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Sue Alexander
ANNOUNCING THE NEW ...

Winner Receives Tuition to ‘09 Working Writer’s Retreat

Memorial Scholarship Contest 
for Picture Book Writers

CONTEST RULES:

• You must be a member of SCBWI-Los Angeles Region.
• Published or Unpublished SCBWI-L.A. members are welcome 

to apply.
• You must not be under contract for an upcoming children’s 

book at the time of application. 
• Picture book manuscript only, fiction or nonfiction. 
• 600 words maximum.
• Limited to one entry per person.
• Submit three copies of your manuscript.
• Manuscripts must be double-spaced and in 12-point type.
• Text only, no illustrations or dummies.
• No submission will be returned.
• Entry form located on page 26 of this issue and on the Tri-Region website
• Do NOT put name on manuscript, only the entry form.
• Paperclip the entry form and manuscript together.
• Submissions not in compliance with these rules will be disqualified.

The judges, while highly qualified, shall remain anonymous.

DEADLINE: Entries must be postmarked by April 20, 2009.  The winner will be
announced May 15 and will be featured in the summer issue of Kite Tales, 
and on the Tri-Regions website at www.scbwisocal.org.

www.scbwisocal.org
www.scbwisocal.org
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Who’s Who in
SCBWI-Los Angeles

Regional Advisors:
Claudia Harrington, Edie Pagliasotti
You can reach us at: 310-573-7318 
or mail us at: SCBWI-L.A., P.O. Box 1728, 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
E-mail Claudia at Claudiascbwi@earthlink.net,
Edie at ediescbwi@sbcglobal.net

Conference Coordinators:
Illustrator’s Day: Joan Charles
Writer’s Day: Claudia Harrington 

& Edie Pagliasotti
Working Writer’s Retreat: 

Judy Enderle & Stephanie Gordon
Down The Rabbit Hole Sunday Field Trip 
& Critiquenic: 

Dawne Knobbe 
& Svetlana Strickland

Half-Day Writer’s Workshop: Sally Jones Rogan
Small Events: Dawne Knobbe & Anne McGee
Scholarship Contests: Susan Ruch Roush

Schmooze Organizers: 
Gay Toltl Kinman (Schmooze Advocate) 
Rita Crayon Huang & Lee Wind (Westside)
Suzy Block (Westside Illustrators) 
Jennifer Swain (San Fernando Valley Illustrators)
Dorothy Raymond (West San Gabriel Valley)
Suzanne Gibson (South Bay)

Advisory Board:
Lisze Bechtold, Joan Charles, Stephanie Jacob
Gordon, Marcelle Greene, Claudia Harrington,
Caroline Hatton, Dawne Knobbe, Sarah Lauren-
son, Marilyn Morton, Edie Pagliasotti, Svetlana
Strickland
Emeritus: Judy Enderle, Mary Peterson, Julie
Williams 

www.scbwisocal.org, 
Webmistress: Sarah Laurenson

SCBWI International
Executive (International) Office:
Steve Mooser, Lin Oliver
For general info, membership & other national 
SCBWI business. 
8271 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048
323-782-1010,  membership@scbwi.org
www.scbwi.org

Regional Advisor Chairperson: Cheryl Zach
RA Chair Assistant: Pat Wolfe
Int’l Regional Advisor Chair: Erzsi Deak

Illustrator Coordinator: 
Priscilla Burris 
E-mail: burrisdraw@sbcglobal.net

SCBWI-L.A. Regional News

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We don’t know about you, but we are looking for-
ward to a fresh start this year! Even amidst disasters, be they weather, eco-
nomic, or personal, one thing remains constant: children need to delve into
fabulous stories and wonderful art. Please remember how valuable you are
to a child’s life.

Speaking of people who touch children’s lives, we are thrilled to launch the
Sue Alexander Memorial Scholarship Contest for Picture Book Writers.
Winner gets free tuition to the Working Writer’s Retreat. If you’ve gotten
this far and missed it, go back a page! Our dear Sue is still helping writers
get better at their craft.

While we’re talking contests, check out this issue for details of our Annual
Conference Scholarship Contest. Winner receives free tuition to the L.A.
(“Summer”) or New York (“Winter”) SCBWI  Annual Conference.

It’s our fun job to help keep you motivated, energized, creatively and logis-
tically fed with great events. If any of you missed our Working Writer’s Re-
treat last fall, we gorged ourselves at a creative banquet! Yolanda Leroy
from Charlesbridge and Lisa Cheng from McElderry, Julie Williams,
Judy Enderle and Stephanie Gordon wowed us with their constructive
insight into our manuscripts. Yolanda’s talk even included a song and dance!
(See page 19.) Be sure to put this event in your calendars for next fall.

(continued, next page)

L.A. Illustrator’s Day contest winners.  Front row (left to right): Denise Clemmensen, Tanya Maiboroda.
Second row (left to right): Katy Betz, Carol Heyer, Siri Weber Feeney, Patricia Cantor.

www.scbwisocal.org
www.scbwi.org
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SCBWI-L.A. 2008 Illustrator’s Day 
Promo Postcard Contest Winners

FIRST PLACE: TANYA MAIBORODA

SCBWI-L.A. Regional News

Illustrator’s Day packed a punch with lots of nuts and
bolts, from creating a blog (which even technically-chal-
lenged Claudia did hours later), to making a dazzling
portfolio, to getting your work seen by the right people.
We had inspiration, prizes (including already-made
postcards for one winner), and lots of brains to pick.
Those dazzling brains included Joann Hill, Creative
Director Clarion Books, Steve Myhre, Art Director
EECI Inc., illustrator/licensing guru Lorena Simi-
novich, Mary Peterson on how to create your very
own blog, and a savvy panel of working illustrators made
up of Erin Eitter Kono, Wilson Swain, Mac Mc-
Cool, and Brenda Sexton. 

Don’t miss Writer’s Day on April 18 (details in this
issue, final page), and hold the date, May 16, for our
Half-Day Writer’s Workshop, featuring gifted author
Ann Whitford Paul presenting “Picture Book Revi-
sion 101.”

We’ve got lots more in store for you, so be sure to stay
connected to our Tri-Region website, www.scbwiso-
cal.org, put some events in your calendar, and grow
creatively among friends.

As always, we are nothing without our fabulous and
tireless volunteers. YOU ARE APPRECIATED BIG
TIME!

Edie and Claudia

RUNNERUP: DENISE CLEMMENSEN

RUNNERUP: CAROL HEYER

... CONTINUED

www.scbwisocal.org
www.carolheyer.com
www.deniseclemmensen.com
www.tanyamaiboroda.com
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Orange / Long Beach / Riverside / 
San Bernardino Regional News

ON OCT. 4, 2008, OUR TENTH ANNUAL EDITOR’S DAY WAS HELD
in the darling Santa Ana Zoo Big Red Barn. Our guest speakers were: Ben
Barnhart, Editor, Milkweed Editions; Melissa Manlove, Assistant Edi-
tor, Chronicle Books; Molly O’Neill, Editor, Bowen Books HarperCollins;
Julie Tibbot, Editor, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt; Lin Oliver, Executive
Producer, Nickelodeon “Wayside” series and middle-grade series author
(Hank Zipzer series and the new Daniel Funk series). Our Spotlight Authors
were: YA-Marlene Perez (Dead is The New Black), PB-Gina Capaldi (Beck-
oning), MG-Kathryn Fitzmaurice (The Year the Swallows Came Early). 

Here are some tips from our speakers:
Ben Barnhart: Issues aren’t issues without people to inhabit them. 

Melissa Manlove: Voice is the ultimate show not tell.

Lin Oliver: Wonderful accidents happen if you follow your heart.

Molly O’Neill: An editor is like a traffic controller, stock broker, and puppy.

Julie Tibbott: Read! Read! Read! Highlight your unique twist.

Gina Capaldi: Never, ever, ever give up.

Kathryn Fitzmaurice: Surround yourself with encouraging words.

Marlene Perez: Carry a notebook everywhere and write in 15-minutes
intervals. (This is how she wrote four novels in a year while caring for new-
born twins, two teens, a husband, and a job!)

Our Editor’s Day contest winners are:
Picture Book 1st Place: Narda Fargotstein, Just Not Me

Honorable Mention: Nancy O’Connor, Tap Tap Mishap
Middle Grade 1st Place: Joanna Woods, Crazy Like Mom

Honorable mention: Cindy Sherwood, 
My Mom Loves All The Other Brownies More Than Me

YA 1st Place: Marilyn Cram Donahue, Kyteler’s Inn
Honorable Mention: D. J. (Diann) Adamson, 

Cape Foulweather
Portfolio Award Winner: Marci Hersel

Congratulations to contest winners and participants. Big thanks to our vol-
unteers, Nancy Dleo’ Russey, Bev Plass, Marlene Perez, and Lori Polodoros.

(continued next page)

Who’s Who at Kite Tales

KITE TALES is a newsletter published by the 
L.A. Chapter of the Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators. Information published
in KITE TALES does not constitute an endorse-
ment by SCBWI and/or SCBWI-L.A.

KITE TALES Editors
Caroline Hatton, KiteTales2@aol.com
Vicki Arkoff & Bonnie Ferron, SCBWI-LA Editors
Alexis O’Neill, V/SB Editor, 805-581-1906 

or AlexisinCA@aol.com
Francesca Rusackas & Q.L. Pearce,

Orange/Long Beach/Riverside/
San Bernardino Editors, 
ZFRANCESCA@aol.com or
qlpearce@earthlink.net

KITE TALES Layout & Production
Marcelle Greene, 
marcelle@greenepen.com

KITE TALES Proofreader
Joseph Taylor,
j_taylor_atoz@hotmail.com

KITE TALES Subscriptions
Mary Peterson, 
mary@marypeterson.com

KITE TALES Ads
Bonnie Ferron, 
bonnieferron@earthlink.net

KITE TALES is free at scbwisocal.org. 
Snail mail subscriptions: $18/year (4 issues).

Submission Deadlines:
Spring - Feb. 15 for Apr. 1 issue
Summer - May 15 for Jul. 1 issue
Fall - Aug. 15 for Oct. 1 issue
Winter - Nov. 15 for Jan. 1 issue

Send comments, articles, great news, 
questions, etc. to Caroline Hatton at Kite-
Tales2@aol.com 
(or KITE TALES, P.O. Box 4795, Culver City, 
CA 90231-4795)

Toot Your Horn: Follow instructions on Page
23 of this issue.

Critique Connections: 
Contact Edith Cohn at
critiqueconnect@yahoo.com.

Ads: Follow instructions on Page 5 of this issue.

Regular Features
To Market, To Market ..................................15
Volunteer in the Spotlight........................19
Bulletin Board ..............................................21
Critique Connections ................................23 
News from the Internet ............................24

www.scbwisocal.org
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Orange / Long Beach / Riverside / 
San Bernardino Regional News

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to just get away from it all
and focus on your writing? Then join our Ninth Annual Spring Retreat, Mar.
27-29 at the South Coast Winery Resort & Spa. Picture yourself developing
unforgettable characters and winning plots while strolling along serene
vineyard paths. Our guest editors will include editor Alexandra Cooper
(Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers), senior editor Susan Chang
(Tor Books), and senior editor Emily Mitchell (Charlesbridge Trade Divi-
sion). Guest authors will include Stacia Deutsch, author of the popular mid-
dle grade series Blast to the Past; middle-grade author Kathryn Fitzmaurice;
and young adult author Alyson Noël. A picture book author will be an-
nounced.  

Come enjoy plenty of opportunities, critiques by editors, workshops, en-
gaging creative writing, and lots of fun!  This event books up quickly. Visit
www.scbwisocal.org for details.

We would like to send our condolences and support to our chapter mem-
bers affected by the November fires. 

We hope to see you soon,

Francesca and Q

... CONTINUED

To place an ad in Kite Tales:

Contact Bonnie Ferron at
bonnieferron@earthlink.net

� Ads must be submitted in pdf or
jpg format. 

� 300 dpi preferred, black & white or
color O.K.

� Link to your website at no extra
charge.

� Ad costs are for one calendar year 
(4 issues) as follows...

� Business card size : 3.5”w x 2”h =
$30

� 1/4 page: 3.5” w x 3.75”h = $60
� 1/2 page : 7”w x 3.75”h = $90
� Full page: 7” w x 8”h = $120
� Make checks payable to: 

SCBWI-L.A.
� Mail to: 

Kite Tales c/o SCBWI
P.O. Box 4190
West Hills, CA 91308

Illustration by Editor’s Day Portfolio Award Winner, Marci Hersel
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Ventura / Santa Barbara Regional News

FROM DAN HANNA’S DEMONSTRATION OF A PERFECT BOOK
launch to the insights provided by terrific speakers and announcements of
contest winners, this year’s Writers’ Day was full of laughs, surprises, and
solid information to help authors and illustrators on their path to publication.

Many of our past contest winners have had success in finding publishers for
their works. We’re going to list the authors and titles here so that when you
read archives of Kite Tales in the future, you’ll see where it all began!

Picture Books
Most Promising (tie): Bovinella by Rebecca Langston-George

Under a Carpet of Sand/TheWild Sand Cat by Edie Pagliasotti
Special Mention: Beware the Hungry Giant by Eloise Freeman
Special Mention: Block Buddies Build by Jody Fickes Shapiro

Chapter Books
Most Promising: The Amazingly Almost True Story of Boots by Christina Gessler
Special Mention: Daisy Devine: Search for a Friend by Cathe Olson
Special Mention: Janna Banana, Rat Monitor by Marne Ventura

Middle Grade
Most Promising: Eion Rafferty, Son of a Selkie by Dawn Baertlein
Special Mention: Genna Sis by Angela Russell
Special Mention: Chief Executive Girls by Susan Ruch Roush

Young Adult
Most Promising: The Mountainbrook Chronicles by Lori Brallier
Special Mention: The Lady of the Tower by Gwen Dandridge
Special Mention: Splintered by Sarah Scheerger

Top: V/SB SCBWI Writing Contest Award Winners
2008. Front row (left to right): Jody Fickes

Shapiro, Eloise Freeman, Edie
Pagliosotti, Rebecca Langston-George,
Celeste Scheinberg, Marne Ventura, and

Gwen Dandridge. Back row: Angela Rus-
sell, Christina Gessler, Dawn Baertlein,

Lori Brallier, Susan Ruch Roush, and
Cathe Olson.

Bottom: Illustrator Dan Hanna (The Pout-
Pout Fish) shows the equipment needed to have a 

perfect book launch – the airborne kind. 

Photos by Joan Bransfield Graham. 

V/SB Writers’ Day Scores!
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Ventura / Santa Barbara Regional News

by Alexis O’Neill

January through May is a busy season
for manuscript submissions. But does
your manuscript look like an aban-
doned orphan when it arrives on an
editor’s desk? Here are three tips to
make sure that the editor focuses on
your words, is not distracted by ap-
pearances, and has information handy
to make that I-love-your-manuscript
contact that will change your world. 

FORMAT: Submit your story on
clean, white paper in proper manu-
script format (1” margins. Name, ad-
dress, phone, e-mail in upper left
corner. Word count in upper right.
Subsequent pages with a header in-
cluding your name, title of manu-
script and page number. 12-point
font, double-spaced.)  For more de-
tails, go to www.scbwi.org. Click
on “Publications.” Then click on
“SCBWI Publications” and look for
the article, “From Keyboard to
Printed Page: Facts You Should Know.”

PACKAGING: Yes, a business-sized
envelope is cheaper if you’re mailing a
picture book. But really — do you
want to have the editor struggle to
make the folds lay flat as she tries to
read it? 

Spring for the 9” x 12” envelope! If you
use a service such as UPS (United Par-
cel Service) to mail it, be sure that you
include a cardboard liner so that your

envelope, tossed among their many
packages, doesn’t arrived crumpled.
Envelopes mailed through USPS
(United States Postal Service) don’t
seem to have this issue, so you can send
your manuscript without the liner.

POSTAGE: Never (unless an editor
directs you to do this) send a manu-
script that needs a signature. If you
want to track your manuscript, you
can add “Delivery Confirmation”
through the post office or send it
through UPS or FedEx, as long as you
waive having to get a signature.

All this advice holds true when you
make submissions to SCBWI edi-
tors’/ agents’ days, writers’ day con-
tests, scholarship submissions, and
critique opportunities.

How does your manuscript look
when it arrives? The point is to re-
move any barriers between the look
of your manuscript and the words
you’ve written so that your story
shines!  

How Does It Look When It Gets There?

Book Talk is a monthly book discus-
sion group taking place on the Ven-
tura/Santa Barbara/San Luis
Obispo/Kern SCBWI listserv. Dis-
cussions begin on the first of each
month, facilitated by Lynn Becker
(lynnb@mac.com). Readers may
join in anytime during the month
with comments or questions about
the featured book. Book Talk is
open to all members of Southern
California SCBWI who are signed
up for the regional listserv. 

To become a member of 
the listserv, go to:

http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/SCBWI-CCal/

JANUARY: 
Schooled by Gordon Korman

FEBRUARY: 
Tamar, A Novel of Espionage, Passion 

and Betrayal by Mal Peet

MARCH: 
Elijah of Buxton 

by Christopher Paul Curtis

APRIL: 
Wildwood Dancing by Juliet Marillier

MAY:
Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen

JUNE:
A Crooked Kind of Perfect 

by Linda Urban

“How does your manu-

script look when it arrives? 

The point is to remove any

barriers between the look

of your manuscript and the

words you’ve written ... “

BOOK TALK

www.scbwi.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SCBWI-CCal/
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Ventura / Santa Barbara Regional News

BOOK REVIEW 
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Publishing Children’s Books
by Harold D. Underdown (3rd edition, Alpha Books/Penguin Group, 2008)

OWNING HAROLD UNDERDOWN’S
advice-rich book, The Complete Idiot’s Guide
to Publishing Children’s Books, is the smartest
step you’ll take toward becoming — and
staying — published. This third edition, bal-
anced with information for writers as well
as illustrators, offers a comprehensive and
practical look at the process of creating and
publishing children’s books. 

Underdown moves from the basics of help-
ing us understand book formats and genres to the crafting of a manuscript;
from learning the submission process to networking to open closed doors;
from handling a contract to building a career. He gives a clear picture of the
many people involved in bringing a book to market and how writers can
work successfully with them.

The sidebars are especially informative and entertaining. They include “Def-
i-ni-tion,” “Playground Stories,” “Class Rules,” and “Can You Keep a Secret.”
The text highlights personal anecdotes from authors, illustrators, editors,
art directors and others in the industry. The appendices include a glossary
of terms, resources for further exploration and sample materials. The only
quibble this reviewer has is with the format used to show a sample manu-
script format, which is nontraditional (flush-right rather than flush-left) and
tells rather than demonstrates what the margins should be. However, the
main point made is that the first page should include all the information
necessary for an editor to contact the writer.

What is especially reassuring is that Underdown has solid experience in the
business, so we’re privy to solid information from the inside-out. He is a
children’s book editor, currently working as a consulting editor. Previously,
he was vice president and editorial director at ipicturebooks and editorial
director of the Charlesbridge trade program, having also worked at Or-
chard and Macmillan. He maintains a website of writer’s resources at
www.underdown.org.

Don’t be fooled by the “idiot” title. This is one reference that savvy writers
should have on their bookshelf.

— Alexis O’Neill

HIP, HIP HOORAY!

Congratulations to Ventura/Santa
Barbara illustrators who brought
home honors for their work from
SCBWI-Los Angeles Illustrator’s Day.

Carol Heyer’s portfolio was voted
Best in Show by the art directors. 

Siri Weber Feeney’s portfolio was
voted Best in Show by the conference
participants. 

Carol, Siri and Mary-Jo Murphy
were also three out of ten illustrators
who had their work showcased and
reviewed for a “First Impressions”
segment of the day (like First Pages,
only for artwork) and received glow-
ing comments from the art directors
doing the reviews. 

Thanks to author/illustrator Barbara
Jean Hicks for squealing so we could
say “hooray” to our talented bunch!

Illustration by Siri Weber Feeney

www.carolheyer.com
www.siriweberfeeney.com
www.mary-jomurphy.com
www.underdown.org
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APRIL 4, 2009
Topping Room, EP Foster Library, 651 E. Main St., Ventura 93001
CONTACT Jody Fickes Shapiro at jody@jodyfickesshapiro.com

Ventura / Santa Barbara Regional News

Upcoming Events

Workshop: “Writer’s Workout”
9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Has your writing lost its zing? Snap those flabby strung-out sentences into
shape. Give your paragraphs a magic makeover. Put some punch into your
prose. Then dazzle those editors with your new writing muscles. Instructor:
Val Hobbs. $40 members, $50 non-members. 

Critiquenic
1:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Work-in-progress critique session.
Bring up to five manuscript pages
(double-spaced). FREE to members,
$5 non-members. 

More info at www.scbwisocal.org.

FEBRUARY 21, 2009
San Luis Obispo Art Center, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
CONTACT: Sidonie Wiedenkeller at doniew@aol.com

MARCH 7, 2009
Fairview Baptist Church, 113 E. Fairview Rd. Bakersfield, CA  93307
CONTACT Rebecca Langston-George  at the4george@cs.com

Workshop: “Taking the Pain
Out of Writing Synopses & Queries”

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Through hands-on exercises, learn how to express your story — and your
personality — in the most appealing way through your synopsis and query
letter. Instructor: Alexis O’Neill. $40 members, $50 non-members. 

Critiquenic
1:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Work-in-progress critique session.
Bring up to five manuscript pages
(double-spaced). FREE to members,
$5 non-members. 

Workshop: “Taking the Pain
Out of Writing Synopses & Queries”

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Through hands-on exercises, learn how to express your story — and your
personality — in the most appealing way through your synopsis and query
letter. Instructor: Alexis O’Neill. $40 members, $50 non-members. 

Critiquenic
1:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Work-in-progress critique session.
Bring up to five manuscript pages
(double-spaced). FREE to members,
$5 non-members. 

MAY 16, 2009
Carpinteria Women’s Club, 1059 Vallecito Rd., Carpinteria, CA 93013
CONTACT Val Hobbs at valhobbs@cox.net

Workshop: “Sing a Song of Language: Writing
from the Poet’s Point of View”

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Through hands-on exercises, learn how to express your story — and your
personality — in the most appealing way through your synopsis and query
letter. Instructor: Ellen Kelley. $40 members, $50 non-members. 

Critiquenic
1:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Work-in-progress critique session.
Bring up to five manuscript pages
(double-spaced). FREE to members,
$5 non-members. 

MAY 30, 2009
Topping Room, EP Foster Library, 651 E. Main St., Ventura 93001
CONTACT Jody Fickes Shapiro at jody@jodyfickesshapiro.com

Workshop: “Writing Easy Readers”          1-4:30 p.m.
Discover how to write this critical genre for young readers. Learn about easy reader levels, word lists, use of rhythm and
rhyme, illustration, story arcs, markets and writing tips. Instructor: Terry Pierce. $40 members, $50 non-members. 

www.scbwisocal.org


THE CONTEST
Don your mask and whirl the creative cape of your craft: create your own superhero and write a
story in 200 words or less about what happens when he or she arrives in a 4th grade classroom.  

THE PRIZE
The winner will receive free tuition to either the 2009 Summer Conference (L.A.) or 2010 Winter
Conference (N.Y.)* – both featuring superhero speakers, workshops led by wonder women 
and men, and fellowship with like-minded cool, caped crusaders working 
tirelessly for the good of great children’s literature everywhere.

SUPERHERO RULES
� 200 words maximum (excluding title), double spaced on one page
� Three copies (one with author name and contact info, two without)
� Postmark by Saturday, March 7, 2009
� Registered L.A. County members of SCBWI; one contest entry per member only
� Highly qualified superhero judge(s) will remain masked (AKA anonymous)
� Only submissions in compliance with these rules will be considered
� Sorry, no additional information/clarification will be given out
� Mail (ONLY) to:  SCBWI-L.A. Annual Conference Scholarship Contest 

c/o 23030 Cumorah Crest Drive, 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364

QUESTIONS? Email:  Susan@TheRoushHoush.com  (subject line: Scholarship)

* Conference scholarship prize is for tuition only and does not include transportation or lodging.
Prize to be awarded at SCBWI-L.A. Writers’ Day:  April 18, 2009. (Winner need not be present to
win.)  The winning superhero story will be featured in Kite Tales.  

REMEMBER: With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility -- 
Spiderman, Batman and Children’s Writers Alike.  Good Luck!

SCBWI-L.A. 
Annual Conference Scholarship Contest

One Superhero Writer Will Scale a
Tall-Tale International Conference 
– FOR FREE – in a Single Bound�



Kite Tales 11 Winter 2009

THE IMPORTANCE OF
inspiration is easy to see.
When we look at work that

is truly inspired we no longer see
the technique, instead what we see
is pure expression. But where does
inspiration come from and how do
we keep ourselves open to it?

In my opinion inspiration is all
around you. It is also in you: the
creative motivation DNA. It comes
from our drive to express an idea
and it is what separates one artist
from another. When an artist cre-
ates inspired art, they are express-
ing their own unique creative voice.
Whereas when an artist creates art

without inspiration, they are prac-
ticing a technique. This is why I
think inspiration is one of the most
important things to focus on as an
illustrator.

It is a difficult task and why art is, in
so many ways, a feat of endurance.
But I’m a big believer that you are
what you do. For example, if you
draw a lot you will eventually be-
come a better draftsman. By the
same token if you surround yourself
with things that inspire you, write
down moments that move you and
listen to music or ideas that speak to
you, then you will automatically be
leading a more inspired life. You will

look for inspiring things and find a
way to put them in your work.

Start by getting yourself armed
with a few favorite tools from your
local art shop or computer store:
journal, sketchbooks, favorite
drawing tools, portable painting
tools (watercolor set, acrylic tubes
or oil), cork board (magnet board),
audio hand recorder, a computer,
and, most importantly, add your
own curiosity.

Sketch everything and anything. Try
to be uninhibited when you draw. It
helps to know that you can keep se-
cret sketchbooks for your eyes only.
You might be surprised to find out
that your own sketches will inspire
you. Sometimes a great little char-
acter sketch might unravel into a
whole picture book narrative.
When I wrote “Tumbleweed,” a
story for the book anthology, Flight,
Volume One, it started with a small
sketch of a girl riding atop a tele-
phone wire on a bicycle. 

(continued, next page)

Inspiration
by Catia Chien

ILLUSTRATOR’S PERSPECTIVE
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... CONTINUED

IFELT REALLY CLOSE TO HER
when I drew her and from that

small sketch I wrote an entire story.  

Another tip is to always have more
than one sketchbook. I always have
about three to four sketchbooks at a
time because I keep one at home,
one in my car, one for my pocket,
and occasionally one gets lost. One
of my sketchbooks is just to take
notes of strange bugs, mostly ven-
omous looking spiders, that I doo-
dle and research online. I use it to
show the bugs to my housemates in
an attempt to stop them from
stomping on a helpful spider or an
innocent house bug. 

Have an inspiration board. The
great thing about being an artist
is that everything and anything
you do informs your art in some
way. And it is not just so you can
write off things during tax time
(although that is a great perk!)
So embrace your quirks and
seek to nurture your own imagi-
nation. Think about things that

really get your attention. Don’t con-
tain your influences to within the
children’s book market because it is
often over saturated with imitated
styles that will die out eventually. I
highly recommend researching out-
side of your industry for inspiration,
such as film, literature, architecture,
and design.

Keep a journal of random
ideas/thoughts/dreams. Roughly 80
percent of my gallery art comes
from images that I dream up when I

am asleep. I also keep a handy
recorder next to me so that if I wake
up and I’m too tired to draw I can
just record the idea to help me re-
member it later. This is also a great
place to jot down favorite words and
even do a few random word plays
and see where it leads.  

And last but not least, one of the
most important things to practice
to keep inspiration in our life is to
put your heart in your artwork.
Don’t be afraid to make lots of mis-
takes and give your 100 percent or
more into everything you do. It will
show in your work and, most im-
portantly, it will inspire you and
keep you going. 

Catia Chien is an award-winning
artist whose illustrations in The Sea
Serpent and Me by Dashka Slater won
the Gold Award for Children’s Market
from the Society of Illustrators L.A. She
is now working on two books, paintings
for gallery shows, and crafting hand-
made items for her online store.

“Sketch everything 

and anything.” 

www.catiachien.com
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by Leora Krygier

You’ve written a children’s book—maybe it’s a picture
book or a young adult novel or middle-grade story. It
might be your first, or you may even be published, no
matter.  You’ve spent months, maybe years on your oeu-
vre, revised it umpteen times, had your friends search
out typos for you and finally submitted it to an agent,
or directly to a publisher. 

Now what?

Here’s my personal prescription for dos and don’ts that
just might keep you healthy (and possibly sane) during
this-feels-like-an-eternity waiting period. (Disclaimer:
I’m not a medical doctor, but I do have, by now, a post
doctorate in waiting and nail-biting.)

Don’t: Check your e-mail seventeen times a day, even
if you have a Blackberry and the red light is flashing
madly at you. This may cause severe mood changes, de-
pression, and possible hair loss.

Don’t: Call your agent (if you’ve got one) every day
with lame excuses that attempt to cover up your true
purpose in calling, i.e., any updates? It may give your
agent an upset stomach and/or heart palpitations.

Don’t: Constantly whine to your writing group (a lit-
tle whining is okay) about how you’re not sleeping at
night and not eating (as you wolf down the appetizers
and wine spritzers your writing group host has pre-
pared). Too much griping may cause your colleagues to
want to run into the kitchen and fight over the knife
sharpener. 

Don’t: Make melodramatic announcements (yet
again) to your family about giving up writing, packing it
all in and enrolling in cosmetology school. This may
lead to extreme and dangerous drowsiness on the part
of your children and loss of interest in sex on the part
of your spouse.

Don’t: Read up on Publisher’s Weekly about every book
that was sold in the past week. It will make your brain
swell wondering about why you didn’t write a YA novel
about a vampire prom queen who sucks the blood of a
popular jock. It may also cause dizziness or if left un-
treated, may lead to a comatose state. 

Don’t: Look at the page visit statistics on your blog or
web page (or your ranking on Amazon, if you have
other published books). If you do, make sure you make
these visits on an empty stomach.

(continued, next page)

Side Effects May Include … 

The Dos and Don’ts of Waiting for the 
Publishing Gods to Make You an Offer

WRITER’S PERSPECTIVE

Illustration by Denise Clemmensen
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ON THE OTHER HAND — follow the dosing
directions below, proven safe and effective.

Do:Take a break from writing—you deserve it, you
need it. Thinking time is just as important as writing
time. Go hiking, go to the gym, go for a trip. (Your trip
may even turn out to be tax deductible if you incorpo-
rate it into a future book)

Do: Make your lunch hour and dinnertime strict no-e-
mail, no-phone zones. 

Do: Inspire yourself. Grab your camera and spend a
day or two taking photographs, or go to your grand-
mother’s attic and look through old photo albums.
Uncle Bernie might make a great character in your next
novel.

Do: Use this my-life-is-in-limbo time to do something
of value. Agents and editors will tell you to immediately
get started writing another novel. I usually ignore this
sage advice and launch into clearing out and rearranging
my closets. This generally fosters an unhealthy, codepen-
dent relationship with The Container Store — but the
closets are immaculate.

Do: Plan a birthday, anniversary or get-together party
for a loved one. Counting your blessings is the best way
to find perspective.

Do: Read a book! Remember reading? Remember
reading for pleasure? Don’t forget what got you started
in the writing game.

Do: Instead of a full-blown project (for which you
probably invest months of emotional brain drain) —
write something less taxing — an article, a short story,
a poem, or start a blog or a web page.

Do: Attend an author event, local writers’ schmooze,
or a writing seminar. There’s nothing like a little inter-
action and commiseration to ease the pain.

Do: Shred old manuscripts piling up on your desk and
floor (very therapeutic) and make a batch of chocolate
brownies. (Warning: baking can be comforting, but may
cause bloating and weight gain.)

Do: Spend some time devising a “Plan B.” Research and
decide where to send your manuscript next. Redirec-
tion is the best antidote to rejection.  

Do: Reward yourself. Remind yourself that you’ve done
it! You’ve written a book. How many people do you know
who can say that? And you’ve probably done it in between
school, kids, a full time job, and/or taking the dog to the
vet. 

So, go shopping, get a massage, manicure or that facial
you’ve been wanting. (Guys, go out and buy those
ridiculously expensive basketball tickets you’ve been
coveting.)  

You’ve done your thing, now let the universe take a turn.
(All right, I know — easy to say, hard to do — but try.)

And remember, get plenty of rest, drink lots of liquids
and call me in the morning, but only if you experience
any unusual side effects.

Leora Krygier is the author of When She Sleeps, a New
York Public Library Best Books for the Teen Age pick, 2005. Her
latest book, Juvenile Court: A Judge’s Guide for Young
Adults and their Parents (Scarecrow Press, December 2008)
just arrived in bookstores. 

In the past year, illustrator Denise Clemmensen has re-
ceived honorable mentions in two local SCBWI contests. 

... CONTINUED

“You’ve done your thing, now
let the universe take a turn.”

www.leorakrygier.com
www.deniseclemmensen.com
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To Market, To Market
Edited by Vicki Arkoff

Books

BOYDS MILLS PRESS: 815 Church St., Honesdale, PA
18431. Publisher of fiction, nonfiction, and historical fic-
tion in the form of picture books, chapter books, novels
and poetry collections for pre-readers through young
adults. Editors are seeking “manuscripts with precise lan-
guage that tell new stories or describe unknown topics,”
says Erin Garrow, somewhat cryptically. He also strongly
recommends that submissions are not made prematurely.
“Bring your manuscript to writers’ workshops. Seek crit-
icism from professionals. When you feel confident that
10,000 people would read your manuscript, research a
wide range of publishers and submit it to the best fits.”
All submissions to Boyds Mills are evaluated for the com-
pany’s four imprints: Calkins Creek, Front Street, Boyds
Mills Press, and Wordsong. For picture books, send com-
plete manuscript; first three chapters and plot summary
for middle-grade and YA fiction. See submission guide-
lines at website. Pays royalty and advance. (CW: 9/08)

CLARION: 215 Park Avenue South, New York, NY
10003. Publisher of fiction and nonfiction picture books
and novels for children in pre-school through young adult
is currently accepting unsolicited manuscripts for its up-
coming hardback lists. Paperbacks and board books are
published only from backlist titles. Publishes 50 hardcover
titles annually. No SASE needed and postcards are dis-
couraged; editors will respond only to submissions they
are interested in publishing. See website for updates or
call the Clarion recorded information line: 
617-351-5959. (P: 11/08)

DUTTON: 345 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10014. A
division of Penguin Young Readers Group, Dutton pub-
lishes fiction and nonfiction books for preschoolers
through young adults with a small number of all-age books.
Editors publish 110 hardcover titles annually: board books,
picture books and novels. Lines and special series include
Dutton Easy Readers for ages 5-7. Send query letter with
SASE before submitting unsolicited picture book or novel

manuscripts. A query letter should be typed and, ideally, fit
on one page. Include a brief synopsis of your manuscript
and your publishing credits, if any. Replies in approxi-
mately four months, and only replies to writers/artists if
editors are interested in query. (P: 11/08)

LITTLE GREEN BOOKS: Little Simon tackles a timely
subject with Little Green Books, focusing on improving
the environment and preserving the earth’s habitats. Each
title will be made out of recycled materials and printed
with soy ink, and will include tips for children and parents
about leading an environmentally aware lifestyle. “Going
green has obviously been big in the past few years, and our
team set out to figure out how to tackle this theme so that
the books would be meaningful and usable—and differ-
ent,” says Valerie Garfield, VP and publisher of novelty and
licensed publishing for Simon & Schuster Children’s Pub-
lishing. She notes that while today’s children are taught the
importance of recycling and conserving resources, the big
picture can be intimidating. “We decided that the books in
this series would approach environmental topics with
humor and would break them into bits, teaching small
ways that kids can make a difference.” This commitment
extends beyond the product itself. “We decided early on
that all our divisions—editorial, production, marketing
and publicity—would be on board and that everything that
touches this program has to be green,” Garfield explains.
To this end, marketing materials will be available in down-
loadable formats, press kits will be sent electronically and
all giveaways will be eco-friendly, such as a bookmark with
a seed-paper flower that can be planted. Little Green
Books will release at least six books annually. A dedicated
website will launch next year. (PW: 9/08)

NEW YORK REVIEW CHILDREN’S COLLECTION
435 Hudson Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10014-3994.
Featuring an “innovative list of outstanding fiction and non-
fiction from all ages and around the world,” NYRCC pub-
lishes out-of-print books of merit in new hardbound
editions for new generations. Publisher Rea Hederman is
accepting suggestions for picture book and novel re-issues
for elementary age through young adult, whether you are
the author/illustrator, a current rights holder, or an indus
try professional with insider tips and recommendations.

(continued, next page)

www.boydsmillspress.com
http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/clarion/
www.us.penguingroup.com
www.nybooks.com/nyrb/browse?subcategory_id=73
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Not accepting submissions for previously unpublished
books or books of non-“classic” status that would not fit
the publisher’s discriminating list. Publishes eight hardcover
and paperback titles annually. (P: 11/08) 

NORTH COUNTRY BOOKS: 220 Lafayette St., Utica,
NY 13502. This regional publisher seeks manuscripts
about New York State for its list, which includes history,
biography, fiction, nature, travel guides, folklore, and chil-
dren’s books. General Manager Zach Steffen emphasizes
the importance of doing thorough market research before
submitting queries or manuscripts. “Find out the type of
material the publisher is interested then you can focus on
your niche.” Writers’ guidelines at website for submission
guidelines. Pays royalty. (CW: 9/08)  

SYLVAN DELL PUBLISHING: 976 Houston Northcutt
Blvd., Suite 3, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. Publisher of picture
books for PreK-elementary students that entertain and in-
form, is accepting unsolicited manuscripts and art samples.
Manuscripts must meet four criteria: Fun to read (fiction
with nonfiction facts), subjects of national or regional inter-
est, topically ties in to early elementary school curriculum,
and is marketable through a niche market such as zoo or
museum gift shop. “Our science and math learning objec-
tives are there for the taking but the child’s reading pleasure
is primary,” says editor Donna German. TIP: Study pub-
lished samples to see how to include a 3-5 page “For Cre-
ative Minds” section that reinforces the book’s educational
component. Submit via e-mail only to: DonnaGerman@
SylvanDellPublishing.com. All other submissions will be
discarded. Illustrators are invited to send an e-mail with a
website link to show your art portfolio, and “illustration
submission” in the subject line. TIP: “We are generally look-
ing for realistic-style—not cartoon—illustrations for chil-
dren.” Publishes 4-8 books per year. Acknowledges
manuscript receipt within two weeks, and will respond to
submission within four months. (P: 11/08)

Key to Information Sources: CW = Children’s Writer, P =
publisher, PL =  Publishers Lunch, PW = Publishers Weekly. 

Magazines

AMERICAN CHEERLEADER: 110 William St., 23rd
Floor, New York, NY 10038. Editor-in-chief Marisa
Walker says this magazine for spirited 13-18 year olds is
“geared toward the nearly four million young people who
cheer in the U.S.” Articles cover skill-building, health,
beauty, fitness, safety, and other issues pertinent to teens
who cheer. TIP: A good query is “teen- or cheer-specific,
with a fresh and interesting angle and innovative approach
to cheer topics,” Walker says. “We are always seeking sto-
ries about exceptional athletes and teams, not first-person
accounts or short stories.” E-mail queries are preferred.
Send to: acmail@americancheerleader.com. Payment
varies. (CW: 9/08)

COLUMBIA KID: 1911 Pacific Ave., Tacoma, WA
98402. This new e-zine explores Pacific Northwest his-
tory for readers ages 4 though 14. Managing Editor
Stephanie Lile says the Washington State Historical Soci-
ety’s e-zine is a “great read for children (and)…a fabulous
resource for teachers who want to integrate reading,
writing, and Pacific Northwest history.” The magazine in-
cludes stories and special departments such as: “One Day
in History,” “Homework Helper,” and “Northwest
Hotspot.” Publishes two times per year (spring and fall).
Writer’s guidelines at website for complete submission
and department information. No e-mail submissions. Pay-
ment varies. (CW: 9/08)

HIGHLIGHTS FOR CHILDREN: 803 Church St.,
Honesdale, PA 18431. Highlights’ editors have updated
their current needs. Fiction for younger readers (4 to 8):
to 500 words. Funny stories, folktales, holiday stories.
Submit to Marileta Robinson, Senior Editor. Fiction for
older readers (8-12): to 800 words. Holiday; humorous;
adventure stories; historical fiction about lesser-covered
time periods; multicultural. Submit to Joelle Dujardin,
Associate Editor. Verse: All types are needed. Holiday
themes, particularly Easter (but no verse about spring),
and verse appealing to boys are especially desired. Submit

(continued, next page)

... TO MARKET, TO MARKET

www.northcountrybooks.com
www.sylvandellpublishing.com
www.americancheerleader.com
http://columbia.washingtonhistory.org/kids/index.html
www.highlights.com
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to Dujardin. Nonfiction for younger readers (ages 4 to
8): to 500 words. First-person accounts of fieldwork;
photo-essays; high-interest animals; nature; urban life;
kids living in different cultures; and the arts. Submit to
Dujardin. Economic and Personal Finance: to 800 words.
Articles that take real care to speak to a kid’s understand-
ing. Submit to Linda Rose, assistant editor. Gallant Kids:
to 400 words. Profiles of children who have helped their
communities. Pieces about hands-on projects preferred
over fundraisers. Must be about unique projects generated
and led by kids. Submit to Tiffany Hoffman, editorial as-
sistant. Science: Two-page features, 800 words; one-page
features, 400 words; activities, 50 words. Features about
kids involved in science; scientists going to habitats to
study high-interest animals; short and fun science activi-
ties. Submit to Andy Boyles, Science Editor. History and
World Cultures: to 800 words. Fun, humorous articles
about presidents (not Washington or Lincoln); American
holidays; personal looks at life in other countries. Submit
to Carolyn Yoder, Senior Editor. Buys all rights. Payment
varies. (CW: 9/08)

Agents

ADAMS LITERARY: Quinlan Lee has joined as an agent
representing children’s authors and artists. Lee has been
a freelance writer for several children’s publishers, in-
cluding Scholastic, HarperCollins and Simon & Schuster.
She will be working with Tracey and Josh Adams out of
their office in Charlotte, N.C. (PW: 9/08) 

FRANKLIN & SIEGAL: Agent Michelle Andelman has
left the Andrea Brown Literary Agency to join Franklin &
Siegal as a children’s book scout. (PL: 9/08)

Key to Information Sources: CW = Children’s Writer, P =

publisher, PL =  Publishers Lunch, PW = Publishers Weekly.

Changes

ATHENEUM CHILDREN’S: Namrata Tripathi joined as
executive editor. She has most recently been senior editor
at Hyperion Children’s. Additionally, associate editor Lisa
Cheng will move from Margaret K. McElderry Books to
Atheneum, reporting to Tripathi. (PL: 11/08)

CHICKEN HOUSE: At the Frankfurt Book Fair, UK-
based children’s publisher Chicken House announced a
joint venture with Carlsen to form Chicken House
Deutschland, similar to their co-publishing arrangement
with Scholastic in the US. (Chicken House already pub-
lishes German author Cornelia Funke.) (PL: 10/08)

CHRONICLE BOOKS: Emily Haynes has been hired as
editor, specializing in pop culture, humor, and media tie-
ins. Haynes was at Plume. (PL: 9/08)

EGMONT USA: Greg Ferguson has been hired as editor
(he was at Harper Children’s) and Nico Medina as man-
aging editor (he was at Viking Children’s). The company
has acquired 15 titles for their launch list, starting in fall
2009. (PL: 11/08)

HARPER COLLINS CHILDREN’S: Laura Geringer,
publisher of the eponymous Harper Children’s imprint
for 17 years (and a Harper employee since 1980), has left
her position “to pursue her career as a writer, to devote
her energies to the development of a new business with
the capability of delivering story content on multiple plat-
forms, and to channel more time into First Book." The
imprint is best known for picture books by William Joyce
and the “If You Give a...” series by Laura Numeroff and il-
lustrated by Felicia Bond. Kelly Smith has been hired as
senior editor, reporting to Phoebe Yeh. She was an acqui-
sitions editor for Sterling. Additionally, both Laura Arnold
and Greg Ferguson have been promoted to editor, report-
ing to Barbara Lalicki. Jordan Brown will join the imprint
Walden Pond Press later this month, reporting to Brenda
Bowen. He was an assistant editor at Ginee Seo
Books/Atheneum. Brown will work with Debbie Kovacs 

(continued, next page) 
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at Walden Media to “craft a launch list for the imprint and
to acquire and edit some eight books a year,” while ac-
quiring and editing for Bowen Press as well. (PL: 8/08,
10/08)

HENRY HOLT: Eve Adler has been promoted to associate
editor of Christy Ottaviano Books at Henry Holt. She was
previously assistant editor. (PW: 9/08)

LERNER PUBLISHING: In Lerner’s New York office,
Carol Burrell was promoted to editorial director of
Graphic Universe, working on graphic novels with an ed-
ucational appeal. Andrew Karre has been hired as editorial
director of Carolrhoda Books, working out of Minneapo-
lis. He was an acquiring editor for Llewellyn’s YA imprint
Flux. The company says it plans to “enhance the identities
of Carolrhoda Books and Graphic Universe by strength-
ening its program of publishing award-winning picture
books, middle-grade fiction, graphic novels, young adult
fiction, and unique nonfiction trade titles.” (PL: 9/08)

LITTLE, BROWN CHILDREN’S BOOKS:  At Little,
Brown Children’s, Jennifer Hunt has been promoted to
editorial director, overseeing all middle grade and YA fic-
tion acquisitions, including serving as the primary edito-
rial contact for foreign novel acquisitions. She has been
with the company for six years. Dave Caplan has been
hired as senior art director. He was art director at Harper
Children’s. Elizabeth Bewley has joined Little, Brown
Children’s imprint Poppy. She recently relocated back to
New York from Los Angeles, after working as a freelance
editor for Regan Books. (PL: 10/08)

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: In September, Alison In-
drisano became president and CEO of National Geo-
graphic School Publishing, including Hampton-Brown,
which it acquired in 2006. She was COO at Prometric, a
subsidiary of ETS. (PL: 8/08)

Key to Information Sources: CW = Children’s Writer, P =
publisher, PL =  Publishers Lunch, PW = Publishers Weekly.

PENGUIN CHILDREN’S: President and publisher of
Penguin Children’s Dial imprint Lauri Hornik has been
given additional responsibilities as president and publisher
of Dutton Children’s. Associate editorial director for Dut-
ton Children’s Julie Strauss-Gabel moves up to associate
publisher, reporting to Hornik along with Maureen Sul-
livan, Lucia Monfried, Margaret Woollatt, and Sara
Reynolds. Continuing the changes at Penguin Children’s
Grosset & Dunlap and Price Stern Sloan lines, associate
publisher Nadine Topalian has been promoted to VP and
is now associate publisher of Frederick Warne & Co. in
the United States as well to her previous responsibilities.
She reports to incoming publisher Francesco Sedita and
has been with the company since 1998. (PW, PL: 9/08,
10/08, 11/08) 

PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL: Learning Curve
parent company RC2 announced it was canceling its
planned acquisition of the children’s publishing division
of Publications International due to the recent shifts in
the capital and credit markets, which would increase the
cost of financing. (PL: 10/08)

We do our best to provide current market information, but we do
not guarantee its accuracy. Please verify needs, names, addresses,
etc. before submitting and follow the publisher’s guidelines. Never
send original art. It has long been traditional to include a SASE,
however please note that many major publishers have changed
their policy: many no longer return manuscripts or contact au-
thors/illustrators unless interested in their submissions. 

Vicki Arkoff (varkoff@yahoo.com) writes for MAD Magazine,
MAD Kids, Girls’ Life and Nickelodeon, and authorized bi-
ographies for The Cheetah Girls, Kelly Clarkson, Jonas Brothers,
Jesse McCartney, Anna Sophia Robb, Carrie Underwood, the “High
School Musical” cast and others. Her books include the the upcom-
ing How to Deal (Disney-Hyperion, 2009) and work on Sina-
tra by Richard Havers (DK, 2004). 

... TO MARKET, TO MARKET
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Nominations 
for the 2008 

Sue Alexander Service 
& Encouragement Award 

are being accepted.  

The SASE Award will be 
presented at the 2009 

SCBWI-L.A. Writer’s Day.

Nominees must be 
SCBWI-L.A. members. 

Anyone may submit a name
for consideration. 

Please explain how the 
member has given service 
& encouragement or  what

contributions have been 
made to children’s books. 

Previous winners are:
Sue Alexander

Mary Ann Dames
Anita McLaughlin

Marilyn Morton
Joanne Rocklin

Patsy Ann Taylor
Julie Williams
Mike Carter

Sandra Arnold
Sherrill Kushner
Lisze Bechtold

Caroline Hatton
Stephanie Gwyn Brown

Mary Peterson
Joan Charles 

Sarah Laurenson

Send nominations by 2/2/09
to SCBWI-L.A., 

P.O. Box 1728, Pacific Palisades,
CA 90272. 

Please write “SASE” on the
front of the envelope. 

STANDING OVATION

Singing Editor Inspires Writers at Retreat

by Marcelle Greene

THE CLOSING ACT OF THE ANNUAL WRITER’S RETREAT brought
attendees to their feet, after a group sing-along with Yolanda LeRoy, editor

at Charlesbridge Publishing. LeRoy gave an information-packed four-speeches-
crammed-into-one, then surprised everyone by reprising a performance she
and author/illustrators Anne Sibley O’Brien and David Costello created for
the New England SCBWI Conference earlier this year.  

In addition to being an editor, Yolanda has experience as a singer/actress in mu-
sical theater. Read ahead with caution, as you won’t be able to get this song out
of your head (sing to the tune of “There’s No Business Like Show Business”):

“There’s no business like book business
Like no business I know. 
Think of the good life that you’ll be leading,
After all the trouble you’ve been through.
Soon you know your book will be succeeding
When you are reading a starred review. 
We’re fun people to young people, 
We make worlds to explore.
Even though it may not be a Harry Potter,
a Newbery, or a Caldecott-er.
Still your book might reach a mind or touch a heart,
And that’s what it’s all for!  
Yes, that’s what it’s all for.”

Lyrics by Anne Sibley and O.B. O’Brien. 

Yolanda the Singing Editor
takes a bow after wowing
the crowd at our annual
Working Writer’s Retreat in
September.

Photo by Nina Kidd.
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Volunteer in the Spotlight

Joseph Taylor

IN ADDITION TO loving
to read books as a kid, I
enjoyed swimming in
meets and playing in ten-
nis tournaments. Partici-
pating in sports taught me
many things — the impor-
tance of practice, envision-

ing success as a path to achieving it, and playing with
competitors above my level to improve my game.

When I think about SCBWI and my involvement with
the organization, that latter lesson has had particular
resonance for me. The gifted, generous and good-
hearted people I’ve met through SCBWI have aided me
greatly in improving my writing and enriching my life. I
know for certain that I could not have begun to succeed
without them being there, encouraging me, pushing me,
lighting the way.

My volunteering, first for three years as co-coordinator
of the Westside Schmooze and for the past 18 months as
proofreader of Kite Tales, has enabled me to meet these
great people and to grow as a writer and a person. In-
deed, through the schmooze, I not only learned much
about the craft and business of writing for kids, but I
met most of the key people in my writing life. 

The amazing Caroline Hatton was stepping down as
schmooze co-coordinator and urged me to help take the
reins. Following Caroline’s suggestions has consistently
proven to be among my smartest moves. It was also
Caroline who persuaded me to attend an evening semi-
nar with one Marianne Carus, the illustrious founder
and editor of The Cricket Magazine Group. Hearing
Marianne speak that night opened the doors to my first
publication, in Cricket magazine.

At the schmooze, I partnered first with the energetic
and prolific Ann Stalcup, then with the funny and amaz-

ingly talented Greg Pincus (before he’d made a sale). I
also got the chance to work with the wonderful
writer/illustrator, founder and then-coordinator of the
Westside Illustrators Schmooze and then-webmaster of
the SCBWI SoCal website, Joan Charles, whose words
of encouragement have made all the difference. And I
met my good friend and critique partner, Karol Ruth Sil-
verstein, a multi-talented writer whose feedback I con-
sider my secret weapon.

Then there are the people I’ve crossed paths with who
are not only helping me climb my writing mountain,
but have themselves reached the tops of some of the
world’s highest literary peaks. Take, oh, Susan Patron,
whom I invited to speak at my final schmooze as coordi-
nator. She talked about her struggles writing a book
coming out later that year and graced us by reading the
first chapter from her manuscript. It was called The
Higher Power of Lucky, and it would go on to win the
Newbery Medal.

I’ve learned that in writing, as in sports, the people you
surround yourself with can help move you toward suc-
cess and make the journey there enjoyable and mean-
ingful. Step up your involvement in SCBWI and you
can’t help but find some people you’ll treasure.

Joseph Taylor’s “Flying Balloons: The Story of the Montgolfier
Brothers” was featured as the cover story in the April 2008
issue of Cricket magazine. Encyclopedia Britannica has
since picked it up as a short-story selection.

Image reprinted by permission of Cricket magazine, 
cover art ©2008 by Stephen Costanza.
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Kerry Dwyer began her love affair
with stories and illustrations in sec-
ond grade when she began creating
books inspired by bears and ice
cream and bound them with pieces
of wallpaper. She has great admira-
tion for literature of all kinds, but
finds herself transfixed with the
magic that transpires when pictures
and stories come together. She is
constantly experiencing that there is
no greater joy than the telling and re-
ceiving of stories.

Dwyer seeks to infuse her illustra-
tions and tales with the auspicious
moments, humor, and colorful characters that spring forth from everyday life.
She draws inspiration from nature, children’s books, rock and roll, blues
music, Irish humor, and banana peels found in all the wrong places. She strives
to create characters “that would be fun to meet at your neighborhood block
party or have at your kitchen table, at least for a little while.”

Kerry was born in New England and holds a BFA from the Rhode Island
School of Design. She resides in the city of stories, 
which is Los Angeles. She has 
been working for nine years 
in animation, for shows 
such as “Home Movies,” 
“Squigglevision’s 
Science Court,” and 
“Wow Wow Wubbzy.”

Kerry Dwyer: 
A Believer in the Magic of Picture Books

ILLUSTRATOR’S GALLERY

www.kerrydwyerillustration.com

kerry@kerrydwyerillustration.com

www.kerrydwyerillustration.com
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Bulletin Board

Great News

Caroline Hatton and her editor for The Night Olympic
Team, Andy Boyles (Boyds Mills Press), describe winning
strategies for both pre- and post-submission revision.
They are one of three writer-editor pairs interviewed in
the article, “The Revision Rainbow: Finding the Pot of
Gold,” by Jacqueline Adams in the Children’s Writer Guide
to 2009.

The Shark That Taught Me English by Michelle Markel
(ill. Bo Young Kim, Lectura, 2008) won the Moonbeam
Children’s Book Award (Gold medal) in the Spanish lan-
guage category and was a book recommended by Criti-
cas Magazine for Hispanic Heritage Month, 2008.

Events

Monthly children’s writers coffee & discussion:
Writer2Writer. Location: Flintridge Bookstore
and Coffeehouse, 964 Foothill Blvd, La Canada. 

Sun. Jan. 11, 4-5 p.m. 
Kick off the New Year with Dianne White and “Your
Name.com: Managing Your On-Line Career Before
and After Your First Big Book” 

Sun. Feb 1, 4-5 p.m.
Sherri L. Smith, YA author of the upcoming novel,
Flygirl, about “Getting it Done: How to Keep Your
Book From Being a Never-Ending Story” 

Sun. Mar. 1: Lisa Yee 

Sun. Apr. 5: Cynthia Kadohata 

Sun. May 3: Kerry Madden 

For info or to RSVP, contact Catherine Linka at 
catherineL@flintridgebooks.com with
“Writer2Writer” in subject line or 818-790-0717.

Classes

UCLA Extension Writers’ Program
As the largest and most comprehensive university-
related writing program in the nation, the UCLA Ex-
tension Writers’ Program equips new and practicing
writers with the tools they need to tell their stories and
to seek out publication and production. UCLA offers
more than 500 annual onsite and online writing courses
in writing for the youth market, as well as fiction,
memoir, personal essay, poetry, playwriting, publishing,
feature film, and television writing. 

For more information: 310-825-9415
To enroll: 310-825-9971 or 818-784-7006 

Upcoming Courses: 
Writing for Children: A Beginning Workshop
Paula Yoo, Wed. Jan. 21-Mar. 25, 7-10 p.m. 
Reg. # U6652U.

Writing for the Elementary School-Age Child
Caroline Arnold, Wed. Feb. 4-Feb. 25, 7-10 p.m. 
Reg. # U6656U.

Writing Picture Books for Children, 
April Halprin Wayland, Thurs., Jan. 22 & 29, 
Feb. 19 & 26, 11a.m.-2 p.m. Reg. #U6660U.

Structuring Your Picture Book Like the Pros: 
A Beginning Workshop (Online), 
Merrily Kutner, Jan. 21-Mar. 25. Reg. #U6681U. 

Art Center College of Design Night Program
626-396-2319 

Children’s Book Illustration, 
Marla Frazee, Thurs., Jan. 15-Apr. 18, 7-10 p.m.

California State University, Northridge
818-677-CSUN 

Otis College of Art and Design Evening College
310-665-6850 

Save these dates!

SCBWI-L.A. Writer’s Day — Sat., Apr. 18
Half-Day Writer’s Workshop — Sat., May 16 
Working Writer’s Retreat — Sept. 11-13 

www.carolinehatton.com
www.flintridgebooks.com
www.uclaextension.edu/writers
www.artcenter.edu/atnight
http://tsengcollege.csun.edu
www.otis.edu
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Critique Connections Online

Longing for a critique group? Why not join Critique Connections Online to find a buddy or two? It’s easy and open
to SCBWI members who reside in the Tri-Regions. It is not an online critique group or a manuscript exchange, but a
way to link up with like-minded people. Best of all, it’s free!  

Below is a sample from the ever-changing list that you will find at Critique Connections Online. To access the con-
tact information or start your own group, join by e-mailing your request to critiqueconnect@yahoo.com. Questions
can be addressed to the same e-mail.

Once you’ve joined the Yahoo! Group, you’ll be asked to provide information about yourself as part of a database and
also for an introductory e-mail. Others in the group can connect directly with you or you with them.

Edith Cohn, Critique Connections Online Coordinator

Name Location Start/Join Online or Genres*
Face-to-Face Group

Authors
Sandi Stevenson Ranch join either PB
Susan Sierra Madre join face-to-face PB
Yolanda Orange Co. join face-to-face PB
Jennifer LA either either YA
Laura Pasadena join either MG
Morgan LA join face-to-face MG & YA
Paul LA join face-to-face YA fantasy
Tracy Tarzana either either YA, PB

Illustrators
Nya LA either online PB

Free!

Got a New Book Coming Out? 

Tell your publisher’s publicity person which 
state awards it’s eligible for.  Go to the 

Central Los Angeles Public Library downtown,
to the Children’s Literature Department.

Ask the librarian to help you pull up 
“Awards & Prizes from the Children’s Book Council.”

The Library will maintain the subscription 
only if it’s used. It’s the only resource of its kind! 

To look up each state award individually, 
you would have to know the name of the award or

sponsoring agency.

*PB: picture
books; MG: mid-
dle grade; YA:
young adult

Toot Your Horn
in the Spring issue of Kite Tales!

Twice a year, Kite Tales lists new books written or illustrated
by members for the benefit of booksellers and librarians.  
Send us info about the book you’ve written or illustrated: 

� Title by author, illustrator   � Ages ? and up
� Genre and publisher   � Author or book website

� Is author SCBWI member?   � Is illustrator SCBWI member?

Sorry, no self-published, print-on-demand or 
subsidy/vanity press books per SCBWI guidelines. 

email to: bonnieferron@earthlink.net 
or mail to Kite Tales c/o SCBWI,

P.O. Box 4190, West Hills, CA 91308

Deadline: February 15

http://edithcohn.com/
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News from the Internet 
by Narda Lacey Fargotstein

What Websites do 
Editors, Agents Visit?
ATTENDEES AT THE SCBWI ANNUAL SUMMER
Conference studied the editors and agents who pre-
sented, trying to decipher what they liked, what they
thought was hot, and whether this or that agent or edi-
tor would be right for them. I madly scribbled down
their favorite books that they enjoyed as children, books
that they edited or agented, and new authors that they
had signed or published. I also jotted down their fa-
vorites websites so you can hang out where they lurk.

Abigail Samoun, project editor with Tricycle Press,
the children’s book imprint of Ten Speed Press, sug-
gested that authors frequent the Children’s Literature
Network (www.childrensliteraturenetwork.org/).
Children’s Literature Network provides connection, en-
couragement, education, camaraderie, and program-
ming for members who write and illustrate books for
children and teens and those working to be published, as
well as those who are passionate about reading and dis-
cussing those books. There is free information and a
members-only section. Membership dues run from $40
a year for the minimum features to $250 per year.

Another site she mentioned was Jacketflap
(www.jacketflap.com/). JacketFlap, a free site, is a
comprehensive resource for information on the chil-
dren’s book industry. Thousands of published authors,
illustrators, librarians, agents, editors, publicists, and
publishers visit JacketFlap daily. You can enter any sub-
ject or genre and JacketFlap will return a list of publish-
ers that have published books on that subject, along with

the top two titles for each publisher, their reading lev-
els, and the number of titles published in the prior year.  

Mediabistro (http://www.mediabistro.com) is an-
other site Samoun frequents and that other agents men-
tioned. It’s about all types of media events, courses, and
jobs. It is a great site for freelancers looking for work
and job hunters. Membership costs $59 and members
enjoy benefits such as access to health insurance.

So now bookmark those websites, sign up for their
newsletter alerts, and hang out with editors and agents.

Narda Lacey Fargotstein recently climbed the first rung by win-
ning the picture book category at the Orange County Editors’
Day. Narda is always looking for new websites and suggestions
for future columns. E-mail p.bf@gte.net.

We do our best to provide current information, but we do not
guarantee its accuracy. The fact that information is provided at
SCBWI websites or in Kite Tales in no way implies endorse-
ment by SCBWI or SCBWI-L.A.

advertisement

“Bookmark those websites ... and hang

out with editors and agents. “

www.childrensliteraturenetwork.org/
www.jacketflap.com
www.mediabistro.com
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LISA ROJANY BUCCIERI
EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES
Email:  esola@roadrunner.com                                         
EditorialServicesofLA.com

Lisa Rojany Buccieri is a publishing executive with 18 years’ experience in the industry. Lisa has also written over 100 
children’s   books.   She   was   lead   author   on   Writing   Children’s   Books   for   Dummies   (Wiley,   2005),   and   co-wrote   the   New   York   Times   
bestseller,   Fund   Your   Future   (Berkley,   2002)   with   Julie   Stav.   Her   books   have   received   various   accolades,   such   as   reaching
#1   on   the   Publishers   Weekly   Bestseller   List   two   years   in   a   row   (Make   Your   Own   Valentines,   PSS/Putnam),   and   winning   the
American   Bookseller’s   Pick   of   the   List   (Giant   Animal   Fold-Outs:   Kangaroo   &   Company,   PSS/Putnam).   Most   recently,   
she   spearheaded   the   Intervisual   Books   launch   of   their   first   grown-up   publishing   program   for   Spring   2007.   She   was   
the   founding   V.P.   &   Publisher   of   Americhip   Books,   a   children’s   book   packaging   company   focusing   on   adapting   tech-
nologies   such   as   light,   sound,   paper-engineering,   and   animation   for   books.   Lisa   has   also   been   Editorial/Publishing   
Director   for   Golden   Books,   PSS/Penguin   Group,   Intervisual   Books,   Gateway   Learning   Corp   (Hooked   on   Phonics),   
and   others.   She   charges   by   the   hour   for   her   editorial   services,   depending   on   the   length   of   the   manuscript   or   project.   
References   available   upon   request.

EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES (ESOLA) 
is devoted to helping writers make their work the best it can be.

EDITORIAL SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES 
has been in business for over 18 years, and has helped many writers—
of both children’s and grown-up books—get published or improve their chances for publication.

ESOLA offers personalized, detailed services, everything from line editing to ghostwriting:

   • Detailed line editing and critique letter • Book doctoring 
   • Creative and publishing list development • Copy editing    
   • Proposal writing and editing       • Ghost writing    
   • Literary consultations       • Proofreading 
   • Writing workshops    
                  

ESOLA can also help you craft a great query letter— 
                 so include it if you want help with that as well!

EDITORIAL SERVICES  
OF LOS ANGELES (ESOLA)      
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Writing Connections

www.editorialservicesofla.com


Sue Alexander
Memorial Scholarship Contest 
for Picture Book Writers 

ENTRY FORM Entries must be postmarked by April 20, 2009

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Title of Manuscript

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Fill out this entry form. 

2. Paper clip it to three 
copies of your picture
book manuscript.

3. Mail to: 
Sue Alexander
Memorial Scholarship
c/o SCBWI-L.A.
P. O. Box 1728
Pacific Palisades, CA  90272

Submissions not in compliance with rules will be disqualified.  For contest
rules, see this Kite Tales cover (winter 2009) or visit www.scbwisocal.org

Questions?  310-573-7318 

Writing Connections

Present Perfect
Writing and Editorial Services

Specializing in:
� Grammar and punctuation
� Verse rhyme and scansion
� Dramatic structure

Detailed critiques
$4.50 per page

$45.00 minimum
Discounts above 20 pages

EEvelyn Hughes
Phone/fax (562) 433-5554

PrsPerfect@aol.com

Bring Your Books to Life!
Connect your books to the curriculum.

Provide handouts with activities related  
to your book for teachers at school visits.
Get help from a retired school librarian/
educator with 35+ years of experience in
creating book-related classroom activities

Contact: Sandy Schuckett – shuckit@yahoo.com 

Writing Connections Disclaimer:
Kite Tales accepts members’ ads for writing and illustrating
businesses and activities. An ad in Kite Tales does not imply
endorsement by SCBWI, and members are reminded to
request brochures or additional information from
advertisers. We retain the right to refuse and to suspend
ads.

www.writersinkville.com
www.scbwisocal.org


SPEAKERS
VP/Editorial Director David Gale, Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers (www.simonsays.com)

Agent Michael Stearns, Firebrand Literary (www.firebrandliterary.com)
Newbery Medalist and historical author Cynthia Kadohata (www.kira-kira.us)

Award-winning novel-in-verse author Stephanie Hemphill
First page critiques by authors Judith Ross Enderle & Stephanie Jacob Gordon (www.writersinkville.com)

Professional Forum speaker Alexis O’Neill  (www.alexisoneill.com) on business basics for school visits

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sue Alexander Service & Encouragement Award (SASE) ~ Annual Conference Scholarship Winner ~ Writing contests & more!  

Saturday, April 18, 2009
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Clairbourn School, San Gabriel, CA

MMaakkee WWaayy ffoorr LL..AA..’’ss WWrriitteerr ’’ss DDaayy !!

Member $85 ~ Non-Member $95
Join SCBWI today $160 ($75 membership plus $85 Writer’s Day)

Lunch included

Look for registration form and details at www.scbwisocal.org

Come Join Us!

W
ant to

know what Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers is looking for?

Are you in the market for an agent?

Have you ever wanted to write historical fiction? Or craft a novel-in-verse?

Do you need guidance on crafting that ever-important first page?

And, once your book is out, how do you plan for school visits?

If any of this makes your heart skip a beat, then Writer’s Day is for you! 

www.simonsays.com
www.firebrandliterary.com
www.kira-kira.us
www.writersinkville.com
www.alexisoneill.com
www.scbwisocal.org

