
Kite Tales Society of Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators 

~ Los Angeles

Spring 2007     Volume 18     Number 2

In This Issue

SCBWI-L.A. Regional News ...............................................................................2

Orange/Long Beach/Riverside/San Bernardino Regional News .......3

Ventura/Santa Barbara Regional News .......................................................4

“Accelerated Reader” And Your Book ..........................................................7

ILLuStRAtOR’S PeRSPeCtIVe
 How to Begin Illustrating A Book........................................................8

WRIteR’S PeRSPeCtIVe
 Weaving traditions In A Contemporary Story ..............................10

VOLuNteeR IN tHe SPOtLIgHt
 Dawne Knobbe ........................................................................................12

 SCBWI-L.A. proudly presents... 

Writer’s Day 2007!  
Featuring... 

editor Cheryl Klein 
 from Arthur Levine Books

Author Joan Bauer 

Author Anastasia Suen
Author Lisa Yee
Author Cheryl Zach

A Professional Forum by 

Larry Dane Brimner

Plus...
i Sue Alexander Service and encouragement Award

i Scholarship Contest winner announcement

i Contests 

Saturday, April 14, 2007
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Clairbourn School
San gabriel, CA

SCBWI Member $80.00
Non-Member $90.00
Join SCBWI today $155 
($75 membership plus $80 Writer’s Day) 
Lunch included.
Look for registration form and details at www.scbwisocal.org

http://mysite.verizon.net/vzeqjo1w/
http://www.joanbauer.com
http://www.asuen.com
http://www.lisayee.com
http://www.brimner.com
http://www.scbwisocal.org
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Who’s Who in
SCBWI-Los Angeles
Regional Advisors:
Claudia Harrington, edie Pagliasotti

You can reach us at: 310/573-7318 & 

or mail us at: SCBWI-LA

P.O. Box 1728, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

e-mail Claudia at Claudiascbwi@earthlink.net

edie at ediescbwi@sbcglobal.net

Conference Coordinators:

Illustrator’s Workshops: Jaime Zollars

Writer’s Day: Claudia Harrington & edie Pagliasotti

Working Writer’s Retreat: 

 Judy enderle & Stephanie gordon

Down the Rabbit Hole Sunday Field trip, Critiquenic: 

 Dawne Knobbe

Half-Day Writer’s Workshop:  Sally Jones Rogan

Scholarship Contest:  Meesh Sheetz

Schmooze Organizers:

Jalé and Briana Pullen (South Bay) 

greg Pincus & Sara Wilson etienne (Westside)

Peggy Spear (West San gabriel)

gay toltl Kinman (Schmooze Advocate)

Mimi Greenfield Kaplan (East San Gabriel Valley)

Joan Charles & Jane Smith (Westside Illustrators) 

Jennifer Swain (San Fernando Valley Illustrators)

Advisory Board:

Lisze Bechtold, Stephanie Jacob gordon, Claudia 

Harrington, Caroline Hatton, Dawne Knobbe, Sarah 

Laurenson, Marilyn Morton, edie Pagliasotti, 

Mary Peterson, & Jaime Zollars

emeritus: Judy enderle, Svetlana Strickland, Julie Williams 

www.scbwisocal.org, webmistress Sarah Laurenson

 

SCBWI International

Executive (International) Office:

Steve Mooser/Lin Oliver

For general info, membership, and other national 

SCBWI business. 

8271 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048

323/782-1010,  membership@scbwi.org

www.scbwi.org

Regional Advisor Chairperson: 

Cheryl Zach

RA Chair Assistant: 

tricia gardella

International Regional Advisor Chair: 

erzsi Deak

Illustrator Coordinator: 

Priscilla Burris 

e-mail: burrisdraw@sbcglobal.net

SCBWI-L.A. Regional News
Dear SCBWI-Los Angeles,  
 

Spring is the season of renewal. A time that springboards a new idea for a book, or 
the challenge to master a new art form. Notebooks are shiny and new, canvases are 
crisp and clean, and writers and illustrators are ready to roll up their sleeves and get 
to work.

We are thrilled to bring you the following exciting events: First up was our Half-Day 
Writer’s Workshop with Lin Oliver. With more energy than the energizer bunny, Lin 
explored the varied techniques in writing humor and crafting the series. Laughter 
filled the room, and golden nuggets of information were filed away.    

It’s not spring without Writer’s Day (4/14)! this conference is one of our most 
anticipated events. Come join us for a day filled with remarkable, inspiring speakers, 
solid tips and writing techniques, and the chance to participate in several writing 
contests. It’s a day not to be missed. 

As spring moves to summer, don’t miss out on Critiquenic (6/9). Come join fellow 
writers and illustrators, and have your manuscript and portfolio critiqued in a fun 
and supportive environment. Published authors and artists facilitate each critique 
group.

Now that you have your manuscript polished and your artwork ready to go, don’t 
miss  SCBWI’s Summer Conference to be held August 2-6.

Rounding out the year will be exciting, hands-on illustrator’s workshops. the 
workshops are new this year, so please check our website for dates and details.  

As summer turns to fall we bring you one of our most watched for events—the 
Working Writer’s Retreat (10/12-14). You won’t want to miss the opportunity to have 
your manuscript critiqued by both an editor and agent in a supportive, instructive, 
and companionable environment. Several new authors were sprung from this 
weekend retreat!

Who makes these events possible? Our terrific web of volunteers, that’s who! We 
can’t thank you enough for your hard work and commitment to our region.

Now, let’s make some notes in those notebooks and dot some paint on that canvas!

edie & Claudia

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.scbwi.org
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Who’s Who at Kite Tales

KIte tALeS is a newsletter published by the 

L.A. Chapter of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 

Illustrators. Information published in KIte tALeS does not 

constitute an endorsement by SCBWI and/or SCBWI-LA.

KITE TALES Editors

Caroline Hatton, Kitetales2@aol.com,

Vicki Arkoff, and Bonnie Ferron, SCBWI-LA editors

Alexis O’Neill, V/SB editor, 805/581-1906 

 or AlexisinCA@aol.com

Francesca Rusackas and Q.L. Pearce, Orange/Long Beach/

 San B editors, ZFRANCeSCA@aol.com or

 qlpearce@earthlink.net

KIte tALeS Layout & Production

 Mary Peterson, mary@marypeterson.com

KIte tALeS Subscriptions

 Anjali Amit, fabletable@yahoo.com

KIte tALeS Ads

 Bonnie Ferron, bonnieferron@earthlink.net

KIte tALeS Mailing Crew, Anne Mcgee.

Submission Deadlines...

Spring: Feb. 15 for Apr. 1 issue

Summer: May 15 for Jul. 1 issue

Fall: Aug. 15 for Oct. 1 issue

Winter: Nov. 15 for Jan. 1 issue

Kite Tales is free at scbwisocal.org. 

Snail mail subscriptions cost $18/year (4 issues).

Send comments, articles, great news, questions, etc. to 

Caroline Hatton at Kitetales2@aol.com 

(or KIte tALeS, P.O. Box 4795, Culver City, CA 90231-4795)

Toot Your Horn: use form in this issue.

Critique Connections: 

Contact Mary Ann Dames at critiqueconnect@yahoo.com 

or if no web access, leave message “For Mary Ann, about 

Critique Connections” at (310) 573-7318

Ads: use form in this issue
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Orange / Long Beach / Riverside / 
San Bernardino Regional News
Greetings from Francesca & Q, who are 
suffering for their craft in the ultimate writing sanctuary, 
the South Coast Winery Resort and Spa.
 

As Kite tales goes to press, fifty dedicated authors 
and editors are gathered together in the heart of 
Southern California’s legendary wine country to work 
and to pamper their careers. On March 30 thru April 1, 
our excellent speaker’s list  includes: Frances gilbert, 
editorial Director, Sterling Publishers; Lauren Velevis, 
editor, HarperCollins Children’s Books; Marlene Perez, 
Award-winning YA Author; and Marilyn Cram-Donohue, 
Author and Co-Director, Writing Project uCR.  Our noses 
will be kept to the grind stone while we are surrounded 
by lush landscaping and lavish décor.  Many of us will 
have the opportunity to return to a beautiful villa set in 
the middle of the vineyard to work further on writing.  
We will keep you posted on what happens.  take a peek 
at our pictures on www.scbwisocal.org.

Heads up on our first Agent’s Day, Saturday May 5, 2007, at the beautiful Newport 
Sea Base, located in picturesque Newport Beach.   Do not hesitate in securing your 
spot by the sea!  the retreat sold out quickly and it looks like Agent’s Day may as 
well.  Our excellent speakers will include: Laura Rennert, Andrea Brown Literary 
Agency; Nephele tempest, the Knight Agency; taryn Fagerness and Kelly Sonnack, 
Sandra Dijkstra Agency; and Authors Jay Asher and Debra garfinkle.  Special 
Opportunities include; Manuscript Critiques, Dessert & Dish with the Agents, along 
with tips to make your manuscript stand out from the rest. A few of our speakers 
will pick the most promising manuscript from the group that they have critiqued 
and the author will have the opportunity to meet with the speaker for further 
comments. 

the purpose of our events is to present our members with support and 
opportunities. How wonderful it is when those opportunities blossom with results.  
We’re so proud of the many talented authors in our regions who have been featured 
in the Los Angeles Times Kids Reading Room.  We also want to give a huge hi-five 
to Marlene Perez who sold her manuscript Love In The Corner Pocket (Scholastic, 
Spring 2008) to our 2006 editor’s Day speaker Abby McAden of Scholastic Point.  
Other good news, Priscilla Burris and I are so pleased to announce that our picture 
book, I Love You All Day Long, was selected to be among the 100 books on the 2007 
California Readers Collection List.  How fabulous it was to see that gold sticker on 
the cover and to have our book in a place of honor at the luncheon!

Remember to come out and join us at one of our events and give your career the 
boost that it deserves!  We are currently working on something superb for our 
talented illustrators.  We hope to see you there!

Cheers,

Francesca Rusackas, 
Regional Advisor and author of: I Love You 
All Day Long and Daddy All Day Long, 
both illustrated by Priscilla Burris.

Q.L. Pearce
Assistant Regional Advisor
and author of Young Heroes: 
James Quadrino.

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.scbwisocal.org


Kite Tales 4 Spring 2007

Upcoming Ventura County Events

MAY 12:  ArtWORKS:  If you are an illustrator 
who is trying to create (or maintain) a living 
in children’s illustration, be sure to sign up for 
ArtWORKS coming up on May 12 in Westlake 
Village.  this full-day workshop features 
acquiring art directors from Scholastic, Inc. 
and the Mosaic Art Licensing Agency.  Any 
questions?  Contact Carol Heyer (Carol@
carolheyer.com)

JUNE 9, 2007.  Critiquenic.  San Luis Obispo 
County.  San Luis Obispo Art Center
1010 Broad St. at Montgomery, San 
Luis Obispo, CA 93406.  Bring up to five 
manuscript pages for critique.  Free 
for SCBWI members. Contact Sidonie 
Wiedenkeller (doniew@aol.com) 
or call 805-528-3944 

BOOK TALKS: Online. March – June
Book talk is a monthly book discussion 
group taking place on the Ventura/Santa 
Barbara/San Luis Obispo/Kern SCBWI listserv. 
Lynn Becker is the facilitator (lynnb@mac.
com).  Discussions begin on the first of each 
month. Readers may join in anytime during 
the month with comments, questions, or 
anything else they care to contribute about 
the featured book.  Book talk is open to 
all members of Southern California SCBWI 
who are signed up for the regional listserv. 
to become a member of the listserv, go to:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SCBWI-CCal/

April: SOLD, by Patricia McCormick. 
this achingly beautifully compelling novel 
of a 13 year old girl from Nepal, who is sold 
into prostitution, was a National Book Award 
nominee this past year.
May: NOt A BOX, by Antoinette Portis. 
this 2007 Caldecott Honor book is simplicity 
itself. A bunny, a box. Actually, not a box, in 
this tribute to imagination and the way 
kids play.
June: tHe BODY OF CHRIStOPHeR CReeD, 
by Carol Plum-ucci. Plum-ucci has created a 
compelling body of work. this, a Printz Honor 
from 2001, was her first book. thrilling 
and chilling.

Alexis O’Neill, SCBWI Regional Advisor
(805) 581-1906  AlexisInCA@aol.com

Ventura/Santa Barbara Regional News

Cyber-promotion Buzz
Since January, participants of our first V/SB SCBWI  “Cyber-Promotion” retreat have 
been buzzing about technology and putting it to work for themselves. 

the retreat featured the Blog Squad , who gave 
the practical basics of business blogging; 
greg K. Pincus, who gave a real-life example 
of how blogging led him to a Scholastic book 
contract; Roxyanne Young, editor of Smartwriters.
com, who gave the low-down on keeping your 
website search-engine-friendly and excited us 
with the prospect of creating book trailers; David 
Boeshaar (dave@comfortcat.com), who gave us 
tools for cyber-safety; Barbara Jean Hicks, who 
opened our eyes to ways to connect our books 
to schools by focusing on state standards; and 
Alexis O’Neill who gave tools for promoting 
services to schools.

As a result of the retreat the following people 
entered the “blog-o-sphere”: Barbara Bietz, tina 
Nichols Coury, terry Pierce and greg trine.  

In their own words, here’s a bit of what 
participants are buzzing about:

-- Barbara Bietz 
greg Pincus said something like, “Blogging is like having access to an SCBWI 
conference all the time.” that’s the notion that sold me on setting up my own 
blog!“

-- terry Pierce
there were so many diamonds of information!  Here are a few.  
n  the Blog Squad answered, “What is a blog?  It’s a type of a website, frequently 
updated, that fills a niche market.”  
n  greg Pincus alleviated the concern about the time management issue with 
blogging. Many of us wondered, “Who has time to read and post blogs?”  He gave 
us a simple formula:  30 minutes a day.  And if you’re blogging more than you’re 
writing, you’ve gone too far.  Writing always takes priority.  He also said to post on 
your own blog twice a week, and post on other blogs three times a week.  
n  the Blog Squad and greg Pincus said that the etiquette of blogging is that you 
contribute to the conversation.  Don’t make it self-serving, such as saying, “Nice 
post.”
n  David Boeshaar explained how to stay cyber-safe, including how to make online 
purchases.  He showed us how to recognize a secure site; one that has an “S” in the 
HttPS:// and a small padlock symbol in the bottom right corner.  “Never type in any 
personal information if there’s no padlock or an ‘S’.”
n  Barbara Jean Hicks pointed out that its important to consider the 6 traits of 
Writing in your school visits (specifically using the term “6 traits”).  teachers want 
kids to be able to write to a writing prompt because that is on the writing test.  
Here’s the hottest tip:  If there’s a follow-up [Cyber-Promotion] workshop, AtteND!

At the Cyber-Promotion Retreat, 
Joan graham won a bag of blogging 
goodies from Patsi Krakoff and Denise 
Wakeman, akathe Blog Squad.

http://www.scbwisocal.org/events/vsb_artworks_5_07.htm
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SCBWI-CCal/
http://www.blogsquad.biz/the-blog-squad/
http://gottabook.blogspot.com
http://www.smartwriters.com
http://www.barbarajeanhicks.com
http://www.alexisoneill.com
http://www.barbarabbookblog.blogspot.com
http://www.tinanicholscouryblog.com
http://www.tinanicholscouryblog.com
http://www.terrypierce.blogspot.com
http://web.mac.com/gregtrine/iWeb/Site/Blog/Blog.html
http://www.barbarabbookblog.blogspot.com
http://www.terrypierce.blogspot.com
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-- Joyce Lee Wong
n  Roxyanne Young stressed the importance of 
deciding what audience one wishes to write for (and 
attract), in a website.  this is a very helpful perspective 
to keep in mind, as I work through the planning stages 
for my own website.   
n  Alexis O’Neill said “List all of the areas in which you 
are an expert.”  She had us reflect about, and then list 
our areas of expertise.  What a great way to think about 
the various ways in which we might connect with our 
readers!  

-- tina Nichols Coury
n  Roxyanne Young advised to put a recipe in our blog 
since it is the number one requested hit on the internet.  
I obtained a Borglum Family French Pancake recipe to 
put up.  
n  David Boeshaar advised us to change passwords to 
be only letters [initial letters from a “passphrase,” not 
recognizable words] with punctuation and numbers. 
that was a great tip.   

-- René Colato Laínez
Roxyanne Young suggested to include the same key 
words in the title of the webpage and many times in 
the body of the text. If you do this, your chances of 
being found will be higher when people google the 
key words.  For example, with my book, I would include 
“Loteria” and “Mexican Bingo” as much as I can as in 
“Playing Loteria or Mexican Bingo” – “Loteria, also 
called Mexican Bingo, is a very popular game played in 
Mexico” --  “Loteria is played at.... “ etc. 

-Marni Mcgee
I had wondered why my website didn’t seem to be 
doing me any good. . . I learned WHY from the Blog 

Squad, Patsi and Denise. Neither I nor my first web 
designer knew anything about the key words and titles 
that attract people to a site. (It’s a nice site but useless 
for marketing.) the Bad News is that I need to start 
over. the good News is that I now have the tools to do 
it right, to make it work this time. But first I’m going to 
create a blog, because I now see that a blog is an even 
more powerful tool in marketing. the Other good 
News is that I have the tools and the courage to don my 
wetsuit and swim into Blog Sea!

-- Mary Ann Dames
the thing I learned and heard from all the speakers 
was it’s never too soon to market yourself.  Make your 
presence known on the web.  give yourself an edge.  
Start a blog and write in it.  get a domain name and 
start a web site, even if it is only with a photo and 
bio.  Work on school curriculum ideas and school 
presentation.  Be prepared.

-- Mary Hanson  (who registered a website domain 
name on the Saturday night of the retreat!) 
I came away from the retreat with so much more than 
I expected.  I signed up because I knew I had to learn 
about cyber-promotion, but I was resistant.  then, one 
by one and as a whole,  the presenters and participants 
informed me, allayed my fears, and inspired me. One 
of the Blog Squadders said that  “Marketing on the 
internet is about relationships.” I think that sentence 
encapsulates the whole retreat.  2

With tons of computer graphic examples, greg Pincus 
showed us how his blog entries turned into a book deal 
by capturing the attention of Arthur Levine at Scholastic.

Retreaters drew inspiration from the 221-year old gardens at 
Mission Santa Barbara.

http://www.joyceleewong.com
http://www.tinanicholscouryblog.com
http://www.renecolatolainez.com
http://www.marnimcgee.com
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If you’ve traveled to schools recently, you may have 
heard the dreaded phrase, “Accelerated Reader” also 
known as AR.  this is a system devised by a company 
called Renaissance Learning that sells reading 
assessment programs to schools.  

the company creates quizzes to test readers’ 
comprehension of text.  each text carries a point value 
based on reading level and difficulty.  When students 
finish reading a book, they take a quiz on a computer.  If 
they pass, they earn points.  Students at different grade 
levels are often required by teachers to read books at 
specified levels for a specific number of points.

Schools have to buy each quiz individually, so even if 
your book is listed as an AR book, it doesn’t guarantee 
that every school with the AR program will carry it.
  

Benefits for Authors: 
For an author, the Renaissance Learning system offers 
a few interesting benefits in addition to having your 
book “in the system” for readers to access.  the system 
offers statistics such as your book’s precise word count, 
reading level plus any awards it may have won. 

to do this, go to www.renlearn.com/store.  Click on Quiz 
search (under Quiz Store), then put in title (or author) 
for a search; then click on the title for details.  (If you 
want to see what the quizzes for your books look like, 
visit a local school and see if they carry the quiz for your 
book.)  

If you’re in a browsing mood while you’re at the 
website, you can also find a comprehensive list 
of book awards. 

Securing An AR Listing: 
But what happens if your books aren’t listed in the AR 
system?  How will your books ever be read if students 
are only encouraged to read the AR books?

Renaissance Learning (answers@renlearn.com) 
determines “quizzability” for various books. Authors 
who want to submit a book for quiz consideration are 
welcome to follow the directions below.

Quizzability:  
Renaissance Learning does not do quizzes for concept 
books, books in which the pictures tell most of the 
story, books with too little text to generate 5 questions 
or in which the text is too general or obvious or too 
repetitive to generate 5 questions, reference books 
that students would probably not read cover to cover, 
or stories/songs that are so familiar students could 
probably answer questions from prior knowledge.

Submitting a Book for Consideration:  
If your book isn’t listed on the Renaissance Learning 
site and you think it is a good candidate for an AR quiz, 
here’s what to do: 

Submit two copies of your book to be considered for an 
AR quiz. 

Send books, with a cover letter, to the attention of “title 
Selection Coordinator.”

the cover letter should include information about each 
book’s awards, positive reviews, and distribution (i.e. 
whether the book is available through major school 
library suppliers).

Mail to: Renaissance Learning, P.O. Box 8036, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54495-8036.

If you want to extend your readership, this might be 
worth checking out!

See also “Want Readers? Get Your Books AR Listed” by 
Deborah J. Lightfoot, SCBWI Bulletin, September-October 
2006, p. 17.  

Thanks to SCBWI members Gretchen Woelfle 
and Barbara Jean Hicks for extended information.

“Accelerated Reader” And Your Book

JOIN 
Our Region’s SCBWI CCAL-ONelist Listserv 
www.onelist.com/subscribe/SCBWI-Ccal  

for industry and member news
Questions? Contact Gwen Dandridge at 

gwenhlt@yahoo.com

http://www.renlearn.com
http://www.renlearn.com/store
http://www.renlearn.com/store/quiz_series.asp?series=no
http://www.renlearn.com/store/quiz_series.asp?series=no
http://www.gretchenwoelfle.com
http://www.barbarajeanhicks.com
http://www.onelist.com/subscribe/SCBWI-Ccal
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It’s finally paid off. All those books read, classes 
attended, skills honed, and portfolios improved. Your 
promos were selected, mailed, and miraculously it 
seems, received. the call has come, the offer has been 
made, and voila! You now have a picture book to 
illustrate.

After more then a few gleeful twirls around your studio, 
you break out the crisp white sheets of “your” new 
manuscript. Your lips curve into a delighted smirk... Ah, 
bliss! Bliss, that is, until your mind becomes filled with 

a confused slew of random, detailed and unrelated 
images or absolute blankness.

either can lead to much angst and misery. (Not the 
emotions a rising children’s book illustrator should 
succumb to.)  

every published illustrator has had that first book fear. 
I’m happy to say we’ve all survived. You will too. In time, 
you’ll develop your personal techniques that allow you 
to wiz through your sketches. In the meantime here is 
how I face the ubiquitous blank page.  My process is 
simple and it begins with a thumbnail storyboard. 

ILLuStRAtOR’S PeRSPeCtIVe

O.K... Now What? How to Begin Illustrating a Book
by Erin Eitter Kono
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uri Shulevitz suggests in his indispensable Writing 
With Pictures to use a “bird’s eye view” when planning 
a book. His advice is to “begin with the large 
elements—concentrate on the overall idea and visual 
concept.” this allows the illustrator to establish the 
book’s overall rhythm without being bogged down by 
details or color. If you don’t own Mr. Shulevitz book, buy 
it. It’s priceless. 

When beginning a project, I reread the story until 
I develop a general “feel” for it. I break the text into 
pages—trying to be logical, keeping the text blocks 
fairly even, and adding emphasis with page turns when 
possible, e.g., “…he thought he was safe, But... [page 
turn].”

the actual illustration process begins as I draw boxes 
representing the spreads of a 32-page book and label 
them with page numbers. I include the title, front 
matter, etc. making each box no bigger than 2.5”-3”. It’s 
important to keep them small enough to be able to 
see the entire book in one glance. In this first version I 
mark out just the large shapes of the compositions—
including the general shape of the text block. the 
goal is to create a flow from page to page. this is the 
time to get creative on perspective. Move the point 

of view up, down and around to create variety in the 
images. establishing the book’s pacing is imperative 
at this early stage. Much like sautéing onions when 
making soup, it’s an ingredient that doesn’t taste right if 
added later.  

the next step is to work up more detailed thumbnails 
using the first set as reference.  these are still small. As 
I work, I scan the completed detailed thumbnails into 
the computer, resize them in Photoshop for consistency, 
and arrange them in a storyboard on an 8.5”x11” page.  

Once all the sketches are in the computer, I can 
reevaluate the flow of the book. Having digital images 
makes them easier to revise. It enables me to change 
the scale of different elements of the compositions, flip 
entire spreads, move things around, cut and paste, and 
play until the book makes me happy.

...HOW TO BEGIN ILLUSTRATING A BOOK

Establishing the book’s 
pacing is imperative at 
this early stage.
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WRIteR’S PeRSPeCtIVe

Weaving Traditions In A 
Contemporary Story 
by Barbara Bietz

Plots, sub-plots, protagonists, antagonists, character 
development. the list goes on and on. It’s easy to 
get so bogged down with the vernacular of story 
development, that when you sit down to write, it 
is almost paralyzing. When I began working on my 
middle grade novel, Like a Maccabee, I knew I had to be 
organized to develop the story I wanted write. 

Like a Maccabee is the story of Ben, a ten-year-old boy 
who is gearing up for a championship soccer game 
while dealing with the challenge of having his grandpa 
as a new roommate. Against the backdrop of preparing 
for Hanukkah, Ben learns about loyalty, leadership, and 
the meaning of family traditions in everyday life. 

Before writing the manuscript, I defined story elements 
I would use to build the plot and characters, with the 
goal of creating emotional connections for my main 
character, Ben. My hope was that Ben would establish 
connections to grandpa, the story of the Maccabees, 
and ultimately, with the power of traditions as a source 
of guidance and strength which would allow Ben to 
grow as a person. Ben’s grandpa would be the unlikely 
catalyst to foster Ben’s growth. I also created a sub-plot 
involving a school family celebration project to help 
tie-in the other story elements. 

I knew my greatest challenge would be to write a 
cohesive story, while seamlessly weaving in threads 
of traditions and holidays. I made a list of key points 
and the characters that would communicate or act out 
these elements. Like a backwards recipe, I determined 
the story’s desired outcome, and then I identified the 
ingredients needed. 

My initial notes look like this:

Ben – facing a bully on the soccer field, dealing with 
grandpa moving in

grandpa – looking to establish relationship with Ben  

Hanukkah – familiar holiday, starting place to look at 
the deeper meaning of family and tradition

Sub-plot – family celebration project which will enable 
Ben to share his family experience with his classmates

goal – show growth of Ben, and weave life experiences 
together in a meaningful way

I continued to ask myself key questions: Without altering 
the significance of the holiday, what are the lessons of 
Hanukkah that would make sense to Ben? How could I 
use Hanukkah as a vehicle to help Ben better understand 
himself? 

the challenge in intertwining such story elements was 
making them organic to the story. the key was to link 
all of the elements, so this “information” was revealed 

Next I create a thumbnail dummy. each thumbnail 
spread is blown up to about half the size of a book... 
say ten inches or so. I print them and make a physical 
dummy with the rough thumbnails. they are pixilated 
and messy, which is fine, this is just a tool. the 
thumbnail dummy allows you to turn pages to test the 
book’s pacing. As always, revisions to the storyboard 
follow.

By this process the white pages have all been filled, and 
I am well on my way to completing a sketch dummy 
that can be turned into the publisher. It’s a good time to 
set the book aside for so that it can be later evaluated 
with fresh eyes. Perhaps it’s also a good time to return 
to gleeful twirls around the room. After all, you are in 
the middle of creating a picture book!

I’ve been told by numerous people that illustrating a 
picture book is a labor of love... labor being the 

operative word. With sufficient amounts of both you 
will succeed.  0

Erin Eitter Kono is the winner of the 2006 Children’s 
Literature Council of Southern Excellence in a Picture Book 
Award for Hula Lullaby (Little, Brown, 2005).  

...HOW TO BEGIN ILLUSTRATING A BOOK
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slowly and consistently with the building relationship 
between grandpa and Ben. In the final version of the 
manuscript, I was able to pinpoint pivotal scenes that 
allowed the original goals to be met. the following are 
examples of scenes and the original thought process 
that was behind the writing of each excerpt. 

Initially, Ben is myopic. His main conflicts are the soccer 
game he is facing, and the upset in his world when his 
grandpa moves in. In order for Ben and grandpa to 
develop a relationship, there had to be a connection 
between them. the first step was a bit of foreshadowing 
in the beginning of the book, when grandpa plants 
a seed of understanding. the foreshadowing was 
something I planned in the outlining of the story.  

Ben tells grandpa about his upcoming soccer game. 
Ben says, “I don’t think we have a chance.” the following 
conversation takes place:

“I know of someone who was in a similar 
situation.”
“ Really?”  I wondered who Grandpa knew that 
played soccer.
“Yes, someone who lived a very long time ago.
“Who?”
“Judah Maccabee,” Grandpa said. (page 11)

Although Ben is doubtful, grandpa’s comparison 
between Ben and Judah Maccabee, the hero of 
Hanukkah, holds meaning for Ben later in the story.  

Initially, Hanukkah is of little worth for Ben beyond 
presents from his parents. His impending soccer game 
against the school bully is of far greater importance in 
Ben’s life. Later, when Ben’s coach reprimands him for 
not being a team player, Ben feels misunderstood. Pre-
occupied with his own concerns, Ben is annoyed that 
he must listen to grandpa’s re-telling of the Hanukkah 
story and of the brave Maccabees and their fight 
against a powerful army. until something grandpa says 
strikes a personal chord with Ben: 

“But the greatest miracle was about faith and 
strength.” 
I turned my head so Grandpa wouldn’t see me 
yawn. 
“And Teamwork,” Grandpa said. 
I sat up a little. What did Hanukkah have to do 
with teamwork? (page 56)

By offering an idea that Ben could relate to, grandpa 
is able to spark his interest in the Hanukkah. After the 
mention of teamwork, Ben is hooked. the next day at 
school, Ben takes grandpa’s story of Hanukkah and 
applies it to his own life. After an encounter with tank, 
the bully from the other soccer team, Ben thinks: 

“For just a second I imagined they were wearing 
brass plates on their chests and holding swords, 
just like in Grandpa’s story.” (page 67)

Furthering the idea of generational connection, Ben 
discovers that he has more in common with grandpa 
then he thinks. Ben discovers grandpa was a baseball 
player and has a photo calling him “Maccabee.” It 
becomes clear that grandpa’s earlier use of the word 
teamwork was not accidental, but something grandpa 
knew would capture Ben’s interest. In Ben’s eyes, this 
increases grandpa’s credibility even more. Ben is able 
to make connections—from the history of Hanukkah to 
grandpa’s personal story and shared passion for sports. 
All of this relates to his own life in a way that helps him 
better understand himself and resolve his own conflicts. 
From the first revision, the “team” keyword thread was 
essential to the cohesiveness of the story.  

I wanted Ben’s world to broaden beyond his own views, 
so I included a sub-plot to the story that would add a 
broader notion of traditions. this was done through the 
school assignment of a family celebration projects. this 
balanced the story by allowing a shift from Hanukkah 
to other holidays, giving Ben a sense of sharing with 
his peers within his community. Initially, Ben dreads 
the assignment, but as he connects to his family 
celebrations, he enjoys the process, which also enables 
him to rejoice in the celebrations of his classmates. 
through his pride, we see his growth, as he shares this 
thought with his classmates: 

“I used to think Hanukkah was only about 
the presents. Now I know I was wrong. My 
Grandpa lives with us. He taught me a lot about 
Hanukkah, and a lot of other things, too that 
really helped with my project.” (page 87-88)

the final element in Ben’s growth was the 
understanding that everyone has a story, whether it 
is Judah Maccabee, grandpa, or himself. By the end of 
the book, when Ben faces his greatest challenge, the 
championship soccer game, he has a renewed sense of 
his own strength. 

As a result of creating connections, Ben’s character 
comes full circle—from self-absorbed to prideful. the 
result is that Ben is able to see his life in the bigger 
picture, along with an understanding of the importance 
of his own family traditions. Ben can now use his 
knowledge and experience to face life’s challenges.   .

Like a Maccabee by Barbara Bietz (Yaldah Publishing, 
2006). 
2 

...WEAVING TRADITIONS IN A CONTEMPORARY STORY
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VOLuNteeR IN tHe SPOtLIgHt

The Many Hats of Dawne 
Knobbe
Dawne has worn many different hats over the years. In 
broadcasting, she wore the hats of Copywriter, Creative 
Director, and Marketing executive. After a few years in a 
Student hat—armed with a B.A. in creative writing and 
psychology and a master’s in professional writing—
Dawne slipped in and out of the hats of Newspaper 
Reporter, Freelance Journalist, and Business Writer.

Dawne was born in Vancouver wearing the hats of 
daughter, sister and Canadian citizen but more than 13 
years ago, she moved to Huntington Beach, CA, to wear 
the hats of Loving Wife to John and Frenetic Mother to 
James, now 9, and Alexandra, now 12.

It was not until she met many-hatted author/illustrator 
Svett Strickland at an SCBWI event that Dawne seriously 
began trying on many hats in the world of writing 
for children. The SCBWI hat fit so snuggly and jingled 
so playfully with all the other hats in the room that 
Dawne happily settled in as a small events coordinator 
for SCBWI-LA. Chef’s hat billowing, Dawne ensures 
nobody faints from dehydration or starvation at SCBWI 
events. At Critiquenic, she pops on a more visible hat to 
coordinate our Roxbury Park picnic. 

Without question, however, Dawne’s favorite SCBWI hat 
is that of Mad Hatter on the Sunday field trips around 
L.A. known as “Down the Rabbit Hole.” (Yes, Dawne 
really does wear the Mad Hatter’s hat, with Svett as the 
white rabbit, of course.) Of this year’s event, Dawne says, 

Got A New Book 
Coming Out?
tell your publisher’s publicity person which state 
awards it’s eligible for. go to the Central Los Angeles 
Public Library (LAPL) downtown, to the Children’s 
Literature Department, ask the librarian to help you pull 
up Awards and Prizes from the Children’s Book Council, 
and check out all the state awards. LAPL will maintain 
the subscription only if it’s used. It’s the only resource 
of its kind. to look up each state award individually, 
you would have to know the name of the award or 
sponsoring agency. (Verified by Sue Alexander 7/06)

Down The Rabbit Hole
Has your inner critic murdered your creativity?
Don’t miss the 3rd annual  SCBWI-L.A. field trip!
Mark your calendars for Sunday September 9th and 
join us DOWN tHe RABBIt HOLe, for Murder, Mayhem, 
and Madness on the Character express. Knock off your 
inner critic and let your creativity go wild on a train 
ride from Los Angeles to Carpenteria and back. Limited 
space. Fabulous lunch included at the Chamomile Café 
and Bakery. See www.scbwisocal.org for more info and 
registration.

“Sunday, September 9th, we’re off to Carpenteria from 
union Station on the Creativity express, and I hope lots 
of writers and illustrators will join us. Hats optional.” 
(See www.scbwisocal.org for details.)

When not crashing mad tea parties, Dawne also is 
a member of the Friends of the Children’s Library at 
Huntington Beach Central Park, where she devotes a 
great deal of time to the annual Authors Festival. this 
year, as part of the event, “Our local critique group, the 
SandScribes, sponsored a children’s writing contest 
called Locked in the Library. More than 700 entries were 
received!”

Lately, the Writer hat has slipped a bit too far sideways 
on Dawne’s head—maybe she needs a bigger head. But 
an agent is shopping a mid-grade work and a Y.A. novel, 
so, hat in hand, she is hoping to get back to work and 
with any luck, will be able to throw all her hats in the air 
if… no… when! (gotta think positively) that publishing 
contract comes. even though she probably has really 
bad hat hair by now, Dawne takes off her hat to fellow 
SCBWI hatters who are so much fun to work—and 
play—with. 

Hat’s all, folks! 2 

New Date!

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.scbwisocal.org
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TO MARKET TO MARKET
Edited by Vicki Arkoff     

Books
  

CALKINS CREEK BOOKS:  
815 Church St., Honesdale, PA 18431.  
this Boyds Mills Press imprint specializes in u.S. history 
and historical fiction, and welcomes submissions for 
picture books (U.S. history, nonfiction and historical 
fiction for ages 8+); nonfiction on U.S. history topics 
(ages 8+); and novels on U.S. history topics (middle 
grade to young adult). editor Carolyn Yoder seeks 
submissions from writers who “truly write about their 
subjects. Research is the most important component. 
It’s where you find your character, interesting details, 
anecdotes, and language.” tip: Look beyond this historic 
person to find rich detail in settings to convey a sense 
of time as people lived it. use the most up-to-date and 
classic references, and work with experts during the 
research, writing, and editing stages. All submissions 
must include a detailed bibliography. Submit queries or 
completed manuscripts to Jeanna DeLuca, manuscript 
coordinator. (CW: 12/06; P: 2/07)

CLARION:  
215 Park Ave. South, New York, NY 10003.  
This publisher of historical nonfiction focuses on 
biographies for young adults. Managing editor Whitney 
Brooks seeks bios that “depict unique historical figures 
and events, especially those in science, mathematics, 
and civil rights” and are written for young adults. 
Send complete manuscript or query with sample 
chapter and detailed outline that includes a summary 
of the subject’s life. “A good submission is concise 
and illustrates that the writer not only has a good 
understanding of the subject matter, but knows what 
details to include in the text for his or her audience,” 
says Brooks. Pays advance and royalty. 
(CW: 10/06) 

DK: 
the new Kids Play imprint expands DK’s reach into the 
preschool novelty market. Launching with 40 titles, Kids 
Play offers books with novelty features that reinforce 
early learning concepts through play. Lori Burke, 
director of preschool marketing at DK, says that while 
the company is known for its photographic approach 
to books, “these are different. they are illustrated 
and while this is a whole new look, the books will be 
complementary to our other titles.” Burke says it’s “the 
new innovative formats” that differentiate Kids Play 
titles from other preschool books. “We marry traditional 
storytelling books with something new with a play 
factor. the books stress key social and educational skills 
but each book has a fun activity.” the company has 
included such elements as fiber optic lights, pull tabs 

and music for a “wow factor.” Forty-five more titles are 
scheduled for 2008 release. (PW: 1/07) 

FARRAR, STRAUS & GIROUX: 
19 union Square West, New York, NY 10003. 
This science fiction and fantasy line is currently 
the only Penguin imprint open to unsolicited and 
unagented submissions. Open to exclusive novel 
submissions under 80,000 words including first novels 
of “professional quality.” No short stories, short story 
collections, novellas, or poetry. Free catalog is available 
upon request. Submission guidelines are at website. 
Send manuscripts to Peter Stampfel, Submission editor. 
Response in three or more months. (P: 10/06)

FEIWEL AND FRIENDS / SQUARE FISH:
Within hours of hearing that Jean Feiwel would be 
vacating her post as Sr. VP of Scholastic’s trade division, 
Holtzbrinck CeO John Sargent called her to oversee a 
unified corporate strategy for publishing paperbacks 
culled from three of Holtzbrinck’s children’s lists, at 
FSg, Holt and Roaring Brook. Feiwel, whose reputation 
was built on children’s paperback publishing, fit the 
bill, but was looking for more than just paperback 
reprint duties. As a result they’ve launched two new 
imprints: Square Fish, a reprint line making its debut 
this spring, and Feiwel & Friends, a new hardcover 
line launching this fall. Feiwel is Sr. VP and Publisher 
of the new children’s unit at Holtzbrinck, with parallel 
responsibilities of repackaging backlist and publishing 
frontlist. (PW: 1/07)

FULCRUM PUBLISHING: 
16100 table Mountain Parkway, Suite 300, golden, CO. 
80403. Publisher focuses on these areas: gardening, 
travel, history, nature, environmental, Native American 
culture, and “the world of ideas” for children, 
teachers, parents and librarians. Open to proposals 
with sample chapters for works-in-progress that fit 
their specialization. Send samples of intended art, if 
applicable, your publishing background, and evaluation 
of the market for your book. Royalties. (P: 2/07)

HOLIDAY HOUSE:  
425 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10017. 
Holiday House is an independent publisher of children’s 
books, specializing in quality hardcovers from the 
picture book level to young adult, both fiction and 
nonfiction. Editors are currently especially interested in 
acquiring literary middle-grade novels. Query first by 
mail, addressed to “editorial Department,” describing 
what the manuscript is about, for picture books as well 
as books for older readers. No multiple submissions or 
queries for mass-market books, including board books, 
pop-ups, activity books, sticker books, coloring books, 
series books, licensed books, or paperback originals. 
Allow two months for a response, though a proposal 

http://www.boydsmillspress.com
http://www.houghtonmifflin.com
http://www.fsgkidsbooks.com
http://www.fulcrum-books.com
http://www.holidayhouse.com
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under serious consideration may require more time. 
Illustrators are invited to send non-returnable copies 
of full-color samples and of black-and-white line work 
by regular mail to: Claire Counihan, Director of Art and 
Design. She will not comment individually on artwork 
submissions, but will schedule a portfolio review based 
on your submitted work if interested. No portfolio 
drop-offs. TIP: Holiday House specifically looks for: work 
that is highly original and geared to the trade market; 
humor, multicultural work, historical work, fantasy and 
folklore, jacket art; and illustrators who are professional 
and competent and have a strong understanding of the 
process involved in illustrating a children’s book. 
(P: 2/07) 

PEACHTREE:
1700 Chattahoochee Avenue, Atlanta gA 30318-2112. 
Peachtree currently publishes children’s picture 
and illustrated chapter books, young adult books, 
recreational guides about the southeast, nature and 
outdoors titles, general gift books, and cookbooks 
with southern orientation. Not seeking poetry, short 
stories, plays, science fiction, fantasy, romance, westerns, 
horror, scientific or technical reference, or textbooks. 
Submit full manuscript plus author bio. Submit print 
manuscripts or queries by mail only, addressed to Helen 
Harriss. the imprint receives 20,000 submissions each 
year, and responds in 3-6 months. Illustrators are invited 
to send 4-7 non-returnable samples—specifically 8-
1/2 x 11 tear sheets or color copies—to be kept on file. 
enclosed SASe if you’d rather they be returned. tIP: 
Choose samples that depict subjects or characters in 
a consistent manner, as well as your talents in various 
mediums, styles, or techniques, and with a variety of 
subjects. (P: 2/07)

RISING MOON / LUNA RISING:
2900 N. Fort Valley Road, Flagstaff, AZ 86001.
Rising Moon, Northland’s children’s imprint, was started 
in 1988 to publish Southwestern picture books and 
is now focused on acquiring titles with wide appeal 
and universal themes for the national market. editors 
seek “heartwarming titles that challenge boundaries, 
incorporate life’s lessons, and provide hours of endless 
laughter.” editors are currently accepting unsolicited 
picture book manuscripts for children ages 4-8, 
particularly: contemporary manuscripts with national 
appeal; original stories with a Southwest flavor; and 
Southwestern twists on traditional fairytales. they no 
longer accept middle-grade readers or chapter books. 
Luna Rising is a Spanish-english bilingual imprint 
seeking picture books with contemporary Latino 
themes (no folktales) and role model biographies. 
Submit entire manuscript with cover letter including 
list of previously published work addressed to “editor.” 
Reply in three months. New talent submissions are 
welcomed, as are art samples to be kept on file under 

consideration for picture book assignments. they are 
looking for: “Fresh, vivid, energetic and kid-friendly 
illustration styles; exceptional renderings in traditional 
mediums; creative 3-D illustrations and original 
computer art.” Send non-returnable art samples and 
website, if available, for viewing portfolio addressed to 
“Art Director.” (P: 2/07)

SEVEN SEAS ENTERTAINMENT:
1700 Chattahoochee Avenue, Atlanta gA 30318-2112. 
Illustrators are wanted by this manga publisher, 
established in 2004, devoted to producing original 
manga, comics, graphic novels, and youth literature, 
and bringing the best in Japanese licenses to North 
American audiences. Illustrators are sought for its new 
imprint publishing “light novels,” calling them “a new 
form of prose fiction geared towards young adults 
and the manga-reading audience.” each includes 
approximately 200-300 pages of prose, interspersed 
with manga-style illustrations and color inserts. 
Part of its marketing strategy will be to give these 
books a distinct trim size, different from both mass-
market paperbacks and manga. See the Seven Seas’ 
submissions page for details. the publisher does not 
accept manuscript submissions or proposals. (P: 2/07)

Magazines
 

BOYS’ LIFE:   
1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, tX 
75015. From knot tying to first aid, this Boy Scouts of 
America monthly magazine integrates elements of 
Scouting into every issue, alongside general interest 
articles and features. “the main goal is to have kids read 
the stories and say, ‘Hey, I want to do that,’” says Aaron 
Derr, Associate editor. each issue suggests different 
ways that Scouts can explore the Scout theme of the 
month, from sports to camping to American history. tIP: 
Look at a current list of the BSA’s 100+ merit badges for 
possible range of subjects. Also: all articles must interest 
and entertain boys 6–18 but “write for a boy you know 
who is 12.” Major articles (500-1,500 words) pays $400-
$1,500; query Derr. Departments (100-600 words) pay 
$150-$600. Headings are science, nature, earth, health, 
sports, space and  cars, computers, entertainment, pets, 
history, music, and others. Back of the book how-to 
features pay $250-$500; query Associate editor Paula 
Murphey. Fiction short stories (1,000-1,500 words) pay 
$750 and up, and can be mystery, sci-fi, adventure or 
humor, but must feature a boy or boys. Occasionally, 
stories are written for ages 6-10 or 11-18—send query 
of manuscript to Fiction editor Johnny D. Boggs. Buys 
first-time rights for original, unpublished material. (P: 
2/07; CW: 12/06)

...TO MARKET TO MARKET

http://www.peachtree-online.com
http://www.risingmoonbooks.com
http://www.lunarisingbooks.com
http://www.gomanga.com/submissions/index.php
http://www.boyslife.org
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HIGHLIGHTS HIGH FIVE:
803 Church Street, Honesdale, PA 18431. 
the newest magazine from the country’s #1 children’s 
magazine, Highlights, celebrates the early years of 
childhood (ages 2-6) by: encouraging a natural sense 
of wonder about the world; promoting reasoning, 
problem solving and creative self-expression; fostering 
a love of language and a rich vocabulary; and inspiring 
them to be kind, get along with others, and grow in 
self-confidence. Writers’ guidelines are not yet available 
as preliminary material is being written by staff or on 
assignment to pre- and emergent reader specialists, 
but that will change as the magazine grows, says editor 
Christine French Clark, and illustrator art samples are 
always welcome. the magazine debuted January 2007. 
(P: 2/07)

KEYNOTER/CIRCLE K:  
3636 Woodview trace, Indianapolis, IN 46268.  
Kiwanis International publishes these service 
magazines for high school students (Keynoter) and 
college students (Circle K). each focuses on club 
activities and include general interest stories from 
freelancers. topics must be relevant to students: 
finances, time management, stress management, study 
tips, etc. How-to stories must focus on general topics 
including how to write a killer cover letter, making 
a good first impression, or making the most of your 
college experience. “We’re interested in hearing ideas 
from freelancers,” says Circle K executive editor Kasey 
Jackson. “One of the most well-received stories was 
about the top 25 jobs for the year, because our readers’ 
age group is ripe for entering the job market.” 
(CW: 12/06)

MY FRIEND:  
50 St. Paul’s Ave., Boston, MA 02130.  
Published by Pauline Books & Media, this Catholic 
magazine for kids containing information, 
entertainment, and Christian formation for ages 7-
12. Publishes 10 times per year. Illustration needs are 
typically 3-8 color illustrations per issue, in a variety 
of mediums and styles (realistic, stylized, cartoon, 
humorous). Also occasional cover art, and cover art 
for adult & teen books, audio and software packaging. 
Magazine cover art pays $350; 3-page story full-color, 
pays $250; and 2-page story, full-color, pays $175-200. 
Buys first North American reproduction rights, and pays 
50% kill fee if assigned work is not used. (P: 2/07)

NEXT STEP:   
86 W. Main St., Victor, NY 14564.
Covering college, careers, and life skills for college-
bound teens. editor-in-Chief Laura Jeanne Hammond 
is currently seeking articles about American Spanish-
speaking teens planning to go to college; financial 
aid; how the military can help with college; timelines; 
how-to’s; and numbered lists. Query by email to: laura@

nextstepmag.com. tIP: “the best queries target two 
to three sources for the article and an overview of the 
article’s main topics. Be specific.” Pays $50-$150. (CW: 
11/06)

POCKETS: 
P.O. Box 34004, Nashville, tN 37203-0004.  
Christian devotional magazine for ages 6-11. editor 
Lynn Gilliam seeks fiction and scripture stories, 600-
1,400 words, that help children deal with everyday life; 
short poems, 24 lines or less; non-fiction articles, 400-
1,000 words, related to the issue theme; biographical 
sketches of people “whose lives reflect their Christian 
commitment;” and articles about children involved in 
environmental, community and peace/justice issues. 
See website for complete writers guidelines and 
themes, or send 9x12 SASe for same plus a sample issue. 
Publishes 11 times annually. Pays 14 cents per word; 
poetry $25 and up; puzzles and games, $25 and up. (P: 
2/07)

READING TODAY:
800 Barksdale Road. P.O. Box 8139, Newark, De 19714.  
Published by the International Reading Association, 
this service magazine includes classroom ideas and 
research, but focuses on news and features. Author 
and illustrator interviews are of interest. “We’re 
especially interested in interviews with people who 
have a following among teachers and young readers,” 
says editor-in-chief John Micklos Jr. No stories about 
why reading is good. “Don’t preach to the choir.” 
tip: Keep writing simple, conversational, and avoid 
“educationese.” (CW: 12/06)

THE FRIEND: 
50 east North temple, Room 2430, Salt Lake City, ut 
84150-3220.  An official publication of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints for readers 5-12. “Our 
stories illustrate children growing in faith and learning 
to apply religious principles in their everyday lives.” 
Current needs: simple moral stories based on true 
incidents (100-1,000 words); rebuses for very young 
children; and visually-appealing activities (no word or 
number puzzles) on topics such as nature, holidays, 
friends, and family relationships. All submissions must 
Christian themes, though editors are not accepting 
submissions dealing with answers to prayer. Mail 
complete manuscript or email to:  
friend@ldschurch.org. Pays $25 for simple activities; 

$250-300 for stories. (P: 2/07)

...TO MARKET TO MARKET

http://www.highlights.com
http://www.keyclub.org
http://www.pauline.org
http://www.nextstepmag.com
http://www.pockets.org
http://www.ira.org
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Agents
 

TRIDENT MEDIA GROUP: Alyssa Eisner Henkin 
has joined trident Media group as an agent for 
children’s and young adult books. Most recently an 
editor at Simon & Schuster’s Books for Young Readers, 
she has edited such authors as Lauren thompson, 
Coleen Paratore and Cynthia Rylant. (PW: 11/06)

Contests
 

POCKETS ANNUAL FICTION-WRITING CONTEST:  
1908 grand Avenue, P.O. Box 34004, Nashville, tN 
37203-0004. the Christian magazine publisher hosts 
this contest each year to discover new writers. the 
winner will be notified November 1, will receive a 
$1,000 award, and will have his or her story published 
in Pockets magazine. Previous winners are not eligible. 
guidelines are essentially the same as for regularly 
submitted material (see website for details). Historical 
and biblical fiction are not eligible. Submissions 
must be: postmarked between Mar. 1-Aug. 15 of the 
contest year; between 1,000-1,600 words, with 1,400 
recommended; have an accurate word count stated 
on the cover sheet; unpublished; and designated 
“Fiction Contest” on entry envelope and on the cover 
sheet. Submissions will be disqualified if do not meet 
requirements, and will be returned if accompanied by 
SASE with sufficient postage. No entry fee. The 2006 
contest had nearly 400 submissions, 30 of which are 
under consideration for publication. See website for full 
details. (P: 2/07)

Changes
 

CAMBIuM LeARNINg:  Former Houghton Mifflin CeO 
Nader Darehshori is selling the educational publishing 
company to Veronis, Suhler, in a deal said to be worth 
over $300 million. (PL: 1/07)

CANDLeWICK PReSS:  Longtime editor-in-chief/editor-
at-large Amy Ehrlich has announced her retirement. 
She’ll publish two 2008 picture books with Candlewick 
as an author. (PL: 1/07)

CHRONICLe: Founder Victoria Rock has stepped 
down as associate publisher to become editor-at-
large and founding publisher of the children’s division. 
“On the work side I felt I was moving further away 
from the books and not as available to authors as I’d 
wanted to be as the list was growing,” said Rock, a 
mother of two small children. As editor-at-large Rock 
expects to work on 12 titles per year; Chronicle now 
publishes 80 children’s books per year. Chronicle Books 
publisher Christine Carswell has not yet announced a 
replacement to head up the children’s division. 
(PW: 11/06)

DIAL BOOKS FOR YOuNg ReADeRS: Alisha Niehaus 
has been hired as editor. She was previously associate 
editor at DK Publishing. (PW: 2/07)

gOLDeN BOOKS: Chris Angelilli has been promoted to 
editor-in-Chief at golden Books, a mass-market wing of 
Random House. He had been editorial Director of the 
Storybook and Disney Books imprints there. (PL: 1/07)

HARCOuRt: As part of a reorganization, Liz Van Doren, 
editorial director of the children’s division, has left the 
company. Van Doren had been with Harcourt since 
1988. Harcourt CeO Dan Farley said the organizational 
changes were necessary to help the company “better 
respond to market realities and changing customer 
behaviors.” Children’s editorial will be integrated under 
the direction of Allyn Johnston, editor-in-chief, who 
will continue to report to children’s publisher Lori 
Benton. (PW: 2/07)

HOugHtON MIFFLIN: Julia Richardson has been 
hired as paperback director for the Houghton Mifflin 
Children’s Book group. She was previously editorial 
director of Aladdin paperbacks at S&S. Richardson was 
to begin her new job on Dec. 11, 06 in Houghton’s New 
York offices but be based in Boston beginning in 2007. 
(PW: 11/06)

IgLOO BOOKS: Sue Tarsky has been appointed 
publisher of Igloo Books in england. Previously tarsky 
was publishing director of children’s books and audio at 
BBC Worldwide, and before that was founder, managing 
director and publisher of ABC in London. She can be 
reached at  sue@igloo-books.com. (PW: 1/07)

LIttLe, BROWN CHILDReN’S BOOKS: Audrey Sclater, 
formerly of Sterling, is the new art director, marketing. 
Jillian Jossem has joined the imprint as brand 
marketing manager, coming over from Alloy Media 
+ Marketing. And Maria Gonzalez has been hired as 
designer, marketing. (PL:  12/06)

...TO MARKET TO MARKET
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PutNAM BOOKS FOR YOuNg ReADeRS: Stacey Barney 
has been hired as editor. She was most recently an 
editor at the Dafina imprint at Kensington. Susan 
Kochan has been promoted to associate editorial 
director. She has been with the publisher for 12 years, 
and will “work closely with Nancy Paulsen to help 
develop and strengthen the Putnam list.” 
(PW: 11/06, PL: 1/07)

RANDOM HOuSe CHILDReN’S: Jennifer Arena has 
been promoted to executive editor, Diane Landolf has 
been promoted to editor, and Nick Eliopulos has been 
promoted to associate editor. (PL: 1/07)

ROARINg BROOK PReSS: Lauren Wohl has been 
promoted to associate publisher of Roaring Brook 
Press. She has been marketing director since Roaring 
Brook was acquired by Holtzbrinck in 2004. Deirdre 
Langeland will be joining Roaring Brook Press on 
March 6 as senior editor. She will acquire and develop 
titles for a new nonfiction program that Roaring Brook 
will launch in 2008. Langeland was previously with 
Kingfisher Books. (PW: 1/07)

SCHOLAStIC: Seth Radwell has been appointed 
president of the Scholastic at Home division. Radwell, 
who joined Scholastic from Bookspan in 2005 to head 
the company’s e-commerce business, will handle 
Scholastic at Home’s migration to the Internet. He 
succeeds Judy Newman, who maintains her post 
as president of the book club group. At Scholastic’s 
trade unit, Eleni Beja arrives from Houghton Mifflin as 
associate editor (reporting to Andrea Pinkney), Rotem 
Moscovich has also joined from Houghton Mifflin as 
associate editor for Cartwheel, and Abby Ranger was 
promoted to assistant editor at Scholastic Press. (PL & 
PW: 12/06)

SeVeNteeN: Ann Shoket is the new editor-in-chief 
replacing Atoosa Rubenstein, who suddenly departed 
last November. Shoket was executive editor at 
Cosmogirl, another teen title owned by Hearst. Shoket 
faces a tough task, keeping a magazine that was once 
the queen of the teen mags relevant and growing in a 
market that has constricted recently. (P: 1/07)

SIMON AND SCHuSteR CHILDReN’S: Elizabeth Law, 
VP and Associate Publisher, is leaving at the end of 
March. Publisher Rubin Pfeffer will assume day-to-
day responsibility for the imprint until a successor is 
named. Also at S&S, Susan Burke has been promoted 
to editor at Atheneum Books for Young Readers, and 
Amy Chin has been hired as marketing assistant for 
the advertising, promotions and marketing team. Trish 
Boczkowski has been promoted to editorial director 
of Simon Spotlight entertainment, from executive 
editor, and Emily Westlake has been promoted to 

associate editor at Simon Spotlight entertainment, 
from assistant editor. Ursula Cary joins Simon Spotlight 
entertainment as associate editor. She previously 
worked at Doubleday/Flying Dolphin Press, Broadway 
Books and Beacon Press. Kimberly Ainsworth has been 
hired at Little Simon as editorial assistant. (PW: 1/07, 
2/07)

SOuRCeBOOKS: Peter Alfini, former president of 
Dogs in Hats Children’s Publishing, has been hired as 
director of sales. Bethany Brown has been promoted to 
editorial manager of Sourcebooks’ children’s imprint, 
Jabberwocky. (PL: 1/07))

We do our best to provide current market information, 
but we do not guarantee its accuracy. Please verify 
needs, names, addresses, etc. before submitting and 
follow the publisher’s guidelines. Always include a SASe. 
Never send original art. Abbreviations: CW: Children’s 
Writer. P: publisher/agency. PL: Publishers Lunch. PW: 
Publishers Weekly.   

Vicki Arkoff  Vicki Arkoff is Entertainment Editor 
for Sweet 16 magazine; one of MAD and MAD Kids 
magazines’ “usual gang of idiots”; Sr. Reviewer for Midwest 
Book Review; and a regular contributor for Nickelodeon, 
tiger Beat, Bop, HowStuffWorks.com and others. She is 
also an authorized biographer/co-writer for such ’tween & 
teen stars as Drake Bell, The Cheetah Girls, Kelly Clarkson, 
Miley Cyrus, Hilary Duff, JoJo, Jesse McCartney, Hayden 
Panettiere, Raven, Emma Roberts, and Carrie Underwood. 
Her books include Sinatra (DK/Penguin), and Orange 
County Choppers: Dynamic Designs (Modern/Discovery 
Channel). varkoff@yahoo.com. 

...TO MARKET TO MARKET

Illustrated by Mara Price
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Bulletin Board
Great News

SCBWI-L.A. congratulates its Newbery winners: Susan Patron for The Higher Power Of Lucky (2007) and 
Cynthia Kadohata for Kira-Kira (2005). You inspire us all!

“the Dope on Cheaters” by Caroline Hatton, an article on how scientists counter anabolic steroid abuse in sports, 
will be reprinted by ProQuest, a subscription online K-12 info database.

Sheep by Valerie Hobbs has been nominated for the Dog Writer’s Association award as well as the Henry Bergh 
ASPCA award.

Bev Proctor’s first children’s publication, “Relay Race,” appeared in the Los Angeles Times Kids’ Reading Room on 
Dec 11-15, ‘06. the story is about a brave and clever girl who won’t let adversity stop her from saving a mare and 
her foal.

Last December, Thalia Vorbeck’s early holiday present was a contract with Viking for her first novel, Furniture 
(tentative pub date Fall -08 under the name thalia Chaltas).  It’s a novel in poems about a 14-year-old girl, the 
ignored child in an abusive household, who learns to speak out when her father takes his abuse outside the family 
and physically attacks her friend.  

Lee Wardlaw’s novel, 101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher, has been nominated for the 2007-08 Young Hoosier (Indiana) 
Book Award (middle grade category) and Tripping Over the Lunch Lady and Other School Stories (ed. Nancy Mercado), 
featuring Lee’s short story, “the Desk,” has been named a 2006 Read Aloud America Book. 

Joyce Lee Wong won the 2007 Lee Bennett Hopkins Promising Poet Award for her YA novel, Seeing Emily (Abrams/
Amulet, Spring 2007). told in free verse, Joyce’s debut novel speaks directly to readers of the heady, messy experience 
of being a teenager. Called “highly visual and eloquently wrought” by Publishers Weekly and “finely crafted” by Kirkus, 
Seeing Emily has been selected as an International Reading Association Notable Book and a New York Public Library 
Best Book for the teen Age. 

Classes

ART CENTER COLLEGE OF DESIGN NIGHT PROGRAM: (626) 396-2319 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE: (818) 677-CSuN

MEDIABISTRO: How to Write a Children’s Book, Michelle Markel, Sun. Apr. 15, 10-4 p.m., offices of mediabistro in 
West Hollywood. For more info or to enroll, call erwin Ong at (310) 659.5668. 

OTIS COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN EVENING COLLEGE: (310) 665-6850

UCLA EXTENSION: (310) 825-9971
k  Finding Your Voice in the Young Adult Novel: A Six-Week Workshop, Amy Koss,tues. Apr. 10-May 15, 
 7-10 p.m. (meets at Occidental College)
k Writing for Children: A Beginning Workshop, gretchen Woelfle, Wed. Apr. 18-Jun. 20, 7-10 p.m.
k Writing Picture Books for Children, April Halprin Wayland, tues. Apr. 17-May 22, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
k Writing the Picture Book: An Intermediate Workshop, Ann Whitford Paul, thurs. Apr. 5-Jun. 7, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Schmooze Nooz

See www.scbwisocal.org/calendar for up-to-date info! E

http://www.carolinehatton.com
http://www.valeriehobbs.com
http://www.leewardlaw.com
http://www.joyceleewong.com
http://www.artcenter.edu/accd/programs/public/artcenternight.jsp
http://www.csun.edu
http://wwww.mediabistro.com/courses/cache/crs2403.asp
http://www.otis.edu
http://www.uclaextension.org
http://scbwisocal.org/calendar.htm
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EVENTS

Study writing for children and earn a degree through the 
brief-residency Master of Fine Arts in Writing Program 
at Spalding University in Louisville, KY. each semester 
begins with a 10-day residency away from home, after 
which you return home to study one-on-one with a 
faculty mentor by correspondence. Request brochure 
FA65 by email from mfa@spalding.edu, by phone from 
(800) 896-8941, ext 2423. 

Writing Workshop led by Alexandria LaFaye and 
Hillary Homzie, award winning authors and professors 
at Hollins university (for MA in Fine Arts for Children’s 
Writing). May 18 (Fri. night), 19 (all day Sat.) & 20 (1/2 day 
Sun.) at Best Western in thousand Oaks. Send in up to 
30 manuscript pages for a one-on-one critique. they will 
speak on the craft of writing addressing your manuscripts. 
Conference fee: $230. email SCBWI member eloise 
Freeman at eloisefreeman@att.net and she will email you 
info and registration forms as attachments. 

Save These Dates!

Apr. 14, 2007 – SCBWI-L.A.
Writer’s Day  

June 9, 2007 – SCBWI-L.A.
Critiquenic

September 9, 2007 – SCBWI-L.A.   New Date!
Down The Rabbit Hole Sunday Field Trip

Oct. 12-14, 2007– SCBWI-L.A.
Working Writer’s Retreat

Sept. 19-21, 2008– SCBWI-L.A.
Working Writer’s Retreat

Sept. 11-13, 2009– SCBWI-L.A
Working Writer’s Retreat

Toot Your Horn 
Compiled by Bonnie Ferron

Anything But Ordinary – Valerie Hobbs - Young Adult – a Frances Foster FSg book

Beobi and the Magic Coloring Book – Tricia Cohn – picture book with a CD/DVD –  ages 6 mos.- 4 years

Diary of a Young Musician – Final Days of the Big Band Era – Felix Mayerhofer – autobiography – Airleaf Publishing

Everybody Eats Tortillas – Dolly Wiseman – ages 8-12 – iuniverse, Inc. 

Horace the Great Harmonica King – picture book – Felix Mayerhofer, John MacFarlane (Ill) – Airleaf Publishing

Like a Maccabee – Barbara Bietz – ages 8 and up – Yaldah Publishing

No Time To Nap – picture book – Mike Madison, Mary Peterson (Ill) – Heyday Books

Smile, Principessa! – Judith Ross Enderle and Stephanie Jacob Gordon, Serena Curmi (Ill) – Picture book 

 – Ages 3-6 – Margaret K. Mcelderry Books

The Secret Life of Walter Kitty – Barbara Jean Hicks, Dan Santat (Ill) – picture book – ages 4-8 – Knopf 

Top Ten Uses for an Unworn Prom Dress – Tina Ferraro –  Young Adult Romance – ages 12 and up – Delacorte Press  
 . 2 

http://www.spalding.edu/mfa
http://www.spalding.edu/mfa
http://www.valeriehobbs.com
http://www.felixmayerhofer.com
http://www.KidsAreCooks.com
http://www.felixmayerhofer.com
http://www.barbarabietz.com
http://www.marypeterson.com
http://www.writersinkville.com
http://www.barbarajeanhicks.com
http://www.dantat.com
http://www.tinaferraro.com
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Critique Connections Online   

Are you looking for a Critique group or do you want to start one? then sign up for Critique Connections Online. 
there you will find a listing of SCBWI writers and illustrators who reside in the tri-Regions area. Current Critique 
Connections Online members are listed below. You must be a member of Critique Connections Online in order to 
access their contact information. to receive an invitation to join this group or if you have questions, email Mary Ann 
Dames, Critique Connections Coordinator, at critiqueconnect@yahoo.com. If you do not have email, leave your name 
and telephone number and a brief message for “Mary Ann regarding Critique Connections” at (310) 573-7318.

to help you make that “match made in heaven,” Critique Connections Online members provide additional 
information about themselves in a “getting to Know _______” email. You will also find links articles on critiquing, how 
to start and run a critique group, creating an illustrator’s portfolio and more. 

Name Location Join/Start Online Genres
   or Face-to-Face
AUTHORS
Anne Rice ........................ Sherman Oaks ......................Join ......................... Online ................................PB
   or Face-to-Face

Donald Walker ............... West Los Angeles ................Join ......................... Face-to-Face.....................Mg, YA

edie glaser ...................... Whittier ...................................Join ......................... Online ................................NF, PB
   or Face-to-Face

emily Heebner  .............. glendale .................................Join/Start .............. Face-to-Face.....................YA

Jill Linden ........................  Los Angeles ..........................Join/Start .............. Online ................................YA, Mg, humor, fantasy
   or Face-to-Face

Dolly Wiseman .............. Calabasas ...............................Join/Start .............. Face to Face .....................Ages 8–12; story/cookbooks
 Woodland Hills/Agoura

Jill Williamson ................ Los Angeles ...........................Join/Start .............. Online ................................YA (some Junior)
   or Face-to-Face

Kara Lanier ...................... Murrieta ..................................Join/Start .............. Online ................................Poetry, PB, Mg 
 Riverside county  Face-to-Face

Sibylla Nash .................... Los Angeles ...........................Join ......................... Online ................................PB, YA 
   Face-to-Face

Lois Sepahban  .............. Rancho Palos Verdes .........Join/Start .............. Online ................................PB, YA
   or Face-to-Face

Karen Marie graves ..... Redondo Beach ...................Join ......................... Online ................................Mg, PB, NF
   or Face-to-Face

tia Reiss ........................... Venice .....................................Join/Start .............. Online ................................Picture Story Books
   or Face-to-Face 

Suzanne ........................... thousand Oaks  ...................Join ......................... Online ................................PB, YA
   or Face-to-Face

Kathryn Cheng .............. South Bay, West LA .............Join/Start .............. Face to Face .....................YA

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATORS

Adam Stockman ........... Fountain Valley ....................Join/Start .............. Face-to-Face.....................Fantasy, PB

tommy Kovac ................ City of Orange ......................Join/Start .............. Face-to-Face.....................Mg, PB, YA

ILLUSTRATORS

Scott James griffin ....... Los Angeles ...........................Join ......................... Face to Face .....................Not totally sure

GROUP SEEKING AUTHOR

Jill ....................................... Los Angeles County ...........experience level: intermediate and up

Free!

B
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___________Writing Connections ____________________

esola@adelphia.net                              www.editorialservicesofLA.com
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Toot Your Horn!
Kite Tales lists new books written or illustrated by 
members, twice a year, especially for the benefit of 
booksellers and librarians. Deadline for books on Fall/
Winter lists: August 15; for books on Spring/Summer 
lists: February 15.

Please e-mail the following info to Bonnie Ferron at 
bonnieferron@earthlink.net
 

• Title by Author Illustrator (Ill)
• genre (for ex. Picture Book)
• ages ? and up
• Publisher
• Author or book website
• Author is/is not an SCBWI member
• Illustrator is/is not an SCBWI member
 

If you don’t have Internet access, mail the info to
Kite tales c/o SCBWI
P.O. Box 4190, West Hills, CA  91308

Writing Connections Disclaimer:
Kite Tales accepts members’ ads for writing and 
illustrating businesses and activities. An ad in Kite Tales 
does not imply endorsement by SCBWI and members 
are reminded to request brochures or additional 
information from advertisers. We retain the right to 
refuse and to suspend ads.

To Place an ad in Kite Tales:
Contact Bonnie Ferron at
 bonnieferron@earthlink.net 

n Ads must be submitted in pdf or jpg. format 
n 300dpi preferred  n black & white or color O.K.
n Link to your website at no extra charge
n Ad costs are for one calendar year 

(4 issues) as follows...
q business card size : 3.5” wide x 2 tall” = $25
q 1/4 page: 3.5” wide x 3.75” tall = $50
q 1/2 page : 7” wide x 3.75” tall = $75
q Full page: 7” wide x 8” tall = $100
q Make checks payable to SCBWI-L.A.
 mail to: Kite tales c/o SCBWI
 P.O. Box 4190, West Hills, CA  91308

Kite Tales Subscription Renewal Form
Kite Tales is now available at www.scbwisocal.org  for free! 
If you wish to continue to receive a Kite tales printout by snail 
mail, please use this form to pay $18/year for it.

Name __________________________________________________

Phone ______________________ email _______________________

Address _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Make check payable to & mail to:
  SCBWI-L.A.
  P.O. Box 3381
  Chatsworth, CA 91311

Writer’s Ink
Judith Ross enderle & Stephanie Jacob gordon

CRITIQUE BY MAIL
www.writersinkville.com

$5.00 per page, minimum charge $60.00
Second critique of same manuscript half price

judink@aol.com
“We can’t guarantee a sale,

we can guarantee a tighter manuscript.”

___________Writing Connections ____________________

!

Present Perfect
Writing and Editorial Services

Specializing in:
! Grammar and punctuation
! Verse rhyme and scansion
! Dramatic structure

Detailed critiques
$4.50 per page

$45.00 minimum
Discounts above 20 pages

Evelyn Hughes
Phone/fax (562) 433-5554

PrsPerfect@aol.com

Macintosh Support
Jason L. Levine

Macintosh expert since 1984

Telephone: 818.346.1684
Email: info@ltlgems.com

www.ltlgems.com
Ask about Word or Appleworks Manuscript Templates

Certified Member Apple Consultants Network

http://www.scbwisocal.org
http://www.writersinkville.com
http://www.ltlgems.com


Kite tales
Society of Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators - Los Angeles
Attn. Anjali Amit
P.O. Box 3381
Chatsworth, CA 91311

ILLuStRAtOR’S PeRSPeCtIVe

A Gallery of Illustration From SCBWI-L.A. 
Illustrator Katherine Réka O’Connell

growing up in the suburbs of Washington D.C., Katherine was inspired by books, 
music and a long list of painters. She was always drawing and painting, transforming 
her room into the books she read. In high school, Katherine wasn’t particularly fond 
of math, much to her scientist father’s chagrin; instead she excelled at daydreaming 
and realized that there are careers that encourage just that.

Katherine was born in Cambridge, england in 1974 and raised in Washington D.C. 
She received her BFA from Art Center in Pasadena, CA in 1997.

Katherine’s client list includes Coffee Bean & tea Leaf, Kate Spade, Maverick Records 
& Warner Bros. Records. She lives in California with her husband, James, four felines, 
and a new baby on the way. 

You can check out her Illustration Blog at chromasoap.blogspot.com/
or email her at reka86@hotmail.com.

http://chromasoap.blogspot.com

