hoodwinking, arm-
twisting (non-fiction), and cocktails (fiction) Caroline 

finally agreed to give me the job. 

She had no idea what she’d done. I had no idea 
what I’d let myself in for. 

This position has been the most fun and 
fulfilling job (other than my own writing!) 
I’ve ever had (I’ve had several). The people 
I’ve met, the friends I’ve made, the family I’ve 
gathered around me carry me through my 
writing life, every day. I try not to imagine 
where I’d be without the generosity, insights, 
knowledge, and love I have found in the 

community of children’s writers and illustrators. 

So, if you want to share in this amazing community and 
discover all it has to offer…hop on board, volunteer, 
and get a kick out of the ride. It’s nuts…! There’s 
nothing like it. Perfect! 

Rilla Jaggia has sold stories to the Los Angeles Times “Kid’s 
Reading Room” and Highlights for Children, and is the 
recipient of a SCBWI  WIP award for a multicultural  YA novel. 
She looks forward to spending more time with her middle grade 
and  YA characters who’ve been up to no good while she served as 
managing editor of Kite Tales. www.rillajaggia.com 

VOLUNTEER IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Daydreaming in the gardens of the Alcázar 
palace, Sevilla, Spain

http://www.rillajaggia.com
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NEWS FROM THE INTERNET

You, Too, Can List Your Manuscript 
as an E-Book on Amazon! 

by Tommy Kovac

A guide for the e-beginner 
using Microsoft Word

Maybe you have an out-of-print 
book the rights of which have 
reverted to you, or a manuscript 
you’d like to market on your 
own. If you’re like me, the idea 
of formatting an e-book and 
getting it listed for sale sounds 
intimidating and complicated. But 
I was determined to find out how 
to do it on my own, without paying 
someone else to do it for me. 

I experimented with two short 
stories, and discovered that it’s 
just a matter of figuring out 
the different steps, and a little 
troubleshooting along the way.

I would like to stress the obvious, 
though: Spend the majority of 
your efforts on getting the final 
draft of your manuscript free of 
any typos, misspellings, and other 
mistakes before you tackle the 
e-book formatting!

Troubleshooting tips:

FONT: Use Times New 
Roman, Arial, or Courier New.

WORD FORMATTING: In 
Word, select the option to 
show formatting denoted by 
the paragraph symbol (¶). This 
will reveal any unnecessary or 
missing formatting of which 
you may be unaware. Verify 

that there are “indent” and 
“paragraph break” symbols 
only where you want them. 
Make sure there are no extra 
spaces at the end of each 
paragraph. This can cause 
unwanted line breaks.

IMAGES: Save at a resolution 
of 72 dpi (pixels/dots per 
inch), as a JPG file type, with 

1) Using Microsoft Word
 a.__ Save manuscript as “.doc” file
 b.__ Review font, spacing, and formatting 
 c.__ Insert any interior illustrations/images
 d.__ Save as “web page, filtered” file type 

2) Using MobiPocket Creator (www.mobipocket.com/en/
downloadsoft/productdetailscreator.asp)  (free download)
 __ Convert to e-book 

3) Using Kindle Previewer (www.amazon.com/gp/feature.
html?docId=1000234621) (free download)
 __ Preview e-book file 

4) Using Amazon’s Kindle Direct Publishing program 
(https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/help/refresh)
 __ Upload for sale 

5) PROMOTE  YOUR BOOK!

Clip & Save Checklist

Clip & Save Checklist

 ...it’s just a matter 
of figuring out the 

different steps, and a 
little troubleshooting 

along the way.
(continued next page)

(For detailed steps see troubleshooting tips below)

http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailscreator.asp
http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailscreator.asp
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000234621
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000234621
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/help/refresh
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dimensions/size between 500x600 to 600x730 pixels for a cover 
image. (Interior images may be smaller)

USING MOBIPOCKET CREATOR: Open MobiPocket, select “import 
from existing file,” find your HTML (web page) document, and click 
“import.” The directions are really easy to follow. Also, use MobiPocket 
to attach your book’s cover image.

USING KINDLE PREVIEWER: Open Previewer, select “open book,” 
and browse to find your e-book file. This shows you exactly what it 
will look like on Kindle. Review it carefully and completely, because 
you may need to return to your original document (the “.doc” file) 
and make changes. You can always reformat and convert again, before 
making it available on Amazon.

UPLOADING FINISHED E-BOOK TO AMAZON: Log in to your 
Kindle Direct Publishing account and fill in the information for your 
e-book. Be thorough in your description so the buyer knows what 
they are getting. Follow the steps to upload your e-book. Select the 
“preview” option. This looks much like the Kindle Previewer, but don’t 
skip this step! It is your last chance to catch any formatting errors 
before you make your product available to the public.

Once you’ve successfully listed your e-book with 
Amazon, use your social networks to get the word 
out!

Tommy Kovac has illustrated and/or written numerous 
comic books and graphic novels for SLG Publishing and 
Disney Press. He lives in Southern California and works as 
a Library Technician in a public school library. 
www.tommykovac.com

Got a New Book Coming Out?

Tell your publisher’s publicity person which state awards it’s eligible for. Go to the Central Los Angeles 
Public Library downtown, to the Children’s Literature department. Ask the librarian to help you pull up 

“Awards & Prizes from the Children’s Book Council.”  The Library will maintain the subscription only if it’s 
used.  It’s the only resource of its kind! To look up each State award individually, you would have to know 

the name of the award or sponsoring agency. 

http://www.tommykovac.com
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ILLUSTRATOR’S GALLERY

John Krause 

John Krause graduated from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1990. Despite all the publishing heavies teaching 
there, he became a Hollywood animator. Over the years, he’s worked on many television projects. One involved 
referencing current picture books. He was introduced to a new wave of artists: Calef Brown, William 
Joyce, and Peggy Rathmann to name a few. He was blown away! The picture book bug finally bit him.

 For the next eight years, he experimented with artistic styles and stories. His efforts evolved 
into several submissions and by default, a picture book portfolio. As John honed his skills, 
some professionals began to take notice. Mary Kole of Andrea Brown Literary Agency offered 
representation. Marilyn Brigham at Marshall Cavendish requested one of his stories titled Poco 
Loco which he co-created with his wife Maria. His encouraging agent, Mary, helped with a polish. 
It was acquired at Marshall Cavendish and Poco Loco will be out in spring 2013!

 John continues to experiment with different mediums and stories. His submission for the 
2011 SCBWI Scholarship Contest was an experiment as well. He’d been working digitally 
and wanted to break out the ol’ watercolors. Now he’s experimenting with a nom de 
plume. Come 2013, if you see a “J. R. Krause” at an SCBWI event, it’ll be him.
“I look for inspiration everywhere;” John says, “not only other picture books but music, 
novels, movies, sports, nature, and most of all my own two kids.”
http://johnkrause.com

http://johnkrause.com
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Great News

A sequel to Sheep by Valerie Hobbs, a California Young 
Reader Medal winner, will be published in 2013 by Frances 
Foster Books/FSG. www.valeriehobbs.com  
 
Michael Mahin, aka Dr. Mike, has just sold his first 
picture book, tentatively titled Stalebread Charlie and the 
Kids  Who Invented Jazz to Lynne Polvino at Clarion Books/ 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, a connection he made through 
Editor Daniel Nayeri at the 2011 SCBWI, Tri-Region 
Editor’s Day. 

Two of Farida Mirza’s manuscripts qualified for the 
MeeGenius! Author Challenge 2011: When Emma  Was a Toddler 
and Rain, Rain, Drench Me Some More. www.fmirza.com  

Co-authors Gina Capaldi and Q. L. Pearce are happy to 
announce that Red Bird Sings: The Story of Zitkala-Ša, Native 
American Author, Musician and Activist, illustrated by Gina 
Capaldi (Carolrhoda Books, 2011), has won a 2011 Eureka! 
Award silver medal from the California Readers Association 
(CRA). www.qlpearce.com 

Won Ton - A Cat Tale Told in Haiku, written by Lee Wardlaw, 
illustrated by Eugene Yelchin (Holt, ages 4 and up)  has 
received the following awards/honors:
* Fancy Feast/Purina “Love Story” Award 2011 - given to the 

book that best depicts the loving relationship between cats 
and their owners 

* Cat Writers’ Association Muse 
Medallion for Best Children’s Book 2011

* SLJ Best Children’s Books 2011
* Washington Post Best Children’s Books 

2011
* NYPL Best Children’s Poetry Books 2011
* 2011 Nerdies Book Award (Poetry)
* Nominee, ALSC Notable Children’s 

Books 2012
* ALA/Book Links Magazine - Top 30 Titles for K-8 Libraries 

and Classrooms
* 2011 Forward National Literature Award - Best Picture 

Book
* 2012 Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award 

www.leewardlaw.com

Breaking Stalin’s Nose, written and illustrated by Eugene 
Yelchin, was named a 2012 Newbery Honor Book. 
www.eugeneyelchin.com  

  Events

Children’s Literature Council of Southern 
California 
2012 Spring Workshop: Serving Children with 
Autism: Literature, Libraries and Learning
 
Featuring Guest Speakers: Dr. Ricki G. Robinson -  Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics at the UCS Keck School of Medicine, 
co-director at the La Cañada Descanso Medical Center for 
Development and Learning, and Barbara Klipper - Youth 
Services Librarian at The Ferguson Library in Stamford, 
CT, trainer of Connecticut librarians on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, and designer of  The Ferguson Library’s Sensory 
Storytime Program
Saturday, April 28, 2012, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Frostig Center, 971 N. Altadena Dr, Pasadena, CA 91107
For more information visit www.childrensliteraturecouncil.
org  

Classes

Art Center College of Design Night Program 
(626) 396-2319 or www.artcenter.edu/atnight 
 
Otis College of Art and Design 
310-665-6850, or 310-665-6950. E-mail: otisce@otis.edu 

UCLA Extension Writers’ Program  
www.uclaextension.edu/writers  
As the largest and most comprehensive university-related 
writing program in the nation, the UCLA Extension 
Writers’ Program equips new and practicing writers with 
the tools they need to tell their stories and to seek out 
publication and production. UCLA offers more than 500 
annual onsite and online writing courses in writing for the 
youth market, as well as fiction, memoir, personal essay, 
poetry, playwriting, publishing, feature film, and television 
writing.
 
For more information: (310) 825-9415. To enroll: (310) 
825-9971 or (818) 784-7006.

Bulletin Board

http://www.valeriehobbs.com
http://www.fmirza.com/
http://www.qlpearce.com
http://www.leewardlaw.com
http://www.eugeneyelchin.com
http://www.childrensliteraturecouncil.org
http://www.childrensliteraturecouncil.org
http://www.artcenter.edu/atnight
http://www.artcenter.edu/atnight
mailto:otisce@otis.edu
http://www.uclaextension.edu/writers
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Definitions for the Perplexed 
by Editorial Anonymous
Reprinted with permission 
from http://editorialanonymous.blogspot.com
A Blog of a Children’s Book Editor

FROM THE BLOG OF A CHILDREN’S BOOK EDITOR

Bookscan 

Is wrong information better than no information? 
 
For many publishers, the answer is yes. 
 
Bookscan is a service that started in 2001, and gathers 
information from bookstores about what books 
are sold every week. Not all bookstores report to 
Bookscan. They have about 13,000 retailers reporting 
to them from across the country, and then they use the 
figures from each one to extrapolate about the retailers 
in each area from whom they don’t have sales numbers. 
 
So the sales numbers Bookscan reports are a guess. 
But on top of that, Bookscan is also only recording the 
sales of books in bookstores...which does not include 
any sales direct from the publisher, through school or 
library accounts, through bookclubs, etc. etc. etc. 
 
A particular book’s Bookscan sales number can often 
be half what the book’s true sales numbers are—
and are sometimes more like a third or even a sixth! 
Bookscan is not terribly reliable. 
 
Publishers know this, but at the same time, they have 
no other way to find out how the books at other 
publishers have sold. So in this case, incomplete 
information (and who knows how incomplete) is better 
than no information, at least to a publisher’s mind. 

 
“Wow, that’s...boring,” you say. “What exactly does this 
have to do with me?” 
 
Well, I’ll tell you. When an editor is getting ready to 
make an offer to you, she’ll look up your past published 
books’ Bookscan numbers, and she’ll base that offer on 
those numbers. Modest numbers = modest offer. 
 
Unless. Unless you’ve included in your past publishing 
information the real numbers from your royalty 
statements. Your publisher’s numbers are always going to 
be higher than Bookscan numbers. 
 
So keep track of your sales, huh? And let the acquiring 
editor know how your books have really done, because 
she’d rather raise confidence at the publisher with your 
past sales, and she’d rather pay you more if she can 
justify it. 
 
And agents? I’m talking to you, too.

Next time on Definitions for the Perplexed— Sell-In and 
Sell-Through

From Editorial Anonymous: “If you have questions, e-mail 
them to editorialanonymous@hotmail.com, and I’ll try to 
answer them. But seriously, don’t try to query me or submit to 
me. I’m anonymous. If you submit to me or query me at this 
e-mail address, I will use your letter/submission on the blog. Be 
warned.”

http://editorialanonymous.blogspot.com
mailto:editorialanonymous@hotmail.com
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Writing Connections

EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES (ESOLA) 
is devoted to helping writers make their work the best it can be.

EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES 
has been in business for over 20 years, and has helped many writers—
of both children’s and grown-up books—get published or improve their chances for publication.

ESOLA offers personalized, detailed services, everything from line editing to ghostwriting:

   • Detailed line editing and critique letter • Book doctoring 
   • Creative and publishing list development • Copy editing  
   • Proposal writing and editing   • Ghost writing  
   • Literary consultations   • Proofreading 
   • Writing workshops  
      

ESOLA can also help you craft a great query letter— 
                 so include it if you want help with that as well!

EDITORIAL SERVICES  
OF LOS ANGELES (ESOLA)  
 

 

Lisa Rojany Buccieri is a publishing executive with over 20 years’ experience in the industry. Lisa has also written over 100 
children’s books. She was lead author on Writing Children’s Books for Dummies (Wiley, 2005), and co-wrote the New York Times 
bestseller, Fund Your Future (Berkley, 2002) with Julie Stav. Lisa’s latest comes this October: Surviving the Angel of Death: 
The Story of a Mengele Twin at Auschwitz, with Eva Kor (Tanglewood Books). Her books have received various accolades, 
such as reaching #1 on the Publishers Weekly Bestseller List two years in a row (Make Your Own Valentines, PSS/Putnam), 
and winning the American Bookseller’s Pick of the List (Giant Animal Fold-Outs: Kangaroo & Company, PSS/Putnam). 
Most recently, she spearheaded the Intervisual Books launch of their first grown-up publishing program for Spring 
2007. She was the founding V.P. & Publisher of Americhip Books, a children’s book packaging company focusing on 
adapting technologies such as light, sound, paper-engineering, and animation for books. Lisa has also been 
Editorial/Publishing Director for Golden Books, PSS/Penguin Group, Intervisual Books, Gateway Learning Corp 
(Hooked on Phonics), and others. She charges by the hour for her editorial services, depending on the length of the 
manuscript or project. References available upon request.

LISA ROJANY BUCCIERI
EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES
Email:  EditorialServicesofLA@gmail.com                                         
www.editorialservicesofLA.com

mailto:editorialservicesofla%40gmail.com?subject=


 

 

CRITIQUENIC 
Saturday, June 2nd, 2012 @ 11:30am 

ROXBURY PARK,ROXBURY PARK,ROXBURY PARK,ROXBURY PARK, BEVERLY HILLS 

(Roxbury & Olympic Blvd) 

Pack your picnic and don’t miss this great opportunity to     
have your manuscript or portfolio critiqued.  Published Published Published Published     
SCBWI authors and illustratSCBWI authors and illustratSCBWI authors and illustratSCBWI authors and illustrators ors ors ors facilitate the critique  

sessions.  Groups are limited to 6 participants. 

WRITERSWRITERSWRITERSWRITERS:  Bring 5 pages (6 copies) to be read aloud. 
ILLUSTRATORSILLUSTRATORSILLUSTRATORSILLUSTRATORS:  Bring a portfolio (5 pieces) or book dummy 

Dessert and water will be providedDessert and water will be providedDessert and water will be providedDessert and water will be provided. 
Bring along lunch, sunscreen, and a picnic blanket. 

Park Rule:  Folding chairs only for Seniors & the Disabled 
    

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:    

    BY MAY 1BY MAY 1BY MAY 1BY MAY 13333THTHTHTH:  :  :  :  httphttphttphttp://://://://lacritiqueniclacritiqueniclacritiqueniclacritiquenic....eventbrite.comeventbrite.comeventbrite.comeventbrite.com 
Space is limited.  Waitlists are accommodated accordingly. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  E-Mail: sue@msuacademy.com 
 

This unique FREE event is brought to you by the 
SCBWI-LA chapter.  All attendees must be        

current members of SCBWI.   



CONTENTS

Sensational 7th Annual SCBWI-LA Writers & Illustrators Field Trip

Clickety Clack Get Back On Track!

Down The Rabbit Hole

Lorem Elementary Science Fair
School Gymnasium 
Saturday, May 6th 9am

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse nulla pretium, rhoncus 

tempor placerat fermentum, enim integer ad vestibulum volutpat. Nisl 

rhoncus turpis est, vel elit, congue wisi enim nunc ultricies sit, magna.

Eget habitasse elementum est, ipsum

(123) 456 - 7890

Sunday May 20th, 2012
Los Angeles Union Station
800 North Alameda Street.

Los Angeles 90012
Train leaves at 9:40 AM

Track

San Clemente here we 

come! A private tour of 

Casa Romantica and its 

beautiful gardens. Lunch 

by the sea, plus 

  a multitu
de of

inspirational tre
asures.

April 27th, 2012

The art is in the Journey!

T

Field trip includes: Train Fare/Lunch/Creative Materials/
Entrance to Casa Romantica/And a Train Load of Fun
SCBWI Members: $75/Students $85/Non-Members $95
Register on line at http://larabbithole.eventbrite.com

Registration Must be received by April 27th, 2012. Have Questions? Call Dawne at 714-841-0954
or Email scbwinobland@earthlink.net

Misplace your muse? Have no fear, You’ll be riding the creative fast track lickedy-

split. Rediscover the art and soul of your writing/illustrating, as the Mad Hatter and 

White Rabbit help you tickle your characters and story lines with innovative exercises 

and resourceful tools. A dash of sand, a breath of salty air, good company, and a 

hardy lunch. Your story will be Cha Cha Chugging along in no time!

Hurry, Hurry,

Space  is Limited


